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FOREVER 
WITH PRIDE 


We made it, folks. 

It’s been a memorable, eventful, and some- 
times crazy twelve months, but we are still here, 
we are still strong, and we are ready to celebrate. 

And celebrate we shall! For three specific 
reasons, my lovelies: first off, it’s PRIDE, the 
most fabulous time of the year. Secondly, this 
tome you hold in your hands is Lavender's 20th 
Pride Edition, a monumental achievement that 
we couldn’t be more proud of. And last but defi- 
nitely not least, June 2019 marks the 50th an- 
niversary of the iconic Stonewall Riots, which 
kicked the modern day GLBT rights movement 
into full swing. 

We simply cannot overlook the enormity of 
the progress the rainbow community has made 
since those fateful two nights in New York City. 
From the growing visibility of queer folk in poli- 
tics and media to the legalization of same-sex 


FROM THE EDITOR 
e By Chris Tarbox % 


marriage, to the repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell 
and the leaps and bounds made in combatting 
HIV/AIDS, the GLBT community made good on 
its promise to bring about a revolution. 

Within the pages of this 20th Pride Edition, 
we celebrate our Twin Cities rainbow community 
with a variety of amazing stories. We profile lo- 
cal queer artists who make magic in the world of 
theater, music, burlesque, comedy, and fine art. 
We interview legendary comedian Sandra Bern- 
hard, who’s on route to Minneapolis to bring us 
the acerbic joy only she can provide. 

We'll be getting historical perspectives 
from the queer community, including Steve Le- 
nius’ remembrances of the 25th anniversary of 
Stonewall, to Lavender co-founder George Hold- 
grafer’s history lesson on a Minneapolis gay 
rights movement that preceded Stonewall, to a 
look at the evolution of HIV in the community 
and how much progress we’ve made in stem- 
ming the tide. 

We get to know about the efforts of the Min- 
nesota National Guard to foster a sense of inclu- 
sivity and acceptance with gay troops, we learn 
about a local gay professional wrestler who avid 
Lavender readers may recognize right away, and 
we shine a spotlight on the local asexual com- 
munity. 

And that’s just the tip of the iceberg! This issue 
also features Part Two of Lavender's three-part ret- 


rospective on Stonewall and the American GLBT 
rights movement, and, lest we forget, we say hi to 
our sunny Pride Cover Model, Beth Mejia! 

How we managed to fit all this amazeballs 
content into one handsome edition, I have no 
idea. Somehow, we found a way. And it’s all for 
you, our wonderful, fierce, fabulous rainbow 
community. 

But it’s also important to take note that 
there’s still a lot of work to be done. Despite 
all of the positive changes made in the last five 
decades, many of our queer brothers, sisters 
and siblings are still struggling. They’re still 
facing incredible hardship. It’s incumbent on 
us ав a community to do all we can support 
those still suffering from discrimination, bully- 
ing, violence and ostracism. So as you read the 
many triumphant and affirming stories within, 
remember to never stop advocating and fight- 
ing for those who still sit on the fringes. We 
are all one community, one family, one people. 

So, with that said: Never stop fighting. Never 
stop being your authentic self. Gay, lesbian, bi- 
sexual, transgender, or queer: you will always be 
a magnificent thread in this tapestry we call life. 
This celebration is for you, our beautiful rainbow 
readers. This celebration is for those who came 
before us and are no longer here. And this cel- 
ebration is for ensuring a prosperous and beauti- 
ful future. li 


ЅОССЕК FOR ALL 


ў 
# 2 ge. 
м 


SAT 06.29 3 PM 


PRESENTED BY оњ. 


Allianz (ШІ) Field” 


20 | LAVENDER | JUNE 6-19, 2019 


NationalGuard.com/MN 


ІММЕ5ОТА 


МЕ WORK HERE е WE SERVE HERE 


SNN 


MINNESOTA 


ARMY 


\ ж NATIONAL 
ee va ў 


ж- 


е $20K enlistment bonus 
(Based on MOS and eligibility) 


e 100% college tuition 


(Based on U of MN rate) 
e Work experience 


e Full time benefits 


2019 


A LITTLE 
MORE GOOD 
IN THE WORLD 


Get to know Lavender‘s 2019 Pride Cover and 


ON THE COVER 
e By Chris Tarbox % 


a Cruise contest winner: Beth Mejia! 


The world can be a scary place. In a time 
when marginalized communities are facing 
unprecedented strife in America and abroad, 
every little bit of love and support goes a long 
way. Twin Cities Gay For Good co-founder 
Beth Mejia is one such ray of sunshine. 

“I was one of the chairs and board of gov- 
ernors for Human Rights Campaign, and then 
I took a break, and my friend knows me well 
enough that he’s like, ‘What are you going 
to do next?” said Mejia. “And I’m like, ‘Well, 
you know, I think I want to be a little more au- 
thentic about who I am and making sure that I 
get out and I am doing something that I really 
truly love, and that’s caring for people in dif- 
ferent ways.” 

Mejia's capacity for nurturing is well- 
documented. She currently serves as a board 
member for the North Memorial Health Foun- 
dation, working as a Community Leader and 
Specialty Imaging Tech. 

“I think I've always known that I’ve been 
a caregiver from the time that I was a kid," 
said Mejia. “I have worked at Allina, but now 
Ive worked at North Memorial for the last 
six years." 

She also regularly consults with local non- 
profits and GLBT advocacy groups. But it was 
her discovery of the national Gay For Good 
(G4G) organization. 

“Сау For Good is an LGBTQ volunteer- 
based organization that goes out in the com- 


munity and does service projects with envi- 
ronmental and social nonprofits," said Mejia. 
“We have 15 chapters throughout the nation 
right now, and we're growing everywhere 
from the Twin Cities—which I founded—to 
San Francisco, Chicago, New York City, and 
Dallas. We're basically getting out there and 
doing good for our communities and really 
kind of trying to bridge that gap between the 
LGBT community and the greater communi- 
ty, and making sure that we're out there and 
we're present." 

Mejia also serves as the National Vice Chair 
for G4G, and was instrumental in getting the 
Twin Cities chapter on its feet five years ago. 

“I went out to Los Angeles to go learn about 
it, and then I brought it back and got a core 
group of people together and said, ‘Let's do this 
here," said Mejia. 

Mejia grew up on the north side of Min- 
neapolis before moving to the northern sub- 
urbs with her family, eventually attending high 
school in Anoka. Discovering her sexuality as 
teen in that area at that particular time in his- 
tory wasn't exactly a breeze. 

“I think I still was in that process of, ‘Is this 
really who I am?" said Mejia. “Ву senior high, 
I was having a relationship with somebody in 
high school, but somewhat closeted at the time 
because I was up at Anoka. So I really came out 
when I probably about 18 years old." 

Now living in Southwest Minneapolis, Mejia 


has been loud and proud about being true to 
herself. 

‘Tm just me,” said Mejia. “I just live my life 
authentically and try to be open and vulnerable 
about who I am as a human being. Yes, we have 
along ways to go. I think we all know that. But 
I think that the way that I live my life is just 
being authentic about who I am and being out 
there in the community. It is important that we 
see the need for (facilitating) diversity, equity, 
and inclusion." 

Mejia says that she's illustrative of said 
progress, being that she's a Mexican-American 
GLBT individual serving on the North Memo- 
rial Health Foundation. 

"Its important so that our kids today can 
see that, and to empower them, and let them 
know that you can be anything that you want to 
be in your life," she says. 

So as she proudly graces Lavender's Pride 
Edition cover this year, what does having pride 
mean to Beth Mejia? 

“In our culture still today, we're fighting for 
our rights,” said Mejia. “Pride to me is making 
sure that they understand that we're not going 
anywhere. We're not stopping who we are. And 
I think we need a little more good in the world 
right now. I think we need it more than ever 
before. And that for me is why it's so important 
to let people know that. You can't bring down 
people who are just doing good things in the 
world." ll 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE 
e By E.B. Boatner % 


WE WILL 


PERSIST 


From Socrates and Sappho and on through 
the centuries, homosexual men, lesbian wom- 
en, and a broad spectrum in-between, have 
lived, loved, written, invented—and been per- 
secuted for existing. 

Even as the Rainbow Community begins 
Pride celebrations, there are those around 
us who are calling for less acceptance, not only 
of GLBT citizens but of those deemed to wor- 
ship “wrong” religions, or speak “foreign” 
tongues. 

History demonstrates that while homo sapi- 
ens walks in shadows, they have among them 
individuals who are bearers of light. Two vol- 
umes in this issue’s “Books” illustrate the de- 
termination needed over time to bring about 
change, how persistent one must be to main- 
tain that change. 

Buying Gay: How Physique Entrepreneurs 
Sparked a Movement, examines change ef- 
fected between 1951 and 1967, when a purely 
capitalistic push from publishers, photogra- 
phers, and activists involved in these “Phy- 
sique” publications helped connect gay men in 
rural and urban areas to form more cohesive 
communities, enabling individuals to interact 
personally, to act to change restrictive postal 
and censorship laws. Johnson is the author of 
The Lavender Scare: The Cold War Persecution 
of Gays and Lesbians in the Federal Government 
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(2004), a 1950s witch hunt period when Sen. Jo- 
seph McCarthy and others labelled homosexu- 
als communists and traitors. 

Covering a broader timeframe is the lavish, 
over-sized We Are Everywhere by partners Mat- 
thew Riemer and Leighton Brown, the subtitle 
of which is, “Protest, Power, and Pride in the His- 
tory of Queer Liberation.” The authors created 
and curate the Instagram account @lgbt_histo- 
ry, offering here over 300 images from seventy- 
plus photographers and twenty archives. More 
than a picture book, the text follows the steps 
leading to the precipitating Stonewall Riots of 
1969, illustrating on a broader canvas what 
Johnson portrayed in his briefer account, that 
movements build incrementally, building com- 
munity and solidarity, grow, and eventually 
emerge with direction and the power to effect 
change. 

The genie is out of the bottle, they say, and 
cannot be put back in. But the same can be said 
of malign genies as well. Shadows envelop then 
disperse, advances are made then thwarted. 
The books present cautionary tales: There is 
strength in community, and a strong commu- 
nity requires inclusiveness, the open accep- 
tance of everyone on whatever angstrom of the 
rainbow’s arc. Acceptance and Persistence are 
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JEWELERS 


Metropolis by Austen Weil for New Gild 


Full Custom Jewelry 
Trusted and Award Winning Talent 
Gallery of Independent 
Artisan Jewelry * Expert Restoration and Repair 


Call Now For An Appointment (612) 402-0561 


4300 Upton Ave South, Minneapolis, MN 55410 
www.newgild.com 
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^ It’s alove party! 
- Alove of eyewear fashion brought us 
` together and we share that passion - 
with our hand-curated collection from 
around the globeskengiliveoVe! 


. Now in two locations! Minneapolis 
and St: Paul. owloptical.com 
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Dr. Kordie Reinhold, Dr. Peter Hinke, 
Dr. Chas Salmen, Dr. Jane Puntillo 


4289 Sheridan Ave S, Minneapolis 
lindenhillsdentistry.com 612.922.6164 
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OVER 120 VARIETIES 
OF COFFEE & 160 
FINE TEAS 
Since 1976, offering tastes from 


all around the world in one 
place. Come in for a custom 


brewed cup and experience the 
freshest and finest. 


Linden Hills Roastery 
ZV AE E www.coffeeandtealtd.com 


Minneapolis, MN 55410 
612-920-6344 


PRIDE 


2019 


CELEBRATING 
e By Kassidy Tarala % 


e Produced by Chris Tarbox and Linda Raines % 


PRIDE WHAT TO DO 2019 


Pride Season is finally here! The Twin Cit- 
ies is playing host to an incredible gay array 
of fabulous parties, events, and festivals to cel- 
ebrate the GLBT community. The following is 
a mere sampling of all the awesome rainbow 
happenings occurring during Pride Month. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 8 
GINGER'S BIG GAY CABARET 


June 8 
Amsterdam Bar and Hall, St. Paul 
$30-50 
www.flipphoneevents.com 

Join beloved Ginger Minj for a Pride kickoff 
at Amsterdam Bar and Hall in St. Paul. With 
live singing, gay dance-offs, Ginger on roller 
skates (now I'm 100 percent in) and so much 
more. You'll be pleased to know there's also a 
meet and greet available. 


BEFORE YOU KNOW IT 
8 

еш Dock Cinema, Excelsior 

$15 

myfilmnorth.org 


Check out the regional premiere of writ- 
er/director/star Hannah Pearl Utts 2019 
Sundance hit Before You Know It, a lesbian- 
themed dramedy co-starring Judith Light, Alec 
Baldwin, and Mandy Patinkin. As part of Film- 
North’s special “Art on the Lake” screening 
and regional premiere of the film, Utt will be in 
attendance for the screening. 


SUNDAY, JUNE 9 
GOLDEN VALLEY PRIDE 


)чпе 9 
Brookview Park, Golden Valley 
Free 
www.goldenvalleypride.com 

It's one of Minnesota's most popular Pride 
events for a reason. Stop by Golden Valley 
Pride for food trucks, live music, beer and wine 
gardens, activities for people of all ages, and 
much more. This year's music lineup includes 
Roxxy Hall Band, Twin Cities Gay Men's Cho- 
rus, and several others. 


Ginger's Big Gay Cabaret. Photo by Austin Young 


TUESDAY, JUNE 11 


J-PRIDE'S ANNUAL PRIDE 
HAPPY HOUR 
June 11 
Urban Growler Brewing, St. Paul 
facebook.com/JPrideMN 

Any excuse to go to Urban Growler Brew- 
ing is a good one, but J-Pride's Annual Pride 
Happy Hour is icing on the cake. Committed 
to uniting the GLBT community, queer Jewish 
people, their allies, and the surrounding com- 
munities, J-Pride is ready to celebrate Jewish 
GLBT Pride like never before. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 13 


DIVAS & DRAG 
June 13 
LUSH, Minneapolis 
www.arbeitoperatheatre.com 

I can’t think of a better way to kickstart 
Pride than Divas & Drag. This year’s show 
features Damien D’Luxe, Queen Utica, and 
Crystal Belle, and it will be hosted by Nadine 
DuBois. Presented by LUSH and Arbeit Opera 
Theatre, Divas & Drag is a great way to cele- 
brate Pride and support local businesses. 


ZENON DANCE COMPANY'S 
FINAL SEASON 
June 13-16 
Cowles Center for Dance and Performing Arts, 
Minneapolis 
$34; $50 for Gala Evening 
zenondance.org 

The beloved Zenon Dance Company will 
perform its 36th and final season at The Cowles 
Center, celebrating over three decades of be- 
ing the Twin Cities’ premier modern and jazz 
dance company. On June 15, a special Gala 
Performance will pay tribute to the company’s 
history. Experience beautiful, awe-inspiring 
work from choreographers that include Wynn 
Fricke, Colleen Thomas, Danny Buraczeski, 
and Luciana Achugar. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 14 


FLIP PHONE DRAG SUPERSTAR 
2019 WITH TIFFANY POLLARD 
(NEW YORK) 
June 14 
Muse Event Center, Minneapolis 
www.flipphoneevents.com 

'The time has come: we are about to find 
out who the ultimate Drag Superstar 2019 is. 
Judged by Tiffany Pollard, Phi Phi O'Hara, 
Mercedes Iman Diamond, and Tygra Slarii, 
each contestant will have four minutes to flaunt 
what they've got. A meet and greet with Tiffany 
Pollard will also be available. 


TWIN CITIES GAY MEN'S 
CHORUS PRESENTS STILETTO 
SQUARES: THE DIVAS EDITION 
June 14-15 
Ted Mann Concert Hall, Minneapolis 
www.tcgmc.org 

One of the Twin Cities’ most beloved per- 
forming groups, the Twin Cities Gay Men’s 
Chorus will be tying a bow on the perfect Pride 
kickoff with Stiletto Squares: The Divas Edi- 
tion. Performing at Ted Mann Concert Hall at 
the University of Minnesota, TCGMC will have 
over-the-top entertainment and audience par- 
ticipation, so strap on your stilettos. 


26 | LAVENDER | JUNE 6-19, 2019 


Flip Phone Pride Pool Party. Photo courtesy of Flip Phone 


FLIP PHONE PRIDE POOL 
PARTY 


June 15 
Sabes JCC, Minneapolis 
www.flipphoneevents.com 


One of Pride's most popular events is back, 
so you better be ready to get wet. Join Flip 
Phone at the Pride Pool Party for live music 
by DJ Izzie P, drinks, and all things Pride. Last 
year's event sold out, so you better snatch your 
tickets (and drink tickets... lots of them) im- 
mediately. 


TWIN CITIES PRIDE FAMILY 
FUN DAY 


June 16 
Como Park East Pavilions, St. Paul 
Free 
www.tcpride.org 

Bring your loved ones, friends, and kiddos 
(or doggos) for the Twin Cities Pride Family 
Fun Day. Enjoy free hot dogs, corn on the cob, 
chips, and beverages with anyone who you're 
proud to have in your Pride family. 


MINNESOTA FREEDOM BAND 
CONCERT 
June 17 
Lake Harriet Bandshell, Minneapolis 
www.mnfreedomband.org 

Join the Minnesota Freedom Band for a 
concert at the Lake Harriet Bandshell. Enjoy 
sweet views of one of Minneapolis' finest lakes 
and even sweet tunes from this GLBT concert, 
jazz, and marching band. 


GAY FOR GOOD PRIDE PARTY 
June 17 
Surly Brewing, Minneapolis 
$20 
gayforgood.org/twincities 

An evening of fun and celebration of Pride, 
with the local chapter of Gay For Good thank- 
ing their partners and volunteers, including 
the presentation of the Donna Dorion Volun- 
teer Excellence Award. Enjoy delicious appe- 
tizers, music from DJ Shiek, a silent auction, 
and more! 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 20 


LAVENDER’S PRIDE SCORE 
THURSDAY 
June 20 
LUSH, Minneapolis 
Free 
www.lavendermagazine.com 

Okay, not to brag, but this event is pretty 
awesome. Join us for Pride Score Thursday at 
LUSH to celebrate Pride, sports, drinks, priz- 
es... honestly, I can’t think of a reason NOT to 
celebrate. 


PRIDE WEEKEND AT 
EAGLEBOLTBAR 
eagleBOLTbar 
Minneapolis 
June 20-23 
www.eagleboltbar.com 

Check out eagleBOLTbar's newly remod- 
eled and expanded outdoor patio for Pride 
Weekend. Located right in the heart of down- 
town Minneapolis, you can easily stop by every 
Pride Weekend event in town, though, you 
might never want to leave the beautiful patio. 
Enjoy great Pride events such as Aton's Smok- 
er, Scorch Fireball, and more. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 21 


PRIDE WEEKEND AT LUSH 
LUSH 
Minneapolis 
June 21-23 
Prices vary 
www.lushmpls.com 

It's always Pride at LUSH, but that isn't go- 
ing to stop us from celebrating Pride Weekend 
at the beloved GLBT community space. Come 
for drinks, dancing, and to surround yourself 
with the greatest community anyone could ask 
for. 


PRIDE WEEKEND AT THE 19 
BAR 


19 Bar 

Minneapolis 

June 21-23 
www.facebook.com/The19Bar 


Another great spot to celebrate Pride Week- 
end: the 19 Bar in Minneapolis. A legendary es- 
tablishment in Minneapolis’ GLBT community, 
19 Bar is ready to party—this weekend and 
every weekend. 


one WEEKEND AT THE GAY 


Gay 905 
Minneapolis 
June 21-23 
www.gay90s.com 
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CELEBRATING 


If you don’t go to Gay 90’s during Pride 
Weekend, did you even celebrate Pride Week- 
end? Stop by Gay 90’s for endless dancing, 
drinks, and so. much. PRIDE. 


PRIDE WEEKEND AT 
THE BLACK HART 
The Black Hart of St. Paul 
St. Paul 
June 21-22 
www.blackhartstp.com 

Feel the heat with a weekend of amazing 
Pride celebrations at St. Paul’s The Black Hart, 
with a spectacular drag revue on June 21 cour- 
tesy of Xavier’s Dragged Out Pride, and a June 
22 performance by Twin Cities performance 
outfit Red Hot Rascals. 


PRIDE BLOCK PARTY AT THE 
SALOON 


The Saloon 
Minneapolis 
June 21-23 
$25-30; $75 for 3-day pass 
www.saloonmn.com 

Dance up a serious sweat with The Saloon 
for Pride Weekend! Bump and grind all week- 
end long at one of the biggest block parties of 
the summer, with featured entertainment in- 
cluding DJ Naughty Boy, Keri Hilson, Tinashe, 
and Boogie Wonderland! 


12TH ANNUAL FRUIT BOWL 
June 21 
Memory Lanes, Minneapolis 
$5-7.50 
www.justushealth.org/FruitBowl 

Join JustUs Health for a family-friendly, 
multi-generational, substance-free alternative 
event for Pride weekend, featuring Slayman- 
tha Fox as your MC for the evening. Activities 
include free bowling, volleyball, karaoke, kids 
activities, a taco bar and fabulous door prizes. 
This is a ticketed event (57.50 for adults or $5 
for kids), however, no one will be turned away 
for lack of ability to purchase a ticket. 


POP UP! PRIDE EDITION 


First Avenue, Minneapolis 
June 21 

$15 

first-avenue.com 


Everyone loves a good dance party! Join 
DJ Shannon Blowtorch, DJ AriAtari, Dykes Do 
Drag, Lex Allen, NewBlackCity, and BRKFST 
Dance Company for the best dance party 
you've ever attended. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 22 


PRIDE WEEKEND AT CAFÉ AND 
BAR LURCAT 


Pride Weekend at Gay 90s. Photo by ChrisTarbox 


Café and Bar Lurcat 
Minneapolis 
June 22-23 
lurcatminneapolis.com 

While you're enjoying all the love and rain- 
bows in Loring Park this weekend, be sure to 
stop by Café and Bar Lurcat right next door for 
a two-day celebration of all things Pride! This 
years theme is Totally 80's, boasting great 
food, amazing drinks, killer karaoke, and all the 
dancing you can handle! Featured DJs include 
Shiek, Lenka Paris, and Sxooba. 


TWIN CITIES PRIDE FESTIVAL 
June 22-23 
Loring Park, Minneapolis 
Free 
www.tcpride.org 

Join in the biggest Pride celebration of all! 
From parades to music to food to exercise to 
art, there's truly something for everyone at the 
Twin Cities Pride Festival. 


уны ІМ CONCERT FEATURING 


June 22 

Loring Stage, Loring Park, Minneapolis 
$20-99 

tcpride.org/pride-in-concert 


Don’t go chasing waterfalls, but definitely 
keep chasing GLBT rights. TLC will be joining 
this year’s Pride at Loring Stage in Loring Park. 
A true blast from the past while looking ahead 
towards a better future. 


Continued on page 30 
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FORMER 
SMOKER 


Be prepared. 
Your lung cancer can 
spread to your brain. 


Rose, age 59, Texas 


Smoking caused Rose’s lung cancer. 
She had to move from the small town she 
loved to get the treatment she needed, 
including chemo, radiation and having part 
of her lung removed. Recently, her 


cancer spread to her brain. You can quit. 


CALL 1-800-QUIT-NOW. 


U.S. Department of 


са” 
$ А 
g FEX Health and Human Services 
E K CDC Centers for Disease 
К; M/Z. | Control and Prevention 
“атана 


CDC.gov/tips 


#CDCTips 


GRRRL SCOUT: PRIDE SUMMER 
CAMP 


June 22 
Two locations: The Cabooze and Whiskey Junc- 
tion 
www. grrrlscout.com/events 

It’s a queer extravaganza unlike any other. 
Join GRRRL SCOUT for their Pride Summer 
Camp on the West Bank of the University of 
Minnesota. Attendees will receive a wristband 
to allow access into The Cabooze and Whiskey 
Junction. Outdoor games, bars, dancing, and 
more! 


SANDRA BERNHARD 
June 22 
Parkway Theater 
Minneapolis 
$59-75 
www.theparkwaytheater.com 

Join Sandra Bernhard at Parkway Theater 
for her show “Quicksand.” With cabaret music 
and comedic zingers, Bernhard’s show will 
keep you on the edge of your seat, er, sand. 


FLIP PHONE XXL PRIDE 


First Avenue, Minneapolis 
June 22 


CELEBRATING 


$18-55 
first-avenue.com 

Join Flip Phone for XXL Pride with Manila 
Luzon at First Avenue. An international drag 
queen, Manila Luzon combines humorous 
themes and elegant fashion-from cartoon char- 
acters to dresses inspired by her favorite foods, 
she is truly one of a kind. 


SUNDAY, JUNE 23 


2019 RAINBOW RUN 5K 
June 23 
Minneapolis 
$35 
www.tcpride.org 

Run like the rainbow at the 2019 Rainbow 
Run 5K as part of Twin Cities Pride. Wear the 
rainbow proudly, and run as fast as you can! Se- 
riously, there will be a beer garden at the end of 
the run, so run fast. 


2019 ASHLEY RUKES GLBT 
PRIDE PARADE 

June 23 

2nd Avenue, Minneapolis 

Free 

www.tcpride.org 


Ü 
= 


Ң 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 100 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 
RORTax.com 


30 | LAVENDER | JUNE 6-19, 2019 


HAPPY PRIDE! 


From our family to yours. 


Professionals 


шш - Ў? 
SUMMER; 
CRMP- 


2018 


е > ===, 
GRRL Scout Summer Camp Pride Party. Photo by 
Michelle Haddad 

There’s nothing like a Pride Parade. From 
the crowds of GLBT community members and 
allies to the plethora of rainbow flags to the 
feeling of unison and acceptance, nothing is 
quite like attending a Pride Parade. Join your 
Twin Cities Pride family at this year’s Ashley 
Rukes GLBT Pride Parade, now with a differ- 
ent route due to construction. 


Continued on page 32 


! Swedish Do It Right... 
Г Motors Or Not At All. 


Happy Pride 
from Swedish Motors! 


The Twin City's Premiere Independent 
Volvo Sales and 
Repair Shop 


) FARRELL'S 


~ 


unique. funky. affordable. / # 


20% ОЕЕ THE 
STOREWIDE _ ELECTRIC Р; 


June 5-10 fetus 


2000 4th Ave 5. - Minneapolis CARDIO м» STRENGTH NUTRITION @ PERSONAL 
612.870.9300 . electricfetus.com KICKBOXING TRAINING GUIDANCE @ | COACHING 


112:000тЕ8:00рт 


115218 O;siRaraokesDJilenkayRaris* 
DJ hickNDJIxooba 


CAFE-LURCAT |urcatminneapolis.com * 1624 Harmon РІ, Minneapolis, MN 55403 • 612.486.5500 
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651-748-1185 


2839 White Bear Ave.N Maplewood! MN 


REM 


HENNEPIN 
FFF 
Looking for a rewarding career 


where you can make a difference? 


A job as a Direct Support Professional might be right 
for you! REM Hennepin is an equal opportunity employer 
serving individuals with disabilities. We offer: 


Competitive pay and benefits 4 Opportunities for growth 
Full- and part-time opportunities and advancement 
Diverse, welcoming workplace environment и Flexible hours and scheduling 


Apply now! Visit jobs.thementornetwork.com 


r of The MENTOR Network | Equal Of rtunity Employer 
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CELEBRATING 


Golden Valley Pride Festival. Photo by Jeff Schad 
Imagery 


STONEWALL STRONG— 
HONORING 50 YEARS OF 
RISING UP 
June 28 
Minnesota History Center, St. Paul 
www.stonewallstrong.us 

Stonewall DFL invites you to commemorate 
the 50th anniversary of Stonewall. This com- 
memoration event will bring together commu- 
nity, business, and civic leaders to celebrate 
Minnesota GLBT history and its achievements 
while recognizing the never-ending resolve re- 
quired to ensure a safe and equitable Minneso- 
ta. Various ticket levels available for purchase. 


ONE VOICE MIXED 
CHORUS: "RESISTANCE AND 
RESILIENCE" 
June 29-30 
Ordway Concert Hall, St. Paul 
$30-50 
WWW.onevoicemn.org 

For a show that goes far beyond your stan- 
dard entertainment, you'll want to check out 
One Voice Mixed Chorus’ “Resistance and Re- 
silience." The two human rights movements, 
the African American movement and the 
GLBT movement, come together in song for 
a concert that is as powerful as it is beautiful. 


ALL AGES WORLD PRIDE DRAG 
BRUNCH 
June 30 
LUSH, Minneapolis 
$15-22 
www.lushmpls.com 

Celebrate World Pride with the community 
and allies of all ages, all while throwing back 
some bottomless mimosas and buffet brunch. 
Pride is for everybody, regardless of age, and 
this brunch knows how to entertain all. Book 
in advance before it sells out! ll 


What's Your Plan? 


Elizabeth СЕ. 


PFLAG Member 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES ра. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


FAMILY/DIVORCE/CUSTODY 
DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPS/DISSOLUTION 
PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENTS 
SPERM/EGG DONOR AGREEMENTS 
SURROGACY 
GAY MARRIAGE ADVICE 
SECOND/STEP PARENT ADOPTION 
INJURIES/AUTO ACCIDENTS 
PROBATE 
WILLS & TRUSTS 
BUSINESS LAW 
EMPLOYMENT LAW 
Convenient Downtown Skyway Connected Offices 


612.332.5100 


Free Initial Consultation 
1005 Historic Lumber Exchange Building | 10 S. 5th St. Minneapolis, MN 55402 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE 


WWW.CLOUTIER-LAW.COM 


iA STONEWALLDFL 


presents 


Stonewall Strong 


YEARS 
RISING UP 


1969 - 2019 


Roya Moltaji cr» свғс:, casi, САР? 
Senior Financial Planner, 

Financial Services Representative 

2013 Quorum Business ^ 

Leader of the Year RAS 

100 S 5th St, Suite 2300, 

Minneapolis MN 55402 

rmoltaji?financialguide.com DREAM ‘VISION PLAN Relational Financial Plannin, 
Call Roya today at 


WWW.ROYAMOLTAJI.COM 


Securities and investment advisory services offered through qualified registered representatives of MML Investors Services, 
LLC. Member SIPC. Roya, LLC is not a subsidiary or affiliate of MML Investors Services, LLC, or its affliated companies. 


CRN202010-238440 


LUANA COONEN 


jewelry 
home 
chocolate 


Stonewall 50th Anniversary Commemoration 


FRIDAY, JUNE 28 | 7 p.m. 


Minnesota History Center -f 
545 W. Kellogg Boulevard 
St. Paul, MN 55102 


With special guests: 


Congresswoman 

Angie Craig 

Councilwoman 
Andrea Jenkins 


Musical Performances by: 
= OutLoud ! — an ensemble of the Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
* Yolanda Roth featuring Sons of Groove 


MINNESOTA 
HISTORY 
CENTER 


Reserve your tickets online today! 


WWW.STONEWALLSTRONG.US 
To purchase by phone call 651-492-6495 


Prepared and paid for by the Minnesota DFL Party and not authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee. 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 33 


Celebrate Pride Month With Quorum 
Your Minnesota LGBT? Allied 
Chamber of Commerce 


ZH Д | 


Join Quorum at the Xcel Energy 
Supplier Diversity 


Procurement Fair 

Wednesday, June 12 • 1-3pm 
DoubleTree Hilton Minneapolis | 
Park Place: 1500 Park Place Blvd. • Minneapolis | F 


Xcel Energy, in partnership with the North Central Minority Supplier Жж 
Development Council (NCMSDC), the National Veteran Business Develop “ y 
Council (NVBDC), Quorum and the Women's Business Development Center 4 ' ^ 
(WBDC), will be hosting a procurement fair for members of the minority, ` 

veteran, LGBTQ and women owned business communities. 


Wake Up With Quorum! 
Sponsored by Associated 
Bank 
Friday, June 14- 7:30-9am 
Quorum Village at the Wilde Cafe and Spirits e 
Twin Cities Pride Festival 65 SE Main St. - Minneapolis 
Saturday & Sunday, June 22 & 23 | 
Loring Park - Minneapolis Join your fellow early risers for 
Make sure to visit the Quorum Village during the BUD ШӘЛІ ues ke Hp ut 
Twin Cities Pride Festival in Loring Park. Meet Quorum Networking Coffee. Get 
Quorum leaders and member businesses, and some quality networking in 
find out more about member benefits. before you even begin your 


work day! 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


OUTLOUD ) 


PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS 


Outloud Promotions is a full service 
branded merchandise agency creating 
high impact promotional products. 


LGBT Certified Business 


outloudpromos.com 
shout@outloudpromos.com 
952-456-8372 


) Julie Childs 


MSW, LICSW, LADC 
Psychothe rapist 


Individual and Couples Therapy. 
Specializing in depression, anxiety, 
family of origin, abuse, trauma, 
coming out issues, life transitions, 
addictions, clinical supervision. 
Experienced. Nonjudgmental, 
collaborative, respectful and caring approach. 


Office: (651) 783-5656 
2353 Rice Street, Suite 214, Roseville, MN 55113 
jchildsthberapyO gmail.com 


Our Gay 
History 
in 50 States 


(ere ORDER 


4 ONLINE 
үні ы TODAY! 


www.gaybÜstates.com 


COLDWCLL 
BANKER û 


BURNET aa 


“Тһе Professional Service 
and Results you Deserve” 


Morilupterioela 


Marilyn Farinella, GRI 
612.644.0451 


mfarinella @ cbburnet.com 
www.MarilynFarinella.com 


763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


6262 Boone Ave. N. Davina M. Baldwin 


Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 


(651) 439-8442 
(651) 336-4615 


Pamela M Petersen 
Pamela Petersen Agency 


PAM LAP TERSE . 0 AMERICAN FAMILY 
(AD insurance Й 


Jean Gustafson 


Attorney at Law 
Family Law 


Child Protection 
Employment Law 


Elder Law 
Estate Law 


Gustafson Law Office 
(218) 454-2039 е www.guslaw.net 


mmunity!" 


«Oh 


COME EXPERIENCE WORKOUTS THAT ARE GOING TO REALLY 
CHANGE YOUR BODY! LIVE OUT LOUD BOOTCAMP IS DESIGNED FOR 
ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS. WHETHER YOU ARE IN GREAT SHAPE OR HAVE 
NOT WORKED OUT IN YEARS, THE PROGRAM ACCOMMODATES ALL! 


; BEX 


жүз Р 
а ! Senior Real Estate Specialist 
MN Choice Homes Team 


RE/MAX © 


RESULTS E 
612-805-8880 


Call for your FREE Home Evaluation! 
www.scottbelcher.com 


Amy Ruzick, RE/MAX Results 
651-492-1044 


Kay T. Johnson, RSS 
612-802-8261 


noplacelikehome@results.net 
facebook.com/noplacelikehome.info 
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LAVENDER’S 2019 PRIDE 
SCORE THURSDAY AT LUSH 


Lavender is thrilled to return to LUSH on Thursday, June 20 for our 
second annual Pride Score Thursday event! 

Presented by Tito’s Handmade Vodka and Visit Duluth, Pride Score 
Thursday will bring together Minnesota’s professional, college, and 
GLBT teams and leagues to not only celebrate sports, but Pride as well. 

Featured sports league to attend include the Minnesota Timber- 
wolves, the Minnesota Lynx, the Minnesota Twins, Minnesota United 
FC, the Minnesota Vikings, the Minnesota Wild, and University of Min- 
nesota Athletics. Representatives from various pro, college, and GLBT 
sports leagues will be in attendance, and information about playing in 
GLBT leagues will be provided to interested parties. 
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Ticket information for U of M Athletics and pro teams will be available, 
as well as information on upcoming Pride Nights. The event will have prize 
drawings and giveaways, a silent auction, complimentary appetizers, and a 
cash bar with drink specials from Tito’s Handmade Vodka. 

We're absolutely excited to team up with the fine folks at LUSH once 
again to bring the local GLBT and sports communities together for a 
fabulous evening of fun and camaraderie. 

Lavenders Pride Score Thursday will take place on Thursday, June 
20, 2019 from 5:30 to 8 p.m. LUSH is located at 990 Central Ave. NE in 
Minneapolis. For more information, contact barry@lavendermagazine. 
com. Ё 


DRINK | DINE | DANCE 
990 CENTRAL AVE. NE, MPLS 
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JUNE 20 5:30-8PM 


PRESENTED BY 
Tito's 


Handmade 
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GLASS - Gay Lesbian Amateur Sports Society • Hump Day Bowlers • Minneapolis Mayhem 
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LUSH FOR LIFE 


Northeast Minneapolis’ venerable GLBT institution rolls out a brand new look in time for Pride. 


As beloved as it is as an inclusive GLBT bar and party space, even the 
legendary LUSH needs a revamp every now and then. 

As you read this very article, a months-long renovation for the popular 
Northeast Minneapolis venue is now complete, and as LUSH reps James 
Nelson and Brian Johnston will tell you, you’re gonna love the way they 
look. 

“We really started about a year and a half ago planning everything 
out, and since December, we’ve kind of been announcing things here 
and there,” said Nelson. “But the biggest changes happened (in the 
spring).” 

The renovations to the property were far-reaching, from a complete 
overhaul of the bar and restaurant portion of LUSH, to a significant ex- 
pansion of the entertainment venue. 

“We've noticed that our food business has picked up so much in the 
last year with the addition of a full menu,” said Nelson. “And so we’ve en- 
visioned this place in a way where we would hold big parties and dinner 
crowds more efficiently than the original nightclub design.” 

As such, the bar and dining area has been refurbished with brand 
new white lounge furniture, tables, and bar stools, all designed for 
maximum comfort. Throw in brand new lighting and LED displays, and 
you're guaranteed a top-notch dining and drinking experience. 


LUSH was the beneficiary of a substantial expansion to its backstage area. Photo by 
Mike Hnida 
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Тһе bar апа dining area has been refurbished with brand new white lounge furniture, tables, and bar 


stools. Photo by Mike Hnida 


“The point was to make it more comfort- 
able, more inviting, and more lounge-like 
to get you to stick around,” said Nelson. 
“The structure of the space didn’t allow for 
as much service as you wanted.” 

But the changes didn’t stop there. Re- 
nowned for their amazing drag and bur- 
lesque shows, LUSH has renovated their 
entertainment area pretty much from top 
to bottom. 

“We've been really successful with our 
Drag Revolution show and brunch,” said 
Johnston. “And we've kind of hit a problem 
recently where we're sold out in advance. 
And we said we're going to jump in and ex- 
pand and for greater capacity." 

Тһе seating space in the entertainment 
venue has been doubled in size, as well as 
adding standing room back by the bar to 
relieve crowding. Along with a 16-foot pro- 
jection screen, state-ofthe-art video map- 
ping, and widened aisles for better service, 
LUSH will make an already excellent enter- 
tainment service even better for patrons. 

LUSH will also build a first-floor expan- 
sion behind the stage from scratch, adding 
dressing rooms for performers, new bath- 
rooms, and storage space. The parking lot 
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was also renovated, and valet parking is 
now an option for visitors. 

The official grand re-opening for the 
brand spanking new LUSH is June 6, per- 
fect timing for Pride Month. As always, 
LUSH is dedicated to offering a safe, inclu- 
sive environment for everyone under the 
rainbow. 

“I think for regulars, they're the people 
that inspired us to do the remodel and the 
expansion,” said Nelson. “It was because 
they liked so much of what we've been do- 
ing with our entertainment and our food 
program." 

"They're going to see more comfortable 
seating and more space and a better avail- 
ability for shows,” Nelson continued. “With 
new people, we started making sure that 
everybody felt welcome here as we open 
a really wide LGBTQ+ umbrella. The bet- 
ter we all do, the better we all do, and this 
just proves it as we've reached out to more 
disenfranchised parts of our community." й 


LUSH 

990 Central Ave. NE 
Minneapolis 
612-208-0358 
www.lushmpls.com 
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BURLESQUE 


COMES 


ALIVE IN THE 
TWIN CITIES 


Burlesque performer Amir Kinara lights up the Twin Cit- 
les with his unique brand of showstopping storytelling. 


When you live with body dysphoria, a mental disorder where you 
obsessively think about the flaws in your appearance, becoming a per- 
former on stage would be the last job you would take. But that is where 
the story of Amir Kinara begins. 

The Minneapolis resident was born overseas, and after high school, 
found himself as a stripper in Columbus, Ohio. He had a passion for 
performing arts and knew that his viewpoint was unique. He knew there 
was more that he could do on stage. 

That’s when Kinara connected with burlesque. And no, this isn’t a 
story about the 2010 movie starring Cher and Christina Aguilera. Amir 
Kinara is an up-and-coming burlesque performer. 

“To me, burlesque is storytelling,” Kimara tells Lavender. “It can be 
as simple as telling how you feel in your own skin, it can get political in 
how you are battling for rights/liberties for those that are oppressed. It 
can be comedic. It can be dramatic. It can be educational, and even of- 
fensive. Burlesque brings another artistic outlet for those that tune into 
the use of body language.” 

Kinara is also a dancer at The Saloon, and he admits the two forms of 
performance have many similarities. “Stripping is very much focused on 
physical sexual appeal. The same thing can be achieved with burlesque, 
but can go as far as your imagination! Burlesque adds the storytelling 
element. Once you have a story, you find a way to express it.” 


44 | LAVENDER | JUNE 6-19, 2019 


A true multi-hyphenate, Kinara performs as a belly dancer, aerialist and pole dancer. 
Photo by Eric Paul Owens 


To say Kinara was nervous as heck for his first show would be an un- 
derstatement. “But because none of the performers had seen me, I had 
nowhere to go but up. The producer of the event immediately started to 
yell at me, shouting things like, ‘where have you been?!?’, ‘I’m so glad 
you showed up!’ I was blown away by the response.” 

Kinara performs burlesque solo at venues throughout the Midwest 
and conducts workshops at conventions. He also performs at Can Can 
Wonderland in St. Paul the third Saturday of every month during a show 
called Queer Circus. He performs for “Bi-lesque”, a fundraiser for the 
Bisexual Organizing Project. 

Working as a burlesque dancer is not easy. “I think the most chal- 
lenging part is trying to perceive your future audience,” Kinara tells Lav- 
ender. “You can have an amazing costume, perfect music and the best 
routine, and still bomb at a show if your audience isn’t into your art, let 
alone being prepared for it.” 
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PROUD TO RAISE A GLASS FOR PRIDE MONTH 


Celebrate Pride Month with our featured drink, : The Sip & Support Cocktail: 
the Sip & Support. A charitable donation will : Vodka mixed with Velvet Falernum plus Angostura 
be made from a portion of the proceeds. i and misted with 821 Havana & Hide bitters. 


PUNCH BOWL 


1691 Park Place Boulevard * punchbowlsocial.com 


Amir Кіпаға performs burlesque solo at venues 
throughout the Midwest and conducts workshops at 
conventions. Photo by Barb McLean 

As a person of color, Kinara battles against 
more than just pleasing an audience. “I just 
wish people would understand that because 
of the racial stigmas that have been placed 
in many communities across the U.S., many 
of us POC performers work twice as hard to 
achieve the same result of appreciation for our 
craft, which is already strained because of body 
conservative standards we've been ‘trained’ to 
adhere to.” 

But although it has it challenges, Kinara 
loves the art. “My rewarding moment is when 
someone is able to come to me after a perfor- 
mance and say that they ‘get it’. They see the 
story that I’m trying to convey, and it makes 
sense. It makes them question their reality. 
It makes them focus on something they are 
avoiding to go ahead and tackle it head-on. It 
makes them feel okay to own their feelings and 
finally feel comfortable with who they are as a 
person.” 
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NIGHTLIFE 


Тһе future looks bright for Kinara's career. 
“I see myself progressing to more international 
performances," he says. Kinara would love to 
become a donor to organizations benefiting 
people of color, along with the trans communi- 
ty. A main focus for him is to provide education- 
al workshops that aid in coping and resolving 
situations affecting personal body acceptance 
and positivity. 

Burlesque is not the only activity Kinara 
does to keep busy. He also performs as a belly 
dancer, aerialist and pole dancer. On top of that, 
he's a certified Zumba instructor. 

Kinara tells Lavender that burlesque is un- 
common and performers can bring something 
to the plate that no one else is doing. But more 
importantly, Kinara says it is needed. "Some- 
one in the audience needs to hear the story." 
You can connect with Amir Kinara on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/CelesMusician. li 


Amir Kinara is an up-and-coming burlesque performer who also regularly dances at The Saloon. Photo by Barb 
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DIVAS & DRAG 

June 13-15 

LUSH, 990 Central Ave. NE, Minneapolis 
www.arbietoperatheatre.com 


Drag performers and opera performers col- 
laborate at LUSH with what promises to be a 
dizzying spectacle to launch Pride 2019! Arbeit 
Opera Theatre Founder Kelly Turpin shares, 
“The wonderful part about running an opera 
company is that I get to program passion proj- 
ects that match AOT’s mission. As a company, 
DIVAS & DRAG (D&D) is important because it 
is an unabashed celebration of identity; of all 
the beautiful, expressive ways that we know 
ourselves. AOT produces socially relevant 
opera, and sometimes that can slip into ‘de- 
pressing opera’, but owning and being proud 
of something is also an effective way to get 
people aware of what’s around them. Selfishly, I 
wanted to create this event because I’ve been in 
love with drag culture for about 12 years now. 
I didn’t want to wait another season to collabo- 
rate with some of the best drag artists in Min- 
nesota! D&D, like all AOT events, is primarily 
about community, and what brings us together. 
Opera and drag share so many of the same 
qualities of expression, grand spectacle, story- 
telling, and identity. This event is the perfect 
way for drag fans to witness opera up close, and 
opera fans to experience drag in all its glory. 
At the end of the night, I think we'll all agree 
that true art isn't always best experienced over 
three hours in a dusty hall; sometimes it's best 
with friends you never knew, sharing a drink, 
enjoying who you are, while a Queen death 
drops to Puccini." 


LOVEJETS: QUEER MALE POETS 
ON 200 YEARS OF WALT 
WHITMAN 


www.squaresandrebels.com 

How very strange so many poems featured 
in Lovejets: Queer Male Poets on 200 Years of 
Walt Whitman are transgressive by today's 
standards. Not transgressive because of their 
considerable homoerotic content, but because 
today the physical male body has come to be 
seen as an evil vestibule percolating with vio- 
lence, devoid of love or any sort of goodness. 
And beauty? Forget it! One wonders what Walt 
Whitman would think of all this disgust with 
masculine nature where innocent awkward- 
ness can be construed as abuse in the eyes of 
someone primed for man hatred. 

Editor Raymond Luczak, a master of po- 
etically homoerotic writing himself, recognizes 
the centrality of Whitman to queer literature 
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SPOTLIGHT 
е By John Townsend % 


that has sprung into existence since the time 
he walked the earth, the docks, and the streets. 
Тһе editor has selected numerous superb po- 
ems that reverberate to those Whitmanesque 
textures of male bonding, sensuosity, and 
unconditional love for masculinity—textures 
whose layers undulate between heroic manli- 
ness and homoeroticism. Textures misunder- 
stood nowadays on both sides of the political 
spectrum, though for very different reasons— 
homophobia on one side, and misandry, which 
can have dreadfully homophobic consequenc- 
es, on the other. 

Jeffery Beam dedicates his poem Physical 
Love to Jean Genet. His erotic appreciation of 
the male body is directly and organically con- 
nected with nature and deliciously expressed. 
Beam’s A Welcome to the Black Sun honors 
James Baldwin. 

David Cummer dedicates his viscerally de- 
scriptive Unexpectedly to Paul Monette, who 
died of AIDS 24 years ago. City life comes jar- 
ringly alive. 

Rocco Russo’s What makes a poem gay?, ded- 
icated to Langston Hughes, muses on gender 
presentation and gay stereotypes. Scott High- 
tower’s One Arm recalls the pugilistic and the 
Baroque to be mined within the literary art of 
Tennessee Williams. 

Mutsuo Takahashi dedicates his fittingly 
ghostly With Twig in Hand to commemorate 
the 48th anniversary of the death of Shinobu 
Orikuchi, author of the revered esoteric The 
Book of the Dead. The acclaimed Jeffrey Angles 
translated that book which was admired by 
Yukio Mishima, a gay legend himself, who, like 
Whitman, was devoted to the masculine prin- 
ciple. Angles has translated the Lovejets selec- 
tion as well. 

Felice Picano’s In Memoriam: Wystan Hugh 
Auden, 1973 sums up the impact a larger-than- 
life generation of gay poets impacted upon a 
generation born later. Picano juxtaposes the 
death of W. H. Auden with the daily lives most 
of us live, where a trip to a supermarket can 
be consequential in shifting our perception of 
reality in an unexpected and bittersweet way. 

A poem written by heterosexual Philip 
Dacey is mind-bogglingly beautiful: Walt and 
Joe. When discovering his blue collar, military 
veteran father was bisexual, Dacey generously 
and bravely imagined sacred male-to-male mo- 
ments his own dad might have experienced. 
Beguiling and wrenching. 

Another staggering literary moment occurs 
in Luczak’s own poem, Aphrodisiac, dedicated 


to James White: where lawmen were arrested into 
silence observing how guys, toughened like them- 
selves, made love: no other language but this in- 
choate translation of connecting. 

Luczak understands how lines are blurred 
between gay and straight. Desire is palpably 
fluid in the shadows beyond censure of a ho- 
mophobic public and a gay community that 
would territorially define sexuality in absolute 
“either/or” terms every bit as much. He also 
unconceals the profoundly masculine under- 
current inherent in homosexuality. 

This is especially poignant on the 50th an- 
niversary of the Stonewall Riots as White, re- 
nowned for The Salt Ecstasies, a groundbreak- 
ing book on homosexual desire, was very 
much a gay man of that era. After his death, the 
gay literary quarterly The James White Review 
was first published in Minneapolis in 1983. 


THE MAN WHO SHOT LIBERTY 
VALANCE 

Through June 23 

Theatre in the Round Players, 245 Cedar Ave. 
Minneapolis 

612-333-3010 

www.TheatreintheRound.org 

Dorothy M. Johnson wrote the short story 
that evolved into what is regarded as one of 
the great John Ford/John Wayne film collabo- 
rations. The violent ways of the old American 
West are confronted in what is also a play by 
Jethro Compton, now presented by Theatre in 
the Round Players, a group that consistently 
shines with classic work done well. 

Director Brian Joyce says The Man Who Shot 
Liberty Valance is “a drama about good vs. evil 
and optimism vs. the status quo. It revolves 
around a mythical town called Two Trees and 
one man’s journey of self-discovery. It has cow- 
boys, six-shooters, and a complex villain. Ex- 
ploring how a single life can influence so many 
others both for good and evil. It explores love, 
friendship and fate. Brutally shows the racism 
of the time and how insidious it was and is.” 


THE MERRY WIVES OF 
WINDSOR 

June 21-July 21 

Metropolitan Area Parks 
www.classicalactorsensemble.org 


The region’s foremost producer of plays 
from the English Renaissance presents a de- 
lightful, but not-so-often produced William 
Shakespeare comedy. One of its major cads 
is the predatory Falstaff, best known as the 
corrupter of youth in the Bard’s English his- 
tory plays, Henry IV, Parts I and II. But he gets 
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schooled іп The Merry Wives of Windsor by wom- 
en he tries to deceive into marriage. Very much 
a satirical view of the time’s accepted view of 
marriage as a way to exploit women for finan- 
cial gain, it serves as a window into what was a 
common view of marriage at the time. A view 
that Shakespeare could not abide. 

Joe Wiener, a featured actor in the 2015 
Minnesota Fringe production of Ellen Krug’s 
trans bio-play, Getting to Ellen, plays the role. 
He says, “The Falstaff we see in Merry Wives 
of Windsor is not really the same one we see 
in the Henry plays. They’re both intelligent 
and witty, but the Merry Wives Falstaff is a bit 
more incompetent and completely lacking 
in self-awareness. He’s a man who hasn’t yet 
come to the realization that he doesn’t have ‘it’ 
anymore, and there’s a lot joy in watching the 
humiliation of arrogance.” 


THE PILLOWMAN 

June 28-July 20 

SpringHouse Ministry Center, 610 W. 28th St. 
Minneapolis 

1-800-838-3006 

www.theatrecoupdetat.com 


When do depictions of violence go too far? 


SPOTLIGHT 


And should we really give such depictions a 
pass in the name of free speech and expres- 
sion? These are charged and juicy questions. 
But censorship is as slippery a slope as there is 
and one can’t deny that it is rearing it has been 
rearing its ugly head over the past few years 
with the czars of social media platforms decid- 
ing who gets to be heard and who does not. 
After all, who are these ubiquitously powerful 
power brokers to be the one’s to decide what’s 
too violent and what’s not? 

Therefore, reviving Martin McDonagh’s 
The Pillowman in 2019 strikes a different part of 
the nervous system than that which it did when 
it premiered in 2003. What has been deemed 
offensive by the arbiters of taste and informa- 
tion is different in tone and content than what 
was the case over 15 years ago. However, then, 
like now, the interpretation of what’s offensive 
or not is something you can wrestle with as you 
watch the Theatre Coup d'Etat revival. 

Director Rich Remedios relates that “one if 
the many themes of the play is the tension be- 
tween free speech and censorship—the poten- 
tial power of art and storytelling to inspire hope 
as well as violence. Is the artist representing 
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the violent world he sees ог is һе inspiring ће 
world to act in his violently creative representa- 
tions?” 

James Napoleon Stone plays a major Pil- 
lowman role: Ariel, a detective who some won’t 
be too keen on. Stone has also given dynamic 
performances in productions of Bent, Miss Ju- 
lie, and Rat in the Skull, three plays renowned 
for their dark unsettling content. The term fear- 
less is tossed around too much these days in 
describing actors, but Stone is that. He probes 
masculinity with a scrupulous open-minded ap- 
proach that is dangerous in today’s society. 

The actor muses in the comparison of two 
McDonagh characters with one another. He 
says the playwright “is adept at creating brut- 
ish yet complex characters, such as Padraic 
in The Lieutenant of Inishmore. While they may 
have seemingly outrageous emotions, the char- 
acters’ wants and needs are grounded in some- 
thing we can identify with. Passaic loves his 
cat. Ariel is rageful against child abusers. Both 
have an intensity in their pursuit of what they 
want and need in any given scene, and while 
Padraic may have thrown his objectivity out the 
window in his decision-making process, I think 
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SPOTLIGHT 


its a more engaging choice with Ariel to watch 
him struggle with maintaining the objectivity 
necessary to do his job against the rage that 
is so deeply seeded within him. Maintaining a 
conventional, often expected behavior in our 
day-to-day lives against our primary nature is 
something we can all identify with, and I think 
the brilliance of McDonagh can be seen in the 
creation of these kind of characters." 


SPRING AWAKENING 

June 7-30 

Gremlin Theatre, 550 Vandalia St., St. Paul 
www.chameleontheatre.org 


If there's a queer classic to see for Pride 
Month, it's this one. Spring Awakening: A Chil- 
dren $ Tragedy blew the lid off world theater as a 
drama by Frank Wedekin. It outraged the cen- 
sorship brigade when it was first produced in 
Berlin in 1906 and 11 years later in New York. 
However, times had clearly changed when the 
rock musical version won eight Tony Awards 
for its Broadway smash production. Chame- 
leon Theatre Circle, no stranger to well-done 
queer-oriented productions, revives the Sheik 
& Sater high-octane sensation. 

Тһе original controversy was about Spring 
Awakenings bold depiction of children having 
sexual feelings and being suffocated by insti- 
tutional shame at the turn of the last century. 
It deals with erotic desire, rape, and the sup- 
pression of homosexuality. These were taboo 
enough when discussed about adults, but chil- 
dren? Unthinkable! Chameleon is also adding 
a trans-conscious aspect into its conceptualiza- 
tion playing on stage at the Gremlin Theatre. 
Some of the artists have shared comments 
with Lavender's Spotlight about their deep con- 
nection to the musical and the text, and to the 
evolution of that text. 

Director Jay Gilman points out, “We didn't 
set out to casta trans actor in the role of Moritz, 
but Hal (Henry Ellen Sansone) is a truly gifted 
performer and I absolutely wanted him to be 
in our production. Now that we've cast Hal, we 
are unpacking together how powerfully this 
choice fits the play's framings. Featuring Hal 
underlines how the social norms of the play 
are hurtful and harmful to all people across 
the gender spectrum, particularly so for trans, 
nonbinary, and queer folks in the play. It's not 
just Moritz who suffers because of a lack of 
open-mindedness. АП of the young people are 
squeezed and scarred through oppressive, in- 
equitable, rigid, and binary norms. In our own 
society today, we're grappling precisely with 
these same issues, and this play is needed as 
much today as ever." 

Henry Ellen Sansone, a.k.a. Hal, who plays 


SPOTLIGHT коро О O E E 


Moritz: “Moritz has resonated with me since 
I discovered Spring Awakening as a teenager. 
There was this ‘something’ about Moritz that I 
recognized in myself: a boy who didn’t fit neat- 


ly into the world constructed around him and : 
couldn't quite seem to understand why. Moritz Featuring the vocal pyrotechnics 4 


July 4th, 2019 
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM 


i ІН Jamecia Bennett, Julius Collins ІІ, Thomasina "Petrus, Summit Center for Arts & Innovation 
ibd traditionally played as 2 transgender ' Aimee K. Bryant; , Austene Van & Т. Mychael Rambo. x Summit Avenue | 
character, but in playing Moritz, I recognized T 8 Saint Раш, MN 55105 
this ‘something’, this alignment with parts of P FREE FOOD a dues is newdawntheatre. org 


my own understanding about being trans, such 
as existing in an ‘in-between’ space, living in 
questions, and being in constant movement. 
Unfortunately, Moritz is not given the support 
he needs to live in this blurry space. As such, 
in the play I see the fierce effect (that) not hav- 
ing a space and not seeing yourself can have Clockwork and Tattersall Distilling Present: 
on any person, but particularly a young trans 


or queer person.” 
Grant Ruckheim, who plays Hanschen: 


“Hanschen is a complicated character. He’s 
smart and although he would love to be openly 

gay, he realizes that he can’t have that and fit B Е р М М А R D 
into his small 1890s German town. So he learns 
to play the system, manipulating the men and 
women around him to get what he wants so | | V E | 
he сап be accepted by the authority figures ° 
around him. So many іп the LGBTQ+ commu- 
nity can relate to this. They fit the image that 


society expects in order to maintain their life S а t Uu rd a y 


while rejecting who they really are. I lied to my- 
self for years before I came out as a gay man. I J | | 

believed there was something wrong with me une 22 8 p m 
because that is what the church I was raised in 
told me to believe. That is so wrong. I love this 
show because it embodies the the energy of 
defiantly challenging authority. I wish we could 
channel that energy into every child being told 
there is something wrong with them." 

Chris Sanchez Carrera, who plays Ernst: 
“For me, playing this role has always been 
one that I’ve wanted to play and now it's finally 
coming true. As I've gotten to playing around 
with little bits of lines that my character Ernst 
has, it makes me see how similar we are in 
some ways. I see Ernst as a confused boy who 
is struggling to understand what his sexuality 
is. There is one solo line I sing that says ‘God, 
my whole life's like some test', which, in a way, 
sums up that frustration that my character is 
feeling in that song and his life. Throughout 
the show he discovers himself, especially in 
the song Word of Your Body Reprise when he 
has his (probably) first kiss with Hanschen. In 
my eyes, he sees a new light and understands the 
a little better his sexuality. Personally this role 
means so much to me because I was able to 
identify with him when I had to do my own ` : И 
coming out. It helped me to become the person 48th & Chi cago, Minnea po lis 


I am today and be proud of it.” Е 


xx PCI NEN ЖҰ Ж E E 


“алса NY ФС 


Reserve Tickets at: 
TheParkwayTheater.com 
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Тһе legendary Sandra 
Bernhard will be 
performing at The 
Parkway Theater on 
June 22. Photo cour- 
tesy of James Sliman 
Media Relations 
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Sandra Bernhard is touring with her latest stage show 
Quicksand. Photo by Brian Ziegler 


Sandra Bernhard is a legend in her own 
right. After first gaining noteriety in the 1970s 
as a stand-up comic, she solidified her stature 
with her roles in Martin Scorsese’s The King 
of Comedy and on Roseanne as Nancy Bartlett 
Thomas, the first openly gay character on 
national television. Bernhard, who herself is 
openly bisexual, continues her unstoppable 
performance prowess today as a star of stage, 
screen, and even the airwaves. She currently n _ | 
has а Sirius XM radio show, Sandyland, ар- ll jJ NM BO UT YO 
pears as a major character on the new FX show ( a N “а j 0 LD FR | EN 
Pose, and is now gearing up for a tour with her T : - 
latest stage show, Quicksand, which comes to 
the Parkway Theater in Minneapolis June 22. 

Laci Gagliano: I know you toured Quick- 


Was that the fet tine sou've brought TO LET СО AND FALL 
cike show out on stagg? WRITTEN BY HARRISON DAVID RIVERS 


Sandra Bernhard: Yeah, I sort of curate ma- 
terial all throughout the year, and then I do my E baai са JACQUELINE ОТАМ 


classic holiday special at Joe’s Pub, which is ЖЕТТЕН ТЕТІ 
basically the day after Christmas through New DIRECTED BY SHERRI EDEN BARBER 

Year’s Eve. I try to put together as much new CHOREOGRAPHY BY PENELOPE FREEH 

material and songs as possible. Usually, I also 
have something from the archives. I write a lot | rrcATURNC MARK BENNINGHOFEN, AUSTEN FISHER, JUCOBY JOHNSON, 


of new material, but people like to see some- TYLER MICHAELS KING, JON-MICHAEL REESE, AND ANDRÉ SHOALS 
thing they've seen before, because it's fun, you 


know. 


Tyler Michaels King, JuCeby Johnson, André Shoals, and Mark E mL Allen Weeks 


TICKETS ON SALE NOW LATTEDA.ORG 612-339-3003 
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LG: Where do you pull from in particular these days for your writing 
material? 

SB: Much of what I do comes from just day-to-day conversations and 
experiences and travels and being out with friends. You just have to be 
kind of vigilant about writing things down so you don’t forget it, because 
sometimes the first time you say something it’s the best time you’ve ever 
said it. If you write it down exactly as you said it, you can kind of build on 
it and make it into a whole piece. That’s kind of how it starts off—I keep 
adding layers to an idea. 

LG: What can we expect from Quicksand that’s different from your past 
shows? 

SB: I feel like with my material, I’m always peeling away layers of 
myself and getting more authentic and down to the core of who I am. I 
think that’s the biggest change that happens from show to show. 

LG: How would you describe the experience audiences will have at the 
Parkway in June? 

SB: It’s going to be fun. I won’t have performed in a long time be- 
cause I’m taking these four months off mainly to shoot the show (Pose), 
so I will have had a break, and I’m sure ГЇЇ be really excited to be back 
on stage performing live. I have some friends and people I know in Min- 
neapolis, so it’s always fun to reconnect with people. I think Minneapolis 
is a very artistic, great Midwestern city, and it's always fun to come back 
to a place you've been performing for years. 

LG: Why is it important to you that you represent the GLBT сотти- 
nity in the realm of comedy and performance art, and how do you think 


it's impacted how you shape your own work as a woman who identifies as 
bisexual? 

SB: My work, I've always felt, is ahead of the curve. I've always just 
settled into postmodern experiences, whether it's postmodern feminism 
or gay rights. I think I've always reflected what was coming as opposed 
to tagging along. By nature, I always feel like, “Yeah, that's how it should 
be, of course we should all be comfortable being who we are", but not 
everybody has that luxury that I've sort of created for myself over the 
years. It's always nice when you can go and perform for an audience of 
people who have been marginalized and finding their way through life 
and their comfort zone to be one of those people who are just like, “Yeah, 
it's a no-brainer. This is who I am and everybody has to be comfortable 
with it and live life with all the pleasures that everybody should be able 
to have." 

LG: Do you have any plans for Pride this year? 

SB: I think it's great that it exists and that people go, but for me, I'm 
not a big group person. But it's fun to watch it from afar and hear about 
it. I think it's cool and fun that it continues to be a part of the fabric 
of the gay experience, that unity and community and sense of fun and 
outrageousness. I think it sets us apart and has a huge influence on the 
straight community, because everybody wants to have fun and flourish, 
and the gay community sort of has that naturally, so that's a cool thing. li 


For more information on Sandra Bernhard' s Quicksand, visit theparkwaythe- 
ater.com. 
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LPM is reinvigorating our community 
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Amanda Costner is a member of a folk cc 
called Champagne Jamboree, and has severe 
performances scheduled this summer. Photo Е 
Dallas Smith Photography 


AMANDA COSTNER ON 


COMEDY AND COMING OUT 


Local comedian Amanda Costner has always been funny, but it was a 
brief golf career that helped spur her on to make comedy happen. 

Her foray into the comedy scene ten years ago more or less followed 
a speech she gave her senior year of college at the University of Kansas, 
following a golf tournament. People told her she should do standup, and 
that's what stuck with her in the back of her mind. That encouragement 
helped cement her ambition to seriously pursue comedy. 

“While I was playing professional golf, I really didn't care about win- 
ning or doing well. I was like, “Оһ, I'm the funny golfer. That's gonna be 
my thing—Tll be the one that's, like, funny.’ Eventually, I realized, ‘Oh, I 
just want to do the funny thing,” she said with a laugh. 

Today, Costner is a proud lesbian, having been in the closet through- 
out her golf career, and even during the first parts of her comedy career. 
Comedy is what empowered her and helped her be herself, particularly 
her discovery of women and GLBT comics like Tig Notaro, Jane Lynch, 
and Wanda Sykes, the latter of whom she said was one of the first co- 
medians Costner heard reference her own wife. That was a major eye- 
opener for her. 
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“When I first started doing comedy, I was in the closet pretending to 
be straight, literally doing blowjob songs. Га never given a blowjob—I'm 
а gold-star lesbian—so I really did appreciate it,” she says of those come- 
dians' influence on her. “Му comedy journey followed my journey out of 
the closet, and I became a better performer." 

Minnesota-bred comedian Maria Bamford inspired her to decon- 
struct her perceptions of being a comedian. After seeing a video of Bam- 
ford's comedy, she said she realized comedians can virtually do what- 
ever they want as long as they're funny. 

“When I first started out, all I knew was more straightforward, Dane 
Cook or Chelsea Handler-type mainstream comedians. You don't have to 
have a specific rhythm to your jokes or talk about specific mainstream 
things," she says of her life-changing epiphany. 

After college, she moved to Chicago, where she did everything 
from improv at the national comedy mecca Second City Theater to 
sketch shows, plus lots of experimentation with her style. Eventually, 
she realized she wanted to focus on writing and performing funny 
songs. 


c-— mm Continued on page 60 
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Costner blends music into her comedic routines, making for a wholly unique comedy 
experience. Photo by Dallas Smith Photography 


She put out an EP called LGBT Redneck, solidifying her approach. 
It gave audiences something unexpected, to see her come out on stage 
with a guitar. 

“Т always thought of myself as sort of an opposite of Weird Al Yankov- 
ic,” she says (while she doesn’t usually do parody music Yankovic-style, 
she did parody Marvin Gaye’s “Sexual Healing” with her own song 
called “Sexual Frustration”). 

Being part of the GLBT comedy scene in the Twin Cities is important 
to her, especially where representation is concerned. While there are 
people working to make sure queer comics are connected with shows, 
there is always work that needs to be done. 

“Гуе had conversations with other comedians where we're like, ‘List 
out all the queer comedians in the scene,’ and it’s a super short list, so 
I’m always on the lookout to see how we can create as supportive of an 
environment as possible for new comics, particularly women, LGBTQ 
comics, people of color,” she says. 

Costner stays busy with performing. She is also a member of a folk 
comedy duo called Champagne Jamboree, and has several Pride perfor- 
mances scheduled this summer, including performances June 22 and 23 
at the festival’s Big Fat Comedy Hour in Loring Park as well as in a Pride 
Comedy special June 22 hosted by Sisyphus Brewing. She also has an 
exciting release on the horizon, a comedy special called Lesbian Jesus. 

Find more about her comedy and performances at www.amandacost- 
ner.com. Ё 
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AQ & A WITH MAMMA MIA! 
ACTOR JOHN-MICHAEL ZUERLEIN 


John-Michael Zuerlein is an actor with quite 
a story. Born and raised in Omaha, the young- 
est of seven children and the only boy, he went 
on to Clark College in Dubuque. From 1999- 
2004 he located northward to the Twin Cities 
where he worked as an actor. After that time he 
was based in Kansas City, but went out to per- 
form on cruise ships from Australia to Alaska 
to Greece. In 2009, Zuerlein joined the national 
tour of the ABBA musical, Mamma Mia! for 
three years. In 2013, he moved to the Big Apple. 
But now he’s playing the role of Sam, one of the 
possible dads of young Sophie, in the first area 
production of Mamma Mia! Happily, though 
to no one’s surprise, it has become a great big 
hit on the Chanhassen Dinner Theatres Main 
Stage, the nation’s flagship dinner theater 
company. 

Zuerlein has also played in some of the 
major gay-oriented plays of our time: Falset- 
tos, Tick, Tick....Boom!, and Love! Valor! Com- 
passion! He’s a fan of Mayor Pete and is very 
happy that very, very happy that his parents 
recently celebrated their 60th wedding anni- 
versary. I asked him about being back at Chan, 
where he once performed in a run of Forever 
Plaid. Zuerlein also shared some thoughts on 
the local theater scene and the impact of the 
sexual revolution. 

JT: Were you an ABBA fan as a teenager? 

JMZ: When I was in college, one of the first 
albums I got from my Columbia House sub- 
scription was ABBA GOLD. It’s all of their great- 
est hits and basically the entire song list from 
Mamma Mia! is on that album. They have such 
a unique sound. I love them for all the reasons 
everyone else does. 

JT: What ave differences between playing in 
the national tour and now being in the Chan pro- 
duction. 

JMZ: The Chan production is much differ- 
ent than the original Broadway and touring ver- 
sion. Га say the most obvious difference is the 
set. The original is basically just two large white 
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й 
Wallace 


pieces that rotate. Personally, I think the set at the 
Chanhassen is much more versatile. I love the 
concept of this version. The moving platforms are 
able to create lots of different locations without 
having to bring on large set pieces. I think it al- 
lows the audience to focus more on the story and 
not be distracted by big set pieces. 

JT: Does Sam the character have children? 
And what kind of feelings does Sophie evoke in 
him—the idea that she might be his daughter. 

JMZ: Sam has two sons that he mentions 
in the Dads’ Arrival scene. In his scene with 
Sophie he talks about he always wanted a little 
girl. I think being able to revisit this past part of 
his life, he’s able to see a completely different 
direction that it could have gone. 

JT: Why is Mamma Mia! so popular with gay 
audiences? 


In 2009, Zuerlein, left, joined the national tour of the ABBA musical, Mamma Mia! for three years. Photo by Tom 


JMZ: Aside from the superficial camp and 
glitz and the dancing, shirtless, muscled bod- 
ies of the show—and who doesn't love that?—I 
think the gay community has always embraced 
strong female characters in theater and movies, 
and this show is no exception. It also has strong 
messages of sexual independence. I can't think 
of any other mainstream musicals in which the 
lead character's sexual escapades are celebrat- 
ed as rites of passage rather than some shame- 
ful chapter of her life. Aside from some light- 
hearted ribbing from her best friends, Donna's 
encounters with these three different men are 
never presented in a way to shame her. They're 
portrayed as beautiful pieces of the mosaic of 
her youth that helped shape the strong, inde- 
pendent woman she has become. I think the 
lyrics to Voulez Vous describe it perfectly. "Take 
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it now or leave it. Now is all we get. Nothing promised no regrets.” 

ABBA’s music was big during the sexual liberation of the gay 
community in the 70’s, and a lot of those themes are still embraced 
by our community today. We love ourselves and our bodies, and 
we're free to express that however we want with whoever we want. 
That’s what Pride is all about. Shame is so passé. 

JT: Can you tell me about the Twin Cities theater scene in com- 
parison/contrast with other places you worked? 

JMZ: The Twin Cities theater community is unlike any other. 
It offers actors the opportunity to support themselves with their 
art. Most cities can’t provide that. Between touring and regional 
productions, Гуе performed in literally every state in the country. 
Minneapolis is very special. There is a vast array of theaters that 
provide many different types of productions. While I think every 
theater could work harder at achieving greater diversity, many 
theaters here go out of their way to provide audiences with casting 
and programming that represents a wide range of cultures and 
gender diversity. There’s literally something here for just about 
everyone. Having just moved back to the cities after being gone 
for about 15 years, I can tell you that audiences in the Twin Cities 
aren't aware of how lucky they are. E 


Mamma Mia! 
Through Sept. 28 
Chanhassen Dinner Theatres Mainstage, 501 W. 78th St., Chanhassen 


612-825-0459 John-Michael Zuerlein portrays Sam in Chanhassen Dinner Theatres' production of 
www.chanhassendt.com Mamma Mia! Photo by Tom Wallace 


MAMA. 
ПЕК 


MAY 25 — LABOR DAY 


i‏ و 
*Copperwing Distillery‏ 


And they're ready to share their zany personalities. Walk among 


them without barriers at Llama Trek at the Minnesota Zoo. 
.-.--- DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


PLAN YOUR LLAMA TREK AT MNZOO.ORG 952.426.4047 


MINNESOTA'S SWEET SPOT” 


64 | LAVENDER | JUNE 6-19, 2019 


612-872-8448 e109 W/ GRANT STREET e MINNEAPOLIS 


PRIDE 


2019 


ARTS & CULTURE 
е By John Townsend % 


TALVIN WILKS ON TWO LAVENDER 
AFRIGAN-AMERICAN CREATIVE GENIUSES 


Playwright Talvin Wilks has garnered rave 
reviews for his direction at the Penumbra The- 
atre for the Emmett Till tragedy, Benevolence, 
and the 1960s experimental classic, The Owl 
Answers. However, Wilks's rich overview of Af- 
rican-American experience also shines through 
his acclaimed playwriting. 

Opening in September at Pillsbury House 
Theatre for a month-long run, you can see 
his adored play about the lives of two of the 
looming figures in queer culture and in Afri- 
can-American cultural history: writer James 
Baldwin and playwright Lorraine Hansberry. 
For many who treasure the memory of these 
two, Jimmy and Lorraine: A Musing is a prayer 
answered. Within the scope of the piece, he has 
included sections from journals, letters, and 
interviews. 

In recent years, the documentary about 
Baldwin, / Am Not Your Negro, and the film 
version of his novel, Jf Beale Street Could Talk, 
have renewed interest in his accomplishments. 
In recent years as well, in the Twin Cities, Hans- 
berry's A Raisin in the Sun has been among 
the most widely revived plays of our time. Its 
universal appeal keeps on filling theater seats. 
А gift that keeps on giving and a message still 
universal in its outreach. 

Iasked Mr. Wilks about his interest in these 
two figures and clearly the theater maestro has 
dug deeply into their stories. It's no wonder his 
play may be the most eagerly awaited queer- 
themed production of the year. 

JT: What drew you to writing about these two 
legends? 

TW: Ever sense I discovered the historic 
meeting between Baldwin, RFK, Hansberry 
and others, I've been fascinated by the notion 
of the artist in the vanguard of political activ- 
ism. I first wanted to imagine this scene in real 
time, what were the many conversations, how 
could this be staged. From the two remnants 
that we have from Baldwin, Sweet Lorraine and 
Lorraine at the Summit, I was able to track the 
first snippets/events of their friendship and I 
began my journey there. I also wanted to focus 


Vanessa Butler and Aaron Pitre star in the premiere of "Jimmy & Lorraine- A Musing" at Hartford's HartBeat En- 


semble. Photo by John Chappell, HartBeat Ensemble 


on the radical voice of Lorraine's on par with 
Baldwin's, in a way to break the hold of A Rai- 
sin in the Sun, and to flesh out the dynamic as- 
pects of her politics, and their friendship. 

JT: It strikes me that Baldwin was deeply 
influenced by the gospel but he was repelled by 
hypocritical Christians whether black or white. 
In The Amen Corner he is severely critical of that 
issue in a black congregation. In Blues for Мк 
Charlie the whites are clearly un-Christian in 
their blatant racism. Your thoughts? 

TW: Well, his roots are in the Church. In 
many ways, this is the foundation of his ora- 
tory, so, he is always wrestling with the power 
of the Word and the hypocrisy of the Doctrine. 
He lives in this place—most African-Americans 
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understand the power of these contradictions. 
Part of his battle with the church is his battle 
with his father and all of the complications 
that come with that. I’m not sure that he would 
say that they are un-Christian in their blatant 
racism, he would understand that so-called 
Christians are racist. This is the challenge, the 
foundation of white supremacy is often rooted 
in Christian doctrine. It is that entanglement 
that Baldwin is often attempting to call out and 
indict. He once said that slavery is driven by 
the gun, the whip and the Bible. 

JT: Hansberrys untimely death is ome of 
the great losses of the American theater. Your 
thoughts on that? 

TW: Her arrival is pivotal, her success 


—— Continued on page 68 
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changes the language around what 
we consider to be the American 
stage. Many artists of the Black 
Power Movement once denounced 
her but subsequently understood 
her remarkable impact. We all owe 
her a great debt, along with others, 
but her significant voice at the time 
it arose gave many people, white and 
black, the language to speak of hope 
and humanity. The power of those 
few plays that we have, including The 
Sign in Sidney Brustein’s Window and 
Les Blancs, leave us with an incred- 
ible longing for more, a longing that 
will never be fulfilled, but her voice 
still resonates today, and her bold- 
ness and inventiveness still inspires. 

JT: Does Hansberry’s bisexuality 
figure into your play and do you think 
that it gave her a deeper sense of em- 
pathy for Jimmy? 

TW: I think there is a kinship 
rooted in this knowledge within each 
other. I very much explore these 
dynamics of sexual identity, sexual 


questioning and sexual longing, as 
revealed in that great exhibit at the 
Brooklyn Museum, Twice Militant: 
Lorraine Hansberry’s Letters to the 
Ladder. It was through that exhibit 
that I witnessed and read the few 
artifacts, facts of her lesbian desire, 
her relationships and her writings on 
homosexuality. It blew my mind. The 
exhibit was presented in the Hersto- 
ry Gallery of the Elizabeth A. Sackler 
Center for Feminist Art. It gave me 
the evidence that I needed to lean 
into this exploration. But I have to 
keep it in context and the period in 
order to be true to my understanding 
of the artists. So, it may not be seen 
as a radical revelation in the play, but 
I hope that it is true to the spirit of 
Baldwin and Hansberry. ll 
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QUANTUM 
QUILTING: 


EXPERIENTIAL ART MERGES 
MAGIC AND MATHEMATICS 


"It’s like a unicorn hitting the cosmos. His work is pure joy. You can’t 
look at his pieces and not smile,” said Cassie Garner, director of Gamut 
Gallery in Minneapolis. She is describing the latest exhibition at the Gal- 
lery, the first solo exhibition of queer artist John Foster. Titled “Shim- 
mer”, the work is the intersection of a multitude of influences, merging 
sculpture and geometry with light, motion and time (inspired by experi- 
mentation with long-exposure photography) to create a sense of the oth- 
erworldly. 

Foster, a California transplant, considers the exhibition in Minneapo- 
lis to be a homecoming of sorts. He moved here at age 19, after coming 
out, to escape the homophobia of his Central Valley town and Catholic 
school. 

He enrolled in the Minneapolis College of Art and Design (MCAD), 
initially with an interest in graphic design, but quickly became enamored 
with the creative, visual and tactile possibilities of three-dimensional art. 

"I saw the 3D shop and got a glimpse of the freedom there. And dur- 
ing my time [at MCAD], I lived in a house with anarchist strippers and 
rappers. I developed a life and a practice of making things, bringing 
beautiful objects into the world," Foster said. 

Тһе geodesic acrylic sculptures of Foster's unique style began as a 
project in his final year of MCAD. Previously, he had been making silicon 
work, collaborating with Smitten Kitten in workshops for participants 
to craft their own custom sex toys. The concept of a pedestal arose as a 
means to display his earlier work. 

In the final design, two circular layers of glass table are supported by 
a column of multifaceted, iridescent three-dimensional shapes clustering 
together to reflect technicolored light on all surrounding surfaces. Pho- 
tos of the end result—picture a psychedelic Spirograph, or a beehive on 
LSD—went viral, bring him Instagram fame and a shout-out from British 
street artist Banksy. 

Foster's work is difficult to pin down, both literally and figuratively, as 
a form of kaleidoscopic sculpture. 

“It’s an interdisciplinary art practice using time, space, light and ma- 
terials to create a moment,” said the artist himself. 


ARTS & CULTURE 
е By Gabby Landsverk e 


John Foster, a queer artist and MCAD alum, will be featured in his first solo exhibition 
"Shimmer" at Gamut Gallery in Minneapolis. The exhibition, from June 29 to August 
15, will be just in time for Pride Season. Photo courtesy of John Foster 


His identity within the work is equally elusive but ever-present. Ini- 
tially, Foster made an obvious homage to his queer identity through a 
polyhedron of pink triangles, “a literal representation of queer space.” 
He said that often, however, queerness is a subtler theme in his work. 

“It’s like your fingerprint. Who you are will always show up in what 
you make. I can’t escape that, it’s just how it is,” Foster said. 

Foster has described his work as “inter-dimensional quilting”, con- 
scious of the fact that quilting is traditionally considered a feminized 
craft. In this way, Foster’s work plays with the concept of gendered ob- 
jects and art, merging domestic space with quantum physics. 
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Audiences of John Foster's "Shimmer" exhibition at Gamut Gallery can expect multicolored, experiential sculpture that play with space, light and motion using specially- 


designed acrylic polyhedrons. Photo courtesy of John Foster 


"I'm a big fan of the everyday, the beauty found in the sink while 
you're washing dishes, the light and patterns reflecting off of soap bub- 
bles, the reminders of things that are bigger than ourselves." Foster 
said. “Queerness belongs to the domain of the future. It's always look- 
ing on to some quasi-utopian existence. My goalis to bring a glimpse or 
a glimmer of that utopian moment by creating literal space that reflects 
that sense of the infinite." 

This spectacular aesthetic has built Foster an Instagram following 
more than 36,000 strong. Now, audiences will have the chance to see 
this for themselves IRL as Foster's work will be exhibited in his first- 
ever solo show at Gamut Gallery, with whom he has previously collabo- 
rated in a multi-artist show called “Brightside”. 

"This (is) giving us an amazing opportunity, to work with someone 
of his caliber. It feels like bringing a local back home,” said Garner, а 
longtime friend of Foster's. 

Тһе show intersects with Minneapolis Pride, a fact that Foster ap- 
preciates but also emphasizes that the work is meant for and accessible 
to everyone. 

"[ want you to leave the show feeling like you just ate a whole bunch 
of candy,” he added. “It’s the same as what you want people to take 
away from Pride season. This feeling of celebration of our existence, 
acknowledging the infinite, this possibility of a more colorful situation." 

The “Shimmer” exhibition runs from June 29 to Aug. 15, with spe- 
cial events on the opening and closing days and an artist talk July 13. 

For details, admission prices and more information, visit the Gamut 
Gallery website at www.gamutgallerympls.com/2019/04/16/shim- 
mer-john-foster. Il 
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Described as "inter-dimensional quilting," John Foster bring to life the beauty of 
domestic spaces in his solo exhibition "Shimmer." Photo courtesy of John Foster 
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A SONG, 


A CONVERSATION 


One Voice Mixed Chorus’ upcoming 
“Resistance and Resilience: Voices of 
the People” is bringing the jams and the 
important conversations. 


Minnesota's GLBT chorus, One Voice Mixed Chorus (OVMC), will 
surely bring people to their feet... or perhaps to tears. OVMC's upcom- 
ing show "Resistance and Resilience: Voices of the People" will be at the 
Ordway Concert Hall June 29 and 30 to tell the stories of the African 
American and GLBT struggles for human rights. The concert features 
the Midwest SATB premiere of “Quiet No More", a new commission 
honoring activists who fought back during the GLBT Stonewall upris- 
ing 50 years ago. Guest conductor Tesfa Wondemagegnehu will lead the 
One Voice community in their celebration of the community's legacy and 
sing out against hatred in all forms. 

“When we first started meeting about programming this concert 
in the summer of 2018, we realized that we had this amazing project, 
connected with over 25 LGBT choruses across the United States," Won- 
demagegnehu says. "There are different composers from around the 
country that were a part of this writing collaboration. And we were like, 
‘All right, that's about an hour long, what can we pair with this amazing 
work that can talk about our marginalized communities building to be 
resistant and be resilient?” 

OVMC's concert is the exact weekend of the Stonewall uprising 50 
years ago, and Wondemagegnehu says this will definitely be reflected 
in the show. 


ARTS & CULTURE 
е By Kassidy Tarala % 


“This idea of liberation, this idea of, like, ‘You know what? We fought 
back, and we made major progress!’ So as somebody that identifies as 
straight, and somebody that also identifies as an ally, I am looking for- 
ward to learning as a part of that journey. You know how some people 
take their pilgrimage to the Mecca? I feel like I’m taking my pilgrimage 
right now, this coming up June,” he says. 

Wondemagegnehu says he hopes the audiences understand that we 
really won’t make progress if we keep having conversations in our silos. 
We have to be able to have tougher conversations, and we have to be able 
to see that there’s a large swath of our population that would possibly 
identify as an ally, and/or abolitionist. But, he adds, we need to figure out 
the best practice on how we engage with them. 

“How can we inspire them through song and story, and then say, 
‘Hey, the One Voice family has been doin’ this, y’all, for thirty years. 
Thirty plus years.’ You can be a, a patron, but you can also be a part of 
our grassroots movements when we're going out and singing and march- 
ing together because that’s the part of One Voice that I’ve always been 
attracted to. One Voice is not just singing about it, they are out on the 
street,” he says. 

When he isn’t conducting powerful sets with OVMC, Wondemageg- 
nehu instructs a music and social justice class at St. Olaf College, and he 


ee Continued on page 76 
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One Voice Mixed Chorus' upcoming show Resistance and Resilience- Voices of the People will be at the Ordway Concert Hall June 29 and 30 to tell the stories of the African 


American and GLBT struggles for human rights. Photo courtesy of OVMC 


says he finds that the combination of music and difficult topics leads to 
some of the most powerful conversations. 

“We started every class with these difficult conversations. And we 
realized that, even at a place like St. Olaf, there’s students that come 
from all different kinds of experiences and different backgrounds and 
cultures,” he says. 

Wondemagegnehu says when making music, he notices people for- 
get their own drama, their differences, and their personal beliefs and 
start to open up and listen to the people around them. This conversa- 
tional music making process will be reflected in OVMC's “Resistance 


and Resilience: Voices of the People.” 

“We can start to have those conversations after that problem, that 
moment, and yes it’s gonna probably make some people uncomfortable 
and ruffle some feathers, but because we've already made a little bit 
of progress at the front end just from making music, we can then have 
that conversation, and then we close it out with making music,” Won- 
demagegnehu says. 

To join the conversation, visit ordway.org/event/one-voice-mixed- 
chorus-resistance-resilience. To learn more about One Voice Mixed 
Chorus, visit onevoicemn.org. Ё 
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222 >“ 


Hil 


ey: Francophile, Bannon enjoys 
ling.afternoon of apéritifs with friends. 


Photo by David Schmit Photography 


Twin Cities chef extraordinaire Bret Bannon discusses 


life in the kitchen and being his authentic self. 


“I try to inspire people to have joy in their lives,” Bret Bannon smiles 
across the table. We are sitting in his immaculate dining room, survey- 
ing the food he laid out for us as soft orchestral music plays in the living 
room. Bret, both foodie and Francophile, explains that in France it is 
popular to share an apéritif (snacks and drinks—not necessarily alco- 
holic) with friends in the late afternoon. An apéritif is comparable to the 
American happy hour with one key difference: it’s not uncommon to 
host in your own home. Sometimes the apéritif is a big, fancy spread. E 
Sometimes it's potato chip sand wine. What matters, Bret says, is engag- In addition to being a top-notch chef, Bret Bannon is also a member of the Twin Cities 
ing in hospitality by sharing food and time around a table. Gay Men's Chorus. Photo by David Schmit Photography 


—mn——— ———» Coed on page 84 


82 | LAVENDER | JUNE 6-19, 2019 


КМОСКІМС 
ON YOUR DOOR? 


DID YOU GET A LETTER FROM THE 
IRS OR STATE REQUESTING AN 
AUDIT OR ASSESSING A PENALTY? 


MINNESOTA 
ee H&R Block tax professionals, who go through extensive 


ARMY E P UN training on this topic every year, can help make this 
NATIONAL 4 B ^ + situation as stress-free as possible. No matter how big 
GUARD А or small your issue — no matter who prepared your 
اکا ا8ے‎ a ج‎ 2 ка s taxes — we're here to help with an expert on your side 
ж | FULL TIME ‹ ) 
= Our tax professionals are available year-round. 
m Call 800-HRBLOCK to schedule your free in-person 
e $20K enlistment bonus 14. — i волена 
(Based on MOS and eligibility) : m i S Northtown Mall 
* 100% college tuition 3 и, 146 Northtown Drive 
(Based on U of MN rate) sae Bt Blaine, MN 55434 
ө Work experience ; ES 763-784-1115 


e eens oie 
Full time benefits тпаг guard 5 Amended or original filed return fees are in addition to tax notice 
service fee. OBTP#B13696 ©2016 HRB Tax Group, Inc 


DID YOU KNOW 
Ж YOU САМ GET 


ч 


THE DAILY PILL 
TO PREVENT 
AGAINST HIV 


Hair Removal and Facial Rejuvenation 


AT CLINIC 555? 


Rediscover confidence & 
put your best face forward 
Full-Service Med-Spa Clinic 


Learn more: ramseycounty.us/PREP 


DOWNTOWN SAINT PAUL 


ON THE GREEN LINE 


GLOWING SKIN 
IS ALWAYS IN 
10th Street Station 


952.546.1774 м E. 


2000 Plymouth Rd., Ste. 230, Minnetonka cl ІПІС 555 COUNTY 
www.FinaleMN.com cedar street TE е 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 83 


DINING 


% 
ва АЉ 


With Bret's Table, Bret Bannon teaches cooking classes and hosts international trip. 
Photo by David Schmit Photography 


I would have been happy with potato chips and wine, but, unsurpris- 
ingly, Bret offers much more than that. There is a huge platter in the 
center of our table, where Bret has artfully displayed prosciutto, crack- 
ers, dehydrated blood oranges, and these delicious little cherry toma- 
toes dipped in caramel and poppyseeds. “We don’t know when our last 
day is,” he continues, “so we need to appreciate what we have right now.” 

There is something ineffably pleasant about spending time with 
Bret. It could be his unpretentious passion for food, his wholehearted 
love of people, or his perfectly curled white moustache, but I think it is 
most likely his desire to inspire people and bring them joy. Everything 
that we talk about, from food to travel to religion to Bret’s amazing com- 
ing out story somehow circles back to community, hospitality, and treat- 
ing people well. 


Bret’s coming out story is full of little iro- 
nies. He grew up in a small town but he “never 
heard that being gay was wrong.” His friends 
were often GLBT, but he didn’t come out until 
he was 28. When he did come out it was largely 
because his community pointed out what they 
thought was obvious, which led to a whole new 
chapter for Bret. 

Working in a professional kitchen never 
inspired Bret. Living the same ten-hour day 
time and time again doesn’t suit his personal- 
ity. Teaching classes, toying with recipes in 
his kitchen at home, and traveling to France to 
share some of his favorite places with others is 
much more his style. 


Expect world-class desserts such as these when you're in Bret Bannon's company. Photo 
by David Schmit Photography 
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Take pride in helping to drive research towards a cure. 
You are compensated for your time and travel. 


AA 612-625-7472 
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA HIVResearch@umn.edu 


Driven to Discover” 
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MILLWORK EXPERTS! 


Update your interior doors and mouldings! 


We know homes! 


Bungalows, Colonial, 
Craftsman, Mid-Century, 
Ramblers, Modern 
and more. 


LUMBER & MILLWORK 


McNamara Alumni Center 


University of Minnesota 


200 Oak Street S.E., Minneapolis е 612-624-9831 


! OUR WEDDING AT THE MCNAMARA ALUMNI 
CENTER WAS FANTASTIC. THE BUILDING IS GORGEOUS, 
INSIDE AND OUT. THE FOOD BY D'AMICO WAS, OF COURSE, AMAZING. 
THE FRIDAY NIGHT BOOKING DISCOUNT WAS AN ADDED BONUS.” 


—Jeanie and Larissa 


» Small and large wedding 
pricing packages 


» Stunning Architecture 


» Adjacent 500-car Parking 
Ramp 


» Tunnel connection 
to The Graduate 
Minneapolis Hotel 


» Award-winning 
D'Amico Catering 


A. University Hall: Up to 150 guests 
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DINING 


“It’s really important to have some basic 
cooking knowledge," Bret tells me. He teaches 
in-home cooking classes that help people learn 
fine cooking basics and then some. Above all, 
his goal is for everyone to be comfortable in 
the kitchen. *Food and cooking shouldn't be 
something you're fearful of,” he says. Bret's 
teaching style is more suggestive than correc- 
tive. Being a teacher and professional, he of 
course demonstrates and teaches the "right" 
way of doing things, but his underlying phi- 
losophy is that there are *many ways to get to 
where you want to be." Bret would rather leave 
his students inspired than bogged down with 
hyper-specific instructions. 

Class sizes depend on how many people 
fit in your personal kitchen and prices (which 
start around $400 for up to eight people plus 
food and beverages) and can vary depending 
on if you want to hire someone to take care of 
dishes, do your own grocery shopping, etc. 

In addition to his classes, Bret also hosts 
food-focused trips to France. A six day trip 
for two is just under $8,000 and the per per- 
son cost drops as you add travelers. The fee 
covers accommodations, cooking classes, 
ground transportation, lunches in two Mi- 
chelin rated restaurants, market tours and an 
all-day wine tour. Over the course of the trip, 
travelers *experience really good food, meet 
fun people, and try great wines", to say noth- 
ing of the sights. Experiencing France with 
a self-professed Francophile and foodie is 
arguably the best way to experience France. 

When he's not cooking and traveling, Bret 
is also involved in the Twin Cities Gay Men's 
Chorus. *We've had people come up to us af- 
ter shows who say, ‘You are the first gay man 
I have ever met in my town." From a visibility 
standpoint their presence is invaluable. From 
а music-lover’s standpoint they are a delight. 
'The Gay Men's Chorus will be performing the 
ever popular “Stiletto Squares" on June 14-15 
at Ted Mann Concert Hall. Part cabaret, part 
game show, this is a performance you should 
definitely catch. It's the perfect way to ramp up 
for Pride week. 

You can get more details about classes and 
trips on Bret's website (www.bretstable.com). 
Make sure you also scroll through his mouth- 
watering list of recipes. E 


Next winter, wouldn't you 
rather be in Palm Springs? 


Whether you're relocating or 
looking for a winter getaway, 
I'll help you find the Palm 

Springs home of your dreams. 


HATHAWAY 


HomeServices 
REAL 4 ы 


612.387.3985 
CurtLarsonPS@gmail.com 


e CurtLarsonHomes.com 
© СаіВВЕ #01974318 
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Excellence 


with a smile! Does He or Doesn't He? 


Jaime Davis, MD, FAAD 
Mayo Trained, Board Certified, 


Award Winning Dermatologist == a D 


© © кек s California 


Properties 


е Medical, surgical & cosmetic dermatology 
* All major insurance & cash payment accepted U 1. (Сан | nspa 


e Fully credentialed & licensed providers m d erma tol og y 


e Clinic & SkinSpa appointments available within ONE week 


Uptown Row, Suite 208 • 1221 W. Lake Street e Minneapolis, MN 55408 * Phone: 612-455-3200 * www.UptownDermatology.com 
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Ponce City Market was 
formerly a Sears, Roebuck 
and Co. store, warehouse 
and regional office. The 
food hall and shopping 
center is a must-visit. 
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AT THE INTERSECTION 
OF SOUTHERN CHARM AND FUN 


Celebrate Pride twice this year with a trip to beautiful Atlanta. 


Atlanta is one of the gay epicenters of the southern United States, and 
for good reason. 

With 5.8 million total residents, the city is full of life, offering plenty to 
do, no matter your lifestyle. They embrace the gay and lesbian commu- 
nity with open arms. Atlanta’s Pride Festival, held in mid-October, draws 
approximately 300,000 visitors each year. In 2018, Bebe Rexha and Mike 
Posner headlined the Atlanta Pride concert stage. 

The epicenter for GLBT Atlanta is at 10th and Piedmont, where a 
rainbow crosswalk gives you goosebumps. Located in the Midtown 
neighborhood, the area is full of gay and lesbian catered bars and restau- 
rants, along with specialty shops, bathhouses, and boutiques. 

Midtown's Piedmont Park is a must-visit. It's the Central Park of 
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Atlanta. Slather up on sunscreen and take a stroll to see shirtless men 
running, a Botanical Garden, a farmer’s market and a public pool that 
is more like one you would see at a resort. Rent a Relay bike to explore 
more of this 185-acre space. 

My travel buddy and I stayed at the nearby W Atlanta - Midtown, 
which was perfect. While we were there, the staff threw a big pool party 
for guests, complete with oversized floaties, a DJ and drinks. The ho- 
tel was within walking distance to the gayborhood and just a short Lyft 
ride to the tourist attractions located downtown. W Hotels have a level of 
class where you feel like you are living in luxury but you know you still 
have money left in your checking account when you get home. They are 
one of my preferred hotels when I am traveling. 


mme Continued on page 90 
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An Advocate for the 
GLBT Community 
Since 1999... See You At Pride! 


651-483-5246 


6020 HODGSON ROAD, LINO LAKES 
WWW.BOBSAUTORANCH.COM 


= 


ar ca 


<E „ыз 430-3770 
Ene »dockcáfe. сот. 


% 
AL 
е a 


Holistic advice instead of 
commission-based sales 


S 439-1783 
gondolaromantica.com 


Timothy J. LaPean, CFP®, АРРА (= ЭКА 
(612) 460-7355 a 
ThoughtfulFinancialPlanning.com 


тшт YOU LLLOVE WHAT 5 
POUILLWATER New on MAIN STREET 


BIRTHPLACE OF MINNESOTA 


Learn more, visit: DiscoverStillwater.com 
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On the rooftop of Ponce City Market, home to a bar, 
miniature golf course and carnival games. 


You could spend days exploring Midtown At- 
lanta, but there’s so much more to the southeast- 
ern U.S. city. A can’t-miss is Ponce City Market, 
located just south of Midtown in the Old Fourth 
Ward. Ponce City Market was so highly recom- 
mended that it was my first stop after landing at 
the airport. The building was previously a Sears, 
Roebuck and Co. store, warehouse and regional 
office, which first opened in 1926 and repur- 
posed in 2014. At 2.1 million square feet, it’s 
huge, offering a gorgeous food hall with some 
of Georgia’s best dining. I had my fix of Hop’s 
Chicken, which is well worth it. 

A trip to Ponce City Market is not complete 
without a visit to the rooftop. With a small en- 
trance fee, you will find access to a miniature 
golf course, carnival games, a bar, and a great 
view of Atlanta's downtown skyline. 

Downtown Atlanta has plenty to see and do. 
Lavender writer Carla Waldemar discovered 
the Georgia Aquarium, the World of Coca-Cola 
and CNN Headquarters in a December 2018 
article. АП of those activities—along with oth- 
ers—are included in Atlanta's CityPASS, which 
can be purchased for $76. It gives you access to 
five activities (they have seven to choose from) 
and it saves you a good amount of money, op- 
posed to buying full-price tickets for each at- 
traction separately. Plus, you can cut the line 
with a CityPASS, and at World of Coca-Cola, 
that could save you a lot of time. 

Some advice when it comes to those attrac- 
tions: make sure to book CNN Studio Tour 
time slot in advance, and go on a weekday. You 
enter their actual studios, so a weekday typi- 


TRAVEL 


The rooftop at Ponce City market offers a great selfie spot. 


cally means you will see more people working. 
And don't skip the Georgia Aquarium just be- 
cause you have been to an aquarium before; it 
is the largest in the world. 

I ended my trip to Atlanta with a level of 
class, and I am glad I did. Midtown is home 
to a Four Seasons hotel. You may not want to 
drop all your money on a penthouse there, but 
you can get a taste of sophistication at their 
restaurant, Park 75. It is open to non-guests 
for breakfast and serves up an “OMG French 
Toast” with triple cream cheese, fresh straw- 
berries and a strawberry compote, along with 
a breakfast biscuit with chicken schnitzel, 
pimento cheese, home fries and honey. Now 
that's southern cooking done right. 

Тһе other recommendations on my Atlanta 
checklist: 

* Get a popsicle from the King of Pops 
(carts scattered about ATL; I found them at 
Ponce City Market) 

e Take a Lyft or Uber to Fox Bros Bar-B-Q 
and get the Fox Burger. Be prepared to wait for 
a table. You will be glad you did. 
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The breakfast biscuit at Park 75 inside The Four Sea- 
sons Hotel, featuring chicken schnitzel, pimento cheese, 
home fries and honey. 
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mid-century + modern decor at its best 


2401 University Avenue West 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55114 
MidModMen.com 


FAMILY 


DNA NOT REQUIRED 


International, Infant & Foster Care Adoption 
chlss.org 


егеее 


Gay-owned 


District 


NEW PATIENT OFFERS: 


599 Exam FREE Whitening 


X4 TOYS and cleaning with exam, х- rays and cleaning 
Limit one offer per patient. Offers cannot be combined. 


612-877-8887 ° www.milldistrictdental.com 
Brian Peters, DDS 1026 Washington Ave S, Suite 100 • Minneapolis 


Seven Hawks 
Vineyards 


Hawks View Cottages 


—— dreamers welcome —— 


Our nine distinctive cottages, lodges 
& suites are crafted high up onto 
steep wooded bluffs, with hawk’s 
eye views of the Mississippi River 

During your stay visit our and Old Fountain City, Wisconsin. 


tasting room and wine 
shop located at 17 North 


Street. All of our wines are 651-293-0803 or 866-293-0803 


made from 100% locall = Ben Pa 
pium 2 www.hawksview.net « Fountain City, WI 


S MOk E LESS 
"Great shop, great people." 


NE MINNEAPOLIS WOODBURY Monday-Saturday 10am-9pm 


514 East Hennepin Ave. 470 City Centre Dr. n ds m 6pm 
BURNSVILLE BLOOMINGTON pre 2. 0 
1607 County Rd. 42 W. 8563 Lyndale Ave. S. -217-455 
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e If you see Antico Pizza, eat it. They have a 
brick and mortar location and are also located 
inside Mercedes-Benz Stadium, home to the 
Atlanta Falcons & United FC, and SunTrust 
Park, home to the Atlanta Braves. 

* [f someone in your group is really hun- 
gry, take them to The Vortex. Their Quadruple 
Coronary Bypass Burger has 9,606 calories 
with four 4-ounce sirloin patties, two 8-ounce 
sirloin patties, 28 slices of American cheese, 
four fried eggs, 27 strips of bacon, grilled on- 
ions, relish and mayonnaise on 8 slices of Tex- 
as toast and served with 20-ounces of fries and 
tots, topped with cheese and bacon bits. They 
have regular sized meals, too. 

* Grab a drink at Swinging Richards. I will 
set the scene: think the movie Magic Mike but 
the customers are gay men. Just remember, 
you are only visiting town. 

Mike's journey to Atlanta was coordinated 
with help of the Atlanta Convention & Visitors 
Bureau. Plan your trib to ATL by starting at 
www.atlanta.net. 

Mike is KSTP-TV's "Local Guy About Town", 
regularly appearing on Twin Cities Live. You 
will find more gay travel guides on his website, 
www.givemethemike.com. № 


f 
The rainbow crosswalk at 10th and Piedmont is in the middle of Atlanta's gayborhood. 


Minneapolis 


4820 Chicago Avenue 


www.elburritompls.com 
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Woman Owned 


Restaurant 
Cantina 
Karaoke 

Live Music 


VisitSaintPaul.com/Events ae 


isitSaintPaul WfGSaintPaul f Visit Saint Paul SAl NT PA | | 


-COM 


Soak up the sun 
along our white- 
sand beaches. Treat 
yourself to diverse 
dining, enriching arts 
and culture, shopping 
districts of all sorts 
and natural Florida 
> fun. In Sarasota, each 
BEACHES, CULTURE, ARTS, 2 moment is your own, 
DINING, SHOPPING. and all are welcome. 


VisitSarasota.com 
844-4-MY-SARASOTA 


VISIT à 


AYASÓCA 


beaches and beyond 


Pall 
«е шшш, % LONGBOAT KEY | ST. ARMANDS | LIDO KEY 


SIESTA KEY | CASEY KEY | VENICE 
MANASOTA KEY | ENGLEWOOD | NORTH PORT 
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Downtown Washburn, WI 


7 Days a Week 
361 Days a Year 


coconorth.com 
(715) 373-2253 


THROUGH AN 


EAGLE’S 


EYES / 


OPEN DAILY * DULUTH, MN ° GLAQUARIUM.ORG 


Er 12229 = ҹи ma— 
CRAFT BEER. GREAT FOOD. AMAZING VIEW. 
DULUTH, MN EST. 2012 - CANALPARKBREWERY.COM 


CASTLE DANGER 
BREWERY 


А Taproom located at 
17-7" Street 
Two Harbots, MN 55616 


castledangerbrewery.com 


dangerously good ales. 


DuLutu Sauna 


www.puLuti$quua.com 


oldest microbrewery. 


CRAFT | КӨШІ 


before It Was GOOI 


APPROACHABLE 


= ча | SOPHISTICATION 


/ Mention this ad = " 
in our taproom EATS + DRINKS 
& drink like ч 
ап етріоуее. : 


ІШТЕ MN PRIDE РРОПТОІ | ТИТ сот A 
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Terrance Griep—also known as Tommy “The sbitfelaby" 54 \гйаў- 
openly gay grappler in the colorful world of professional WIeSUIDg. р 
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All the fancy little gadgets we һауе to 
connect us, and we'll never top this. 


ВІЎъбһ Bay ramity оғ resorts Bluefin Bay ! Surfside ! Temperance Landing 
On the shores of Lake Superior in Tofte, Minnesota 1-800-BLUEFIN 


B. ат i Ted Bougle 
JERRY A. BUR | 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Let me help you 
with your home loan 


Over 20 Years Experience in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense 
Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. e Minneapolis - — 
Senior Loan Officer 


(612) 822-0865 612-865-4742 


i ted@femort. 
www.jerryaburg.com | | {99етосот tedbougie.com 


2019 
PROFESSIONALS 


— EQUAL HOUSING 
ноте OPPORTUNITY 


1 


Downtown Minneapolis’ newest 
wedding venue, in the heart of the 
vibrant Hennepin Theatre District 


THEATER 


by LEAH NANAKO WINKLER 
Aug 16 - Sept 1 // Mixed Blood Theatre 
For tickets & more info: THEATERMU.ORG 


Six unique spaces including rooftop patio & ballroom 


Exceptional staff | Catering partners 


HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST 


HennepinTheatreTrust.org/900-Hennepin 612.455.9508 
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The world of professional wrestling is es- 
sentially a comic book come to life: the over- 
the-top cartoonishness of babyfaces (good 
guys) versus heels (villains), the amazing 
athleticism of the performers involved, and 
the overall spectacle that makes pro wrestling 
wholly unique compared to other forms of en- 
tertainment. 

But for something as flamboyant as wres- 
tling, the men and women in the ring have to 
be true performers who believe in their char- 
acters. Otherwise, how can we, as an audience, 
be invested in the story? And just like any au- 
thor, actor, or musician who gives everything 
they have to make a story believable, Terrance 
Griep—who wrestles under the nom de guerre 
Tommy “The Spiderbaby” Saturday—strives to 
do the exact thing. But he gets to wear tights 
while doing it. 

“Having grown up reading superhero 
comics and having two completely developed 
selves, it really is like a secret identity, minus 
the secrets,” said Griep. “I sometimes think of 
Spiderbaby as this character, and then some- 
times he’s just me.” 

And that very comic book-like motif of dual 
natures comes naturally to Griep, who, in ad- 
dition to working as a Minneapolis-based free- 
lance writer for various publications (includ- 
ing Lavender), has beefed up his resumé as a 
freelance writer for DC Comics. And like any 
true Renaissance man, Griep entered the world 
of wrestling in a rather unlikely fashion. 

"[ had worked as a writer for a number of 
years in the 1990s," said Griep. "That was my 
full time gig. And my main source of income 
suddenly went away, and I had to scramble for 
more income. So it occurred to me I’ve never 
looked anywhere local here in Minneapolis." 

In the late 1990s, Griep discovered a local 
independent wrestling promotion called Mid- 
west Pro Wrestling, which was in search of a 
color commentator, a role Griep immediately 
knew he'd be perfect for. 

"Traditionally, the color commentator is a 
villain, and they're for comedy relief," said Gri- 
ep. “Зо I applied, and the reason I applied (was) 
partly for a job, but I also thought in terms of 
networking, it's a big deal when you're a profes- 
sional freelancer." 

Believing that working in TV as a commen- 
tator would be a great way to network with 
other television professionals, Griep took the 
job. But eventually, the idea of actually being a 
wrestler became an attractive one, and sought 
training from MPW. 

"So I bartered a year's worth of promo- 
tional writing for the training; the idea being 


SPORTS 
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Tommy "Тһе Spiderbaby" Saturday is currently the Northern Lights Wrestling Heavyweight Champion, and he’s 
also the U.S. Heavyweight Champion for Independent Wrestling International. 


that I would just I would interview good guy 
wrestlers, insult them, and then get beat up in 
a way that would not actually hurt me,” said 
Griep. “And before we could do that, I had to 
have a match.” 

Prior to his first match in November 2003, 
Griep came out of the closet, and was profiled 
by OUT Magazine as the first known openly 
gay person to actively compete as a profes- 
sional wrestler. While there have been a num- 
ber gay wrestlers in the history of the industry, 
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most of them came out after retirement. Griep 
says he feels completely entitled to the distinc- 
tion. And to him, the gig was just way too fun. 

“When I had my first match, I came out 
before that first and I was covered by OUT 
Magazine,” said Griep. “And it turns out I had 
a proclivity for cheesing off large groups of 
drunken white people, which is wrestling gold. 
So for a while, I did both but eventually I just 
transitioned to full-time wrestling.” 

So who exactly IS the Spiderbaby? 


ne Сол/ілиса оп page 100 


twinsbaseball.com/pride 


“Tommy “Тһе Spiderbaby’ Saturday refers 
to himself as the world’s wickedest wrestler,” 
said Griep. “The Spiderbaby envisions himself 
as the second coming of The Undertaker. It’s a 
very vampire-like presentation. He always goes 
to the ring with his head covered, and then 
spits water in the air as he presents himself, 
and throws a rose into the audience.” 

The Spiderbaby is well-versed in the art of 
cheating to get ahead, like any good ring vil- 
lain would. And while the gimmick is played for 
laughs, the character isn’t in on the joke. 

“He wants desperately to win matches,” 
said Griep. “He really wants the audience to 
love him. But he knows that no matter how 
hard he tries, he’s going to come up short. And 


SPORTS 


he’s going to have to break the rules. And he 
knows that when he does, the audience is go- 
ing to turn on him.” 

But like any sport, homophobia had some- 
times been an issue for wrestling, either by way 
of stereotypical effeminate characters (usually 
played by straight men), or hostile fans. In over 
15 years as a wrestler, Griep said that his ex- 
perience as a gay wrestler has mostly been 
smooth sailing. 

“When it became known within the indus- 
try what I was going to be doing, I had a guy in 
Pennsylvania who literally begged me not to do 
it,” said Griep. “He was so afraid for my health, 
just because you are in a super compromising 
position (where) anyone could do great, griev- 


ous damage to you if they chose to.” 

Though he was nervous, Griep sallied 
forth, and the locker room reception after his 
first match was a welcome sight. 

“I went to the locker room and everyone 
stood up and gave me a standing ovation, tell- 
ing me that "We're on your side," said Griep. 
“I get the ‘F-word’ once іп a while, but the au- 
dience always tenses up and then I address it. 
Then one guy just wouldn't back off of it. I got 
mad at him, not for the insult, but just because 
he was damaging the match because the audi- 
ence didn't know how to react." 

Luckily, the wrestling community has be- 
come far more accepting of GLBT people, both 
in and out of the ring. Aside from a growing 
number of openly queer independent wrestlers 
like Griep, larger national companies have 
made strides: World Wrestling Entertainment 
had their first openly lesbian performer in So- 
nya Deville, and the up-and-coming All Elite 
Wrestling hired Nyla Rose, the first openly 
transgender woman to sign with a major Ameri- 
can promotion. 

And for Griep, every match is just another 
day on the job. Currently, he is the Northern 
Lights Wrestling Heavyweight Champion, and 
he's also the U.S. Heavyweight Champion for 
Independent Wrestling International. Having 
held 15 championships as a singles and tag 
team wrestler, the Spiderbaby has become a 
Minnesota wrestling fixture. And he's done it 
by living his truth, face paint and all. 

"The key, I discovered, is just to be yourself. 
Just do your thing,” said Griep. “Just show ev- 
eryone you're there for the same reasons they 
are. Lead through example and everything will 
just come and take care of itself.” Ш 


Spiderbaby- 
The Tale of the Tape 


Height: 5 11° 
Weight: 230 (bs. 


Hails From: Mystic, CT 
Finishing Move: The Mystic 
Widow (а modified Boston 
Crab submission] 
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THE MINNESOTA VIKINGS CONGRATULATE 


LAVENDER MAGAZINE ON THEIR 


20TH PRIDE EDITION. 


Тһе Hump Day Bowlers аге опе of three GLBT bowling leagues in the Twin Cities. Photo courtesy of Steve Nardini 


ROLLING WITH THE RAINBOW 


BOWLING LEAGUES 


The thud of a 12-pound ball as it col- 
lides with the floor, followed by the dull 
grinding sound it makes as it glides 
along the polished wood and the hoped- 
for crash of pins tumbling over. Throw in 
the cheers of your league-mates and you 
have the perfect setting for a night out. 

The Hump Day Bowlers, Wednesday 
Rainbow League, and TC Pride Bowlers 
are three of the many GLBT bowling 
leagues found throughout the Twin Cit- 
ies that open their arms to people who 
want to enjoy the sport and camaraderie 
of the lanes. All three, coincidentally, 
have league play on Wednesday evenings 
from September through March or April. 


HUMP DAY BOWLERS 
Concord Lanes, South St. Paul 
www.humpdaybowlers.com 


The Hump Day Bowlers got their start in 
2002 with just six teams. Steve Nardini, the 
league’s secretary and treasurer, joined as an 
opportunity to meet other people “in a comfort- 
able atmosphere, doing something that anyone 
can do,” he says. “Everyone can bowl, no matter 
your age, sex, or skill level.” 

Nardini describes his league as casual, com- 
fortable, and supportive. “We have bowlers who 
have bowled a 45 during one game; we've had 
a bowler with a perfect 300 game. There’s no 
judgement—just praise and applause for every- 
one’s achievements,” he says. 
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Any money left over from membership 
fees after the league pays the alley goes 
back to the bowlers at the end of the season 
in awards and prizes. But it’s not all fun and 
scores or prizes and trophies. A few years 
ago, the league started having food shelf 
drives. In 2013, they organized a “fun bowl” 
and gave 25 percent of proceeds to charity. 
Now the league organizes 9-Pin No-Tap Bowls 
to benefit Little Brothers—Friends of the El- 
derly LGBT Outreach and Bowl for the Cure. 

“The league has raised a combined total of 
over $12,000 for these and other organizations 
over the last seven-plus years,” Nardini says. “And 
we just concluded our seventh annual 9-Pin Bowl 
for the Cure Fundraiser on Jan. 27, 2019.” 


Ee Continued on page 104 


CONNECTED 


STAY CONNECTED WITH THE WILD. 
VISIT WILD.COM/SIGNUP TO RECEIVE 
EMAIL COMMUNICATION FROM YOUR 
FAVORITE TEAM. 


You, a canoe and a day of fun. 


Just add nature 


! ...2 سے 
ET MN minnesota Learn How!‏ 
STATE PARKS AND TRAILS mnDNR.gov/ICan‏ 
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WEDNESDAY RAINBOW LEAGUE 


Memory Lanes, Minneapolis 
www.facebook.com/WednesdayRainbowLeague 

With the start of the 2019-20 season, Wednesday Rainbow 
League will be celebrating their 40th anniversary. “We are one of the 
largest leagues in the state and International Gay Bowling Organiza- 
tion,” says league secretary Blaine Boverhuis. “I believe what drew 
people to join our bowling league is the fun and social environment 
where they meet so many great people from the community.” 

The league’s members represent every skill level from the very 
beginner/social bowler to the advanced bowler who participates in 
several leagues each season. Boverhuis says. “We welcome every- 
one to the league with open arms as long as their goal is to have fun 
while bowling!” 

Boverhuis is proud to work with the other board members to 
promote the league as a great opportunity for people in the GLBT 
community (and allies) to have a safe place to be their true self with- 
out fear of being judged or bullied. He says, “I can speak from per- 
sonal experience that this bowling league showed me that it is okay 


to be your true self.” 


TC PRIDE BOWLERS 
AMF Southtown Lanes, Bloomington 
www.tcpridebowlers.com 

When construction of the new soccer stadium demolished a bowl- 
ing alley in the Midway last year, rather than move with the Hump Day 
Bowlers to their new location in South St. Paul, some of the league’s 
Minneapolis residents broke off to form a league closer to home: TC 
Pride Bowlers. 

When league play resumes in the fall, the TC Pride Bowlers will have 
14 teams, consisting of 3-6 players each. Former league secretary Justin 
Odegard says that for most people, the league is more of a social outing 
(although some competitive players travel to out of state tournaments). 
“More people are willing to come out and just have fun with it and not 
worry about having to do well,” he says. 

When the league formed in 2018, Odegard saw some new faces. 
“They were super happy to have this sporting event not too far from 
where they live to go to on weeknights,” he says. “If you are interested 
in coming and joining, let us know. The more interest we have, we can 
relay that back to the bowling alley and if more lanes open up, we can 


have more people join." E 
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SEE THE FIRST AVENUE EXHIBIT 

Your all-access pass to the stars, the scene, and the stories 
from the legendary club that put Minnesota music on the 
map. First Avenue: Stories of Minnesota’s Mainroom, now 
on view, Minnesota History Center, St. Paul. 
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HISTORIC ADVENTURE ON TAP 
Nine online adventure categories—including 
Grand Views, Native American History, and 
more—make it easy for you to explore 

your interests and our state’s one-of-a- 

kind story. Begin at mnhs.org/visit. 
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at the Pride Festival and 
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NEW FROM MNHS PRESS 


Queer Voices, Eds. Andrea Jenkins, 
John Medeiros, Lisa Marie Brimmer. 


Precious and Adored, Eds. Lizzie 
Ehrenhalt, Tilly Laskey. 


FIND YOUR PLACE IN HISTORY 
` Explore the stories of Minnesota’s LGBTQ 
communities through MNHS resources, 
collections, and more at mnhs.org/Igbtq. 


MNHS Premier Partner: 


m ехріоке 
MINNESOTA 


= 
z 
I 
Ф 
7 
g 
o 
2 
En 
о 
о 
a 
м 
© 
Ф 
© 
Ф 
Q 
Ф 
а 


LEATHER LIFE 


PR | [) F • By Steve Lenius * 


2019 


STONEWAL 
29 MEMORIES 


This June marks the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall rebellion. The 
Stonewall Inn was a Greenwich Village neighborhood gay bar on Chris- 
topher Street in New York City. In the early morning hours of June 28, 
1969, the police raided the bar as they had many times before. But this 
time the bar’s patrons, who were mostly black and Latinx drag kings and 
queens, resisted and fought back, and the raid turned into two days and 
nights of riots. Many people consider these riots the birth of the modern 
continuing struggle by the GLBT community for our human rights. 

Big plans have been made to celebrate this year’s fiftieth anniversary 
of Stonewall. The epicenter of the celebrations will be New York City’s 
WorldPride NYC/Stonewall 50, but there also will be huge commemora- 
tions elsewhere. 

Twenty-five years ago, in 1994 and also in New York City, the last big 
Stonewall milestone anniversary was Stonewall 25—and I was there as 
part of my Great Lakes Mr. Drummer 1994 title year. 

In 1994, being gay, and being in leather, was in many ways different 
than today. AIDS and the HIV virus were still decimating the commu- 
nity. There were no cellphones, no social media, and no websites. If you 
wanted to hook up, you used your landline telephone and a modem to 
dial up AOL, CompuServe or a local BBS. Or you actually showed up at 
a gay bar, coffee house, or cruising ground. 

That was the setting in which I traveled to New York for the Stone- 
wall 25 celebration. I arrived on Wednesday, June 22, in time to see a 
performance of Angels in America Part Two: Perestroika, the then-new 
AIDS-themed play by Tony Kushner. 

Other huge events were held concurrently with Stonewall 25. Gay 
Games IV featured athletic competition and a week-long cultural festival. 
The International Lesbian and Gay Conference was the largest gather- 
ing ever of international lesbian and gay activists. 

The International S/M Leather Fetish Celebration was a four-day 
event with a Leather Pride Night, Leather Dance, and 150 presenters 
conducting 65 workshops. The event was sponsored by several legend- 
ary leather/SM organizations: Defenders/New York; Excelsior MC; 
Gay Male S/M Activists (GMSMA); Lesbian Sex Mafia; National Leath- 
er Association (NLA) Metro NY; and The Eulenspiegel Society. 

PrideFest 94, presented by New York’s Heritage of Pride, was ап 
open-air pride festival with a Pride Pavilion, entertainment stages, food 
stands, vendor marketplace, and many magnificent drag queens befit- 
ting the city that gave us Wigstock. It was significant that the event was 
held on the piers along the waterfront at the foot of Christopher Street 
by the old meatpacking district (legendary for cruising and BDSM ac- 
tivity)—and in the shadow of the World Trade Center’s Twin Towers, 
which would fall on Sept. 11, 2001. 


June, 1994: Your humble columnist at the Stonewall 25 March. Photo by Ruth Hum- 
leker 


Celebrating Stonewall 25 on the plaza in front of the Stonewall Inn in 1994. Photo by 
Ken Binder 


I CONC on page 108 


106 | LAVENDER | JUNE 6-19, 2019 


єс | 


EASY LIVI 


К SOPHISTICATED. VIBRANT. SEDUCTIVE. 


2 HOMINNEAPOLIS.COM (612) 213-1223 | HIGHEST RATED LUXURY DOWNTOWN 


LEATHER LIFE 


WE SERVE ALL FLAVORS 


— TWIN CITIES LEATHER AND LATTE ———— 


= Г = BB = | 


The stage at PrideFest 794, with the Twin Towers in the background. Photo by Ken 
Binder 


On Friday evening I was part of Touch New York, a male erotic 
ritual presented by the Body Electric School. Men from all over the 
world took over a hotel ballroom for an evening of touching bodies, 
hearts and spirits—a perfect warm-up for the weekend’s march as 
well as other celebrations. 

But the centerpiece of Stonewall 25, on Sunday, June 26, was more 
than just a “pride parade"— it was the “International March on the 
United Nations to Affirm the Human Rights of Lesbian and Gay Peo- 
ple.” The march was international and it was the largest march for hu- 
man rights that had ever been held until that time. Fittingly, it was led 
by veterans of the Stonewall rebellion, the pioneers who started it all. 

The march was mind-bogglingly huge. The first wave of marchers 
started lining up at 10 a.m., stretching over a lineup area covering 
thirty city blocks. Stepping off at 11 a.m., the March started at 42nd 
Street and 1st Avenue and passed by the United Nations building. It 
then continued to the Great Lawn of Central Park for a post-March 
Rally with activists, human-rights leaders, and performers and enter- 
tainers from around the globe. Befitting the huge scale of the march 
was “Raise the Rainbow,” a mile-long rainbow flag. 

I marched for a time carrying the banner for the Minnesota contin- 
gent. Then I marched with the leather contingent, which experienced 
some controversy. At the last moment a woman in black, cracking a 
twelve-foot bullwhip, was added to the front of the contingent. A group 
of leather folk held hands to create a 28-foot bubble around her so 
that no innocent bystanders would be inadvertently hit with the whip. 
Some wondered if this was the image the leather/BDSM/fetish com- 
munity should be putting forward during the march, but the crack of 
the whip was definitely an attention-getter. 

At 3 p.m., all along the March route, there was a Moment of Silence 
1 to “remember all those who have died of hatred, whether by violence 

MINNESOTA Y Ж P S. or by inaction in the face of the worldwide AIDS epidemic." Then, after 
ARMY =“ Ww . си remembering the dead, a Moment of Rage spread along ће March 
GUARD ” Же И, с-з еу route with over 1 million voices yelling, screaming and howling our 
سے‎ i determination to continue to "fight like hell for the living." 

* Both the march and the leather pride celebration made a lasting 
impact on me, who had been out as a gay man for many years by that 


520К en list ment bo пи. =; 5 point but who was still relatively new to leather. 


* 100% college tuition | : Б Now, 25 years later, some things haven’t changed since Stonewall 
e Wo rk experience x 255 25 ог, for that matter, since the original Stonewall rebellion. Our human 


e Full time benefits R rights are still worth fighting for. And Pride is still worth celebrating. Е 


108 | LAVENDER | JUNE 6-19, 2019 


Stability & Housing for 
Veterans 


www.mac-v.org 


WE, SERVE 


MAC-V.org | 


THANK YOU 


SERY 
MN VETERANS AND FAMILIES 


We are working to ensure 
Veterans have a. permanent 
place to call home. 


We help prevent homelessness by providing: 


e Transitional and Permanent Housing 
* Legal Information, Assistance and Advice 
e Employment Services 


If you're a Vetin need of these resources, 
or if you know of a Vet 
in need, please call 1-833-222-(MACV)6228. 


Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans | 2700 E. Lake St., Minneapolis | MAC -V.org 
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RAINBOW 


After the 2010-11 repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, the United States 
military has been making inroads in reaching out to openly queer people 
interested in serving their country. The Minnesota National Guard in 
particular has been incredibly active in not only reaching out to potential 
recruits in the queer community, but also the openly gay troops already 
within its ranks. 

“As people come join the military community, its very important 
for us to also join their community,” said MG Jon Jensen, the Adjutant 
General of the Minnesota National Guard. “However they define their 
community—whether that’s based on their religion, their sex, sexual 
orientation, their race, or ethnic background—we have to be a part of 
that community as well, not just for our individual soldiers and airmen 
that are an organization, but also as citizens of Minnesota—that they’re 
aware of their Minnesota National Guard and in what our approach is 
to make sure that they understand that their Minnesota National Guard 
looks like them too.” 

Jensen said that while he knows that soldiers make accommodations 
in order to serve in the military, the military likewise needs to make 
accommodations on behalf of their soldiers and airmen so they can con- 
tinue to serve. 23.7 percent of Minnesota’s GLBT population, compared 
to 12.5 percent of the state population as a whole, have served or have 
family members who have served in the military. As such, the Minnesota 
National Guard has been active in reaching out to the GLBT community 
with their diversity and inclusion program. 

“The first thing that we did was (that) we created objectives for the 
organization,” said Jensen. “We articulated where we wanted to go. We 
weren't necessarily sure how we were going to get there, but we said, 
‘Here’s our goal.’ One of the first things we did is hire a diversity inclu- 
sion officer. And I think that was that was a huge step. That was the 
big step because what it allowed us to do was organize everything else 
around someone and have a champion for this. And so that was step one. 
Step two was the recognition of our special emphasis on ERG (Employee 
Resource Groups).” 

Jensen said this strategy allowed the National Guard to interact and 
integrate at a much higher level. Then they took senior members of the 
organization to become champions of each one of their special emphasis 
councils. 
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MG Jon Jensen. Photo courtesy of the Minnesota National Guard 


“So as it relates to the GLBT community, the removal of Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell really opened up the door for us,” said Jensen. “Now we didn’t 
have to be afraid of asking, and we were able to take this special em- 
phasis council which existed elsewhere in the federal government, but 
we weren't really allowed to participate. It allowed us to stand that up 
and it allowed us to have awareness and interaction and involvement and 
conversation. It's kind of transitioned into the transgender soldiers and 
airmen and their ability to serve. It's allowed us to have conversation 
and value them and let them know that they're valued as soldiers and 
as airmen." 

Nonetheless, there's still work to be done, especially as transgender 
troops being allowed to serve in the military is currently in question on a 
federal level. But the Minnesota National Guard has made it clear that if 
a person wants to serve, then they should be appreciated for that desire. 

“I think we are we are still striving on the inclusion piece, but I think 
we аге we are a long ways down the road on this," said Jensen. “І really 
want to have an environment where everybody who wants to serve is 
allowed to serve, that's my goal as far as the military has challenges in 
recruiting. One way for us to expand our recruiting market is to be as 
inclusive as we can and to value every soldier and airman for who they 
are, where they come from, and understand that they have something to 
give to our organization." 

For more information on the Minnesota National Guard, its diversity 
initiatives and recruitment opportunities, visit minnesotanationalguard. 
ng.mil. E 
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Prior to deciding to join the Minnesota National Guard, Capt. Forrest 
Jennings was hoping to go on active duty, but the then-recent repeal of 
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell made him hesitant. 

“I was originally going to go active duty after I graduated college, 
but Don’t Ask Don’t Tell had only been repealed a few years before in 
2011, and I was scared that I would have to be closeted on active duty, 
so I joined the Guard,” said Jennings, an Edmond, Oklahoma native and 
graduate of Oklahoma Christian University. “I initially joined the Oregon 
National Guard in 2013, and served with them until I moved to Minne- 
sota in 2015.” 

Thankfully, the post-DADT environment of the National Guard has 
proven to be a welcoming one for Jennings, a current captain and com- 
mander of the Headquarters and Headquarters Troop for 1-94 Cavalry 
in Duluth, as well as the GLBT Special Emphasis Council Advisor for the 
Minnesota National Guard. But like most GLBT people, the road to com- 
ing out wasn’t an easy one. 

"[ realized I was gay when I was seven years old,” said Jennings. “I 
remember watching Titanic and being WAY more interested in Jack than 
I was in Rose; I still think Rose could have made room on that door. The 
process was very difficult. Growing up in Oklahoma, in church I was 
taught at a young age that if you were gay you were ‘going to hell’ and 
that gay people were ‘evil’. This caused me to not fully accept being gay 
until I was in college, however, it didn’t get any easier there.” 

After receiving a full-ride scholarship to the historically conservative 
Oklahoma Christian, where students could be kicked out for being gay, 
Jennings came out of the closet upon graduating in 2013. However, he 
didn’t come out as a serviceman until 2015. 

“I was terrified of coming out in the mili- 
tary because I didn’t want to be judged for 
my sexuality, but for my leadership and skill 
as a soldier,” said Jennings. “I came out to 
my unit during the unit Christmas party in 
2015, when I took my boyfriend at the time, 
who himself was a member of the Coast 
Guard. I was pleasantly surprised when the 
unit fully embraced me as myself. I was com- 
pletely accepted by my unit, a unit that I was 
very close to and it helped me to be a better 
leader.” 

Since that Christmas party, Jennings 
said that he’s been continually accepted by 
his fellow soldiers, and has been treated no 
different than anyone else. He also believes 
that the Minnesota National Guard and the 
military at large have been progressing in 
terms of accepting queer service members. 

“I think the biggest thing driving prog- 
ress is the visibility of GLBT people in the 
military,” said Jennings. “Once a unit real- 
izes that some of the people—their friends, 


Capt. Forrest Jennings is the commander of the Higher Head- 
quarters Troop for 1-94 Calvary in Duluth, as well as the LGBT 
Special Emphasis Council Advisor for the Minnesota National 
Guard. Photo courtesy of Forrest Jennings 
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Jennings, far left, came out of the closet in 2015, and was immediately embraced by 
his fellow National Guardsmen. Photo courtesy of Forrest Jennings 

their brothers and sisters in arms—that 
they have been serving beside are mem- 
bers of the GLBT community, more times 
than not they embrace who they are. Fear 
has been the greatest detractor to this prog- 
ress, but once people started to see that we 
were just soldiers like them, that we want 
to serve our country, and excel as soldiers, 
they could see we weren’t so different. 
There is work to be done, but the more sol- 
diers that come out, the greater the prog- 
ress will be. Representation matters.” 

As for GLBT people considering join- 
ing the armed forces, Jennings encouraged 
them to be their true selves. 

“The number one thing other service 
members want is to know that the men and 
women on their right and left have their 
back, work hard to accomplish the mission, 
and put others first,” said Jennings. “If you 
do that, you will be accepted as you are and 
the organization will be better because you 
are a part of it.” E 
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A HELPING HAND 10 
THOSE WHO SERVED 


As we celebrate the men and women who serve 
in the armed forces, it’s important to take note of the 
struggles many veterans face once their service has 
ended. Homelessness, unemployment, substance 
abuse and disabilities have proven to be major prob- 
lems within the veteran community. 

According to the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, an estimated 40,056 veter- 
ans are homeless on any given night in the United 
States. Many organizations around the country have 
made it their mission to assist veterans in combatting 
homelessness and unemployment, and here in Min- 
nesota, the Minnesota Assistance Council for Veter- 
ans (МАСУ) is a shining example of such servitude. 


Image courtesy of MACV 
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“Our mission is to provide housing stability 
for veterans that (are) finding themselves in 
a position where they're becoming homeless 
or they're currently living on the street," said 
МАСУ development officer Shaun Riffe. “Апа 
we do that in a few different ways. The first way 
we do it is (that) we provide immediate direct 
assistance, providing money to things like pay- 
ing a month of rent to help them get caught up 
on their bills so they avoid eviction." 

МАСУ also offers safe housing options for 
homeless vets looking for either transitional or 
permanent housing, coordinating resources 
for food vouchers, health care, job search as- 
sistance, and chemical dependency treatment. 
On top of that, MACV does not discriminate on 
the basis of age, race, ethnicity, gender identity, 
or sexual orientation. Riffe says that MACV has 
become increasingly dedicated to reaching out 
to GLBT veterans. 

“Our first outreach started specifically this 
last year during Pride,” said Riffe. “We started 
thinking, "Where are we not reaching out to 
people? And so (we decided to go) to Pride. 
There are a lot of vets that are in the service 
that are in that community, and maybe that's 
a way to just at least get the awareness out 
there." 

Riffe believes that queer veterans are at a 
particular risk of facing homelessness. 

“Гуе interviewed three different clients 
we've had go through our system. One of 
them (was) Marissa, a former Marine (who 
is) also transgender,” said Riffe. “Because of 
the transgender community's struggles with 
housing and jobs and all the things that kind 
of come with that, she became homeless. She 
went through our program and then ended 
up working with one of our partners, and is 
now a housing manager, and so she works 
with some of the clients that we actually work 
with." 

Riffe also touched upon the particular dif- 
ficulties of GLBT veterans who served around 
the time of the Vietnam War, when serving 
while openly gay was grounds for discharge. 

“What we do know is that in the military, 
up until (the repeal of) Don't Ask, Don't Tell, it 
was illegal to be openly gay (in the military)," 
said Riffe. “We have a lot of (Vietnam-era) vet- 
erans that have come through that time and 
they know this stigma and they don't know if 
they can trust the military. Now we feel like 
it's about building trust to that particular com- 
munity." 

MACV case manager Mikaela Hunley re- 
counted when she assisted a younger gay 


COMMUNITY 


Case manager Mikaela Hunley, left, and development Officer Shaun Riffe, right, serve homeless veterans at the 
metro region offices of Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans. Photo by ChrisTarbox 


woman who was dealing with homelessness. 
Hunley said that the client didn't have any real 
issues being openly gay in the military. 

"She's post 9/11," said Hunley. *(With) the 
millennial age group, it's super accepted in my 
opinion, and I think as we get older, I don't 
think it's going to be that much of a problem 
going forward." 

Riffe said that MACV's doors are open to 
any and all veterans, regardless of their sexual 
orientation or gender identity, and that their 
well-being and health are top priorities. 


"Our group here had a great time at Pride 
last year," said Riffe. "Throughout the day, peo- 
ple just kept coming and they found out more 
and more, and it wasn’t even like, "We're here 
just for homeless.' But there's an organization 
that serves veterans that's here celebrating 
with (them)." 

“I really think it's just (about) making sure 
they know that support is there." 

For more information on the services 
and resources provided by МАСУ, visit 
www.mac-v.org. | 
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100 YEARS OF SERVICE 


If you've lived in or frequently visited Min- 
neapolis, odds are that you’ve made at least 
one trip to the James Ballantine VFW Post 246. 
Situated right in the heart of Uptown’s Lynlake 
neighborhood, the Uptown VFW has been a 
popular hangout for dance parties, karaoke 
nights, music shows, or just chilling out with 
a beer in hand. 

Most importantly, however, the Uptown 
VFW has been focused on its mission to foster 
camaraderie among veterans of foreign wars, 
and has been working hard to engage veter- 
ans with the local community at large. As of 
this writing, $4.4 million have been raised by 
the VFW to lend monetary aid to veterans and 
active-duty soldiers and their families, as well 
as 878,349 hours volunteered in VA medical 
centers, hospitals, and nursing homes. 

“We are the most established VFW in 
the area,” said LS3 Matt Terry, marketing 
manager for the Uptown VFW. “Our pres- 
ence is pretty wide. We’ve got members 
down in Cannon Falls, up to North Branch. 
So all veterans seek us out to be a part of 
what we've built here, and help expand our 
reach and expand our abilities to really 
help the overall cause.” 

This year, the Uptown VFW achieves an as- 
tounding milestone with its 100th anniversary, 
with the official anniversary date taking place 
on Nov. 4 this year. 

“We've been really pushing hard as far as all 
our events going on this year,” said Terry. “This 
year I want to step above and beyond and really 
make it known (that these are) the kind of things 
we do in the neighborhood.” 

Aside from the regular work being done for 
veterans in general, the Uptown VFW is unique 
in its unconditional love and support for the lo- 
cal GLBT community and queer veterans. 

"I'm about 99 percent sure we were the first 
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From left: SPC Sarah Ditto, TSgt Jen Mead, and LS3 Matt Terry. Photo by Chris Tarbox 


VFW to ever attend a Pride event in the coun- 
try that we know of,” said Terry. “We did some 
deep diving, and no one else was marketing or 
talking about being as open as we've been striv- 
ing to be.” 

“A lot of it honestly comes from the location 
that we’re in,” Terry continued. “Sexual orien- 
tation or gender identity: none of that matters 
as long as you serve. And that goes for either 
being a patron or a VFW member.” 

That very respect and acceptance was af- 
forded to current VFW member SPC Sarah 
Ditto, an Iraq War veteran who served in the 
Minnesota Army National Guard from 2003 to 
2011. Due to serving while Don't Ask, Don't 
Tell was still in effect, Ditto admitted to having 
a difficult experience as a lesbian serving in the 


military. 

"It sucked being in under Don't Ask, Don't 
Tell,” said Ditto. “Most people (knew) that I 
was a lesbian. But there was definitely some 
prejudice at some point against me in my unit." 

Ditto said that she was a regular victim of 
harassment and unfair treatment, even be- 
ing written up because her crewcut hairstyle 
wasn't deemed "feminine" enough. 

"And they kept telling me Don't Ask, Don't 
Tell was gonna get repealed,” said Ditto. ^I was 
like, ТІ believe it when I see it,’ and it got re- 
pealed as soon as I got out." 

Even though her time in the military was 
marred by such negativity, Ditto found post- 
service solace in the Uptown VFW after being 
encouraged by a friend to visit. 
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Тһе Uptown VFW is celebrating its 100th anniver- 
sary this year. Image courtesy of James Ballantine 


VFW Post 246 


1: ATAD C 
HONORS 
YOUR SERVICE 
WITH PRIDE. 


COME JOIN US 


IN CELEBRATION! 


2916 LYNDALE AVE 5 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55408 
FREE PARKING IN BACK 


The Uptown VFW has been assertive in its 
outreach to both the GLBT community and 
queer veterans. Image courtesy of James Bal- 
lantine VFW Post 246 


“I felt welcome at this 
post since I first came 
here,” said Ditto. “I love 
it here, and I was able to 
help organize the first 
Gay Pride that (the VFW 
visited). And everybody 
was coming up to us and 
thanking us for being 
there. And they’re like, 
‘Thank you for your ser- 
vice. I got off work here to 
thank you.” 

Now a member for two 
years, Ditto said that her 
time with the VFW has 
helped heal her wounds. 

“My experience in the 
military as part of the com- 
munity was not positive,” said 
Ditto. “And this has been able 
to help overshadow that and 
help me with some of those 
issues.” 

Indeed, the Uptown VFW 
has proven to be a nurturing 
and welcoming environment, 
and has demonstrated zero 
tolerance for hateful attitudes 
on its grounds. 

“A few months ago, a reg- 
ular who came here to sing 
karaoke every night called 
a member the ‘F-word’ and 
was kicked out of here very 
quickly and has been perma- 
nently banned,” said TSgt Jen 
Mead, Uptown VFW Junior 
Vice-Elect. “That’s the level of 
tolerance we have for that kind 
of shit.” 

Mead expressed  disap- 
pointment that, in the year 


2019, the Uptown VFW was considered "ahead of the curve" for its pro- 
gressive policies regarding GLBT veterans. 
"There have been gay people serving in the military since the Ameri- 


can Revolution," said Mead. "There have always been queer people in 
our military, and (it took) 230 years to recognize that. So it's a little bit 
sad, we're trying to fix that. And even if other organizations don't see it, 
we acknowledge it. And I think that's a big part of why we're doing well: 
we're recognizing what the actual military looks like." 

For more information on the James Ballantine Uptown VFW Post 
246, its charitable activities, events, and more, visit uptownvfw.org. Ё 
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PUT ON A HAPPY ACE 


“We have feelings and emotions.” 

The moment the words are out of Tyrell’s 
mouth, the entire group erupts into nods, 
mhmms, and “уаѕѕ”еѕ. The eight people at 
the table are a smallish representation of the 
Minnesota Asexuals MeetUp group and every 
single one of them echoes Tyrell’s sentiment 
at some point while we chat. “I’m a legitimate 
person. I just experience attraction differently,” 
says Joci. “We don’t think that people who 
aren’t asexual are gross,” adds Grant. 

An asexual person might not be swept off 
of their feet by a romantic gesture or aroused 
by a beautiful person, but their capacity for joy, 
sadness, love, and any other emotion does not 
operate at a lesser degree than it does for any- 
one else. 

Asexuals (sometimes shortened to “aces”) 
are, simply put, human beings with feelings 
and emotions. Emma compared her response 
to romance and sex to being color blind or hav- 
ing the genetic quirk that makes cilantro taste 
like soap, “I take your word for it that [sexual 
attraction] exists,” she says. It’s just that for ev- 
eryone at this table, cilantro tastes like cilantro 
and red looks suspiciously like green. 

“We are people with feelings” seems like an 
easy conceptual hurdle to clear, but everyone 
in the group had a story proving that not all of 
us clear that hurdle. People tell the ace com- 
munity that their feelings and emotions are not 
valid in all kinds of ways. These range from 
well-intentioned friends or family members 
who “feel sorry” for the asexual in their life, 
potential partners who think they can “cure” an 
ace, people conflating asexuality with celibacy 
or “purity culture”, and sometimes GLBT folx 
making aces feel unwelcome in the GLBT com- 
munity. 

The Minnesota Asexual group agreed that 
the Twin Cities GLBT community has been 
welcoming overall. They have had a tent at 
Pride (both Twin Cities and Rochester) in the 
past (and will again this year! Go say hey!) and 
that experience has been a net positive. There 
was no outright hostility at TC Pride, but they 
caught a few “derisive look[s]"and fielded a few 
unintentionally hurtful questions. However, ev- 


ery interaction with a new ace (and sometimes 
curious, supportive parents) makes it worth it. 

Being asexual is not a standalone identity 
and it does not preclude relationships. Three 
of the attending group members are married 
and half of the remainder have partners. Being 
asexual does not require being alone, only dat- 
ing asexuals, being straight, being binary, or 
being a prude. The Minnesota Asexuals occa- 
sionally go to the Black Hart to support Dean 
Demonic, an Ace Drag Queen. 

Full disclosure: I’ve been lurking the Min- 
neapolis Asexuals MeetUp page for more than 
two years, but before this interview, I had never 
met them. They have more than 400 members 
online, but a lot of us hesitate to show up in 
person. Their meetings hover around 10-15 
people, and although there are a few members 
who show up regularly, there are also plenty 
of sporadic attendees. Everyone who came to 
the interview had been a member for a year or 
more and several of them had not yet met each 
other. So don’t be like me. Chances are pretty 
good that when you show up, you won't be the 
only new face. 

This is a genuine, good-hearted group of 
people. Half of their meetings are activity- 
based (game nights, trips to the Black Hart, 
etc.) and the other half is discussion-based. 
These discussions cover the asexual experi- 
ence in all its shades of gray: recent personal 
revelations, complaints about the latest person 
who thinks one of them just hasn't done sex 


Minnesota Asexuals boasts more than 400 members online. Photo by Holly Peterson 


Minnesota Asexuals has a presence at Twin Cities Pride 
in Loring Park. Photo courtesy of Minnesota Asexuals 


right yet, conversations about ace celebrities, 
and sometimes they just kind of sit around and 
stare at each other. 

If you are not quite ready to meet other aces 
in real life (or if you are not ace and want to 
learn more about aces on your own time) the 
group had several suggestions on good online 
and print resources. Amelia Ace and the “Let- 
ters to an Asexual" are two favorite YouTube 
resources and Julie Sondra Decker's The Invis- 
ible Orientation has been formative enough to 
members of the group that at least one sent it 
to her family. As far as ace communities goes, 
Aven has great resources, but, like much of the 
internet, is “not well moderated." 

And if you just want to make the local ace 
community feel extra welcome at Pride this 
year, maybe stop by their tent with some cake. 
It’s their unofficial mascot. 

For more information, visit mnasexuals. 
com. ll 
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Elijah McGregor Fortson refers to himself as a Gay 
Capricorn of Color (GCC), a prolific dancer, a discourse 
addict, a hot-take connoisseur, a fount of comic book 

and anime trivia, a social justice warrior and a man 
trying to figure out what to do with an Ivy league 
degree in Media Studies. 


He's every bit as unique as our eyewear, 
and he wears it beautifully. 
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The journey for Ali Sands and her partner, Rhys Preston, began with 
a cup of coffee. 

Тһе couple had been together for several years when Rhys, іп Feb- 
ruary of 2005, went out to coffee with a friend writing a dissertation on 
gender. He came back with a stack of books about trans issues, and an 
epiphany about his own gender identity, as a trans man. 

*Oh my God, this is me. I didn't even know there was a name for it or 
that I could do anything about it," Sands quoted her partner as saying. 

Тһе couple spent the next several years navigating the journey of his 
transition, ultimately finding themselves a stronger and happier couple 
as a result. Іп a new memoir J Know You Are, But What Am I?, Sands 
recounts her experiences through that transition, offering insight and 
perspective for partners and loved ones of trans people. 

As Rhys grew into his identity as a trans man, Sands found there 
were few resources available to help partners of trans folks support their 
loved one while also parsing out their own feelings and identity. 

Тһе book is based on a series of journals Sands kept between 2005 
to 2009, wrestling with the challenges facing both her and Rhys through 
the process. Since then, Sands realized that she wasn't alone in her expe- 
rience; her journals, the record of her and Rhys' hard work and growth, 
could help others wrestling with the same questions she had. 

^We mentored a lot of trans people in the community, young adults. 
'They asked if they could read it, and I let them. I realized if I did ever 
publish it, it could be such a resource for people going through a similar 
experience," she said. 


COMMUNITY 
е By Gabby Landsverk e 


I know who you are, 
but what am І? 


А new memoir, | Know You Are But What Am І, is a first person account from the 
partner of a trans man, detailing the emotional process of the undergoing transition 
as a couple. Image courtesy of Ali Sands 


ith that in mind, Sands started reworking her journals. As a finished 
product, her book retains the conversational tone and emotional reso- 
nance from its origins as Sands' personal record of her own experience. 

Before publishing, Sands asked Rhys for his blessing, and worked 
with him to make sure he was comfortable with the raw, intimate materi- 
als from their lives together appearing on paper. 

“Не read it through three times and then said yes," Sands said. “Не 
really let go and gave this over to me. It was a huge gift." 

With the publication of the book, Sands has also embarked on a ca- 
reer as an educational speaker, sharing her experiences with audiences 
who may not know much about queer and trans issues. 

^[ think the book can also help a lot of cis[gender] het[erosexual] 
people to understand how raw, emotionally, physically, and financially 
draining this process is and gives people empathy. I speak mostly to com- 
munities who are not LGBTQ, who want to understand more about what 
this is all about. When people get a perspective that is more intimate, 
they open their hearts more," Sands said. 
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Ali Sands апа her partner, Rhys Preston, have been together for 17 years, апа 
together host educational speaking events for audiences to discuss issues of gender 
and identity. Photo courtesy of Ali Sands 


Rhys often accompanies her in these educational conversations. 
Sands makes a point of steering the conversation away from invasive 
questions about surgery or hormone therapies, and toward the broad- 
er conversations about identity and community. 

“My partner as a trans person is sometimes really uncomfortable 
fielding those kinds of questions and it’s a lot easier for me to do that 
rather than give all the responsibility to him.” 

In adding to the conversation on gender identity, Sands is careful 
to point out her own privilege; she never, as a cisgender person, claims 
to speak for trans people, and tries to use her visibility to boost more 
marginalized voices in the queer community. 

“My intention going forward is to never, especially as a white wom- 
an, never take up that space. I’m in a community of a lot of people, 
including queer people of color,” Sands said. 

She added that one of the great parts of the Twin Cities community 
is the diverse queer community, in particular active and engaged queer 
youth. 

“That’s one of the reasons I so love living in Minneapolis. There’s 
such an amazing younger generation of trans, queer non-binary people 
that are stepping forward as leaders. I don’t feel like I have a lot to 
teach them, I feel like I have one story to share,” Sands said. “As a 
person that went through a lot to live my truth, I want to use my experi- 
ence to give other people the opportunity to do the same.” 

For more information, to contact Ms. Sands or to order the book, 
visit www.alisandsspeaker.com. li 
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RAINBOW READING 


GLBT Literature is Black and White and Read All Over. 


“Unasked by night; I am true Love, I fill 
The hearts of boy and girl with mutual flame.’ 
Then sighing, said the other, 'Have thy will, 
Iam the Love that dare not speak its name.’ * 
—"Two Loves," Lord Alfred Douglas 


In pre-Stonewall America, most GLBT folk 
lived in a world of big ears and bigger fists, 
a setting where spoken expression of non- 
hetero love might land one in a hospital bed, 
a jail cell... or a casket. Gay individuals often 
spent their lives thrashing through an ocean of 
lonely. The only lifeline these souls could use 
to pull themselves along was provided by gay 
literature which connected them to a larger 
community. And that literature, along with the 
community it fosters, is on full spectrum-y dis- 
play today. 

Magus Books is but one component in a 
self-described Healing Center that, according 
to its website (www.magusbooks.com), “offers 
avariety of complementary healing treatments, 
with a team of trained Wellness Practitioners." 
This variety includes “herbal consultations, 
massage and reiki healing, cupping, aroma- 


therapy, moxibustion, and audio-visual stimula- 
tion sessions." 

And Magus Books builds a singular com- 
munity connecting people looking for a connec- 
tion. "Magus has created a community where it 
is safe to be a seeker," Magus Books co-owner 
Mela Amara assures. "We welcome anyone 
who wants to understand and know themselves 
better and how they fit into the world we all 
share. Lavender readers would be interested 
in our Gay Men's Spirituality Group that meets 
every other Monday night to discuss relevant 
topics and feel connected to a community." 

That connection reaches over Old Muddy 
and into the state capital by way of the recently- 
renamed Next Chapter Booksellers. “Мапу 
authors and publishers are marking the fiftieth 
anniversary of Stonewall with some outstand- 
ing books," store manager David Enyeart ob- 
serves. "You can read a history of the demon- 
stration—The Stonewall Reader—or check out 
photos from more recent protests and celebra- 
tions—Pride: Fifty Years of Parades and Pro- 
tests. Closer to home, there’s a great collection 
of poetry, fiction, and nonfiction from one of 


the longest-running queer reading series in the 
nation, right here in Minnesota, Queer Voices. 
And if you’d rather listen to an audiobook, the 
recent revival of Angels in America will be avail- 
able soon.” 

Magers and Quinn Booksellers, meanwhile, 
lays claim to the title of the Twin Cities’ largest 
independent bookstore, having sold new, used, 
out-of-print and collectible books there for over 
two decades. According to their website (www. 
magersandquinn.com). Their stock, as stated 
on their website, “represent all subjects and 
feature everything from unusual and hard-to- 
find editions to popular favorites and current 
releases.” 

Mary Magers offers two Pride-centric rec- 
ommendations. Proclaims she: “As we mark 
the 50th anniversary of Stonewall, Land of 
10,000 Loves and Queer Twin Cities are two 
books recognize the lasting impact of those lo- 
cally who dedicated themselves to the struggle 
for gay rights.” 

“Land of 10,000 Loves by Stewart Van Cleve 
honors the diverse and rich legacy of Minne- 
sota queer history,” Magers told Lavender. 
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“In this illustrated history he also 
shines a light on the Tretter Col- 
lection at the University of Minne- 
sota, and Mr. Tretter’s life’s work, 
one of the most comprehensive 
accounts of international queer 
history in the world. Steward did 
an event at Magers & Quinn, and 
he sticks in my mind as being one 
of the most prepared authors we 
ever had, and one of the nicest.” 

But that’s only half of Mag- 
ers’ endorsement. “[I also recom- 
mend] Queer Twin Cities, Twin 
Cities GLBT Oral History Project, 
edited by Kevin P. Murphy, Jen- 
nifer L. Pierce, and Larry Knopp,” 
she reveals. “Another University 
of Minnesota Press publication, 
Queer Twin Cities is a collection 
of essays on Minnesota's past and 
present queer communities drawn 
from the Twin Cities GLBT Oral 
History Project." 

The titles of the reviewed books 


prove that modern GLBT love not 
only dares to speak its name, that 
Love dares the world to try to shut 
it up. The gay community it fos- 
tered for generations has fully in- 
tegrated into the local community 
(and vice versa), but in our post- 
Will, post-Grace era, gay literature 
no longer serves as a lifeline—rath- 
er, it serves as a baton. Ё 


Magers & Quinn Booksellers 
3038 Hennepin Ave. 
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Fiant Dental in Minneapolis has a motto 
that might cause a double-take: “Dentistry for 
the Joyful.” 

That seemingly counter-intuitive motto is 
part of the clinic’s mission, and Jamie Graham, 
DDS works with his staff to fulfill it every day, 
turning a common fear into something patients 
can actually look forward to. If it's any indicator 
of the mission's success, the Minnesota Roll- 
ergirls even adopted the clinic as the team's 
official dentist, and the Fiant Dental website 
is filled with trading card-esque snapshots of 
Rollergirls team members. It's strangely invit- 
ing, even for someone with dentophobia. You 
get the distinct impression that you truly will 
leave with a smile on your face. 

Graham expounded on his clinic's philoso- 
phy. 

"Our practice opened in 2003 with the phi- 
losophy that dental care could actually be a 
joyful, fun experience. We adopted the tagline 
‘Dentistry for the Joyful’ because joyful people 
smile a lot, and those are the folks we want 
to serve,” Graham says. “Since opening the 
doors, we've grown tenfold. That makes us joy- 
ful, too.” 

As a member of the GLBT community, Gra- 
ham recognizes the importance of creating a 
sense of community and a refuge for people to 
turn to, whether it’s a friendly dental clinic or a 
local organization. He says he’s happy to help 
foster that sense of community, as Fiant Dental 
has played an active role in supporting GLBT 
causes for many years. 

“Fiant Dental has been a tremendously ac- 
tive in support of the GLBT community,” he 
says. The Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus, the 
Northstar Gay Rodeo, and the Minnesota Red 
Ribbon Ride are among the causes supported 
by the clinic, and Fiant Dental made a contribu- 
tion to the building fund for Open Arms Min- 
nesota. 

One of Fiant Dental’s longest and most be- 
loved sponsorships, “Bingo-a-Go-Go,” has been 
around the Twin Cities for 13 years. What origi- 
nally started as a small Bingo group in a church 
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MORE THAN A FILLING 


Jamie Graham, DDS, seen alongside colleague Anna Seime, DDS, runs Fiant Dental in Uptown. Photo courtesy of 


Fiant Dental 


basement has grown into a popular, twice-annu- 
al tournament hosted by Miss Richfield 1981. 
Proceeds from the event benefit the HIV/AIDS 
support organization Clare House, as well as 
Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus. 

Graham says his clinic is GLBT-friendly, 
and that while they don't always have a handle 
on patients' personal orientations, it's inspiring 
to see people being more comfortable being 
open about it in public life. 

“It feels great to represent the GLBT com- 
munity as a leading, state of the art, Twin Cities 
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dental office. We feel tremendously honored 
and grateful for the support we’ve received 
from the community,” he says. 

Beyond its devotion to community sup- 
port, Fiant Dental also offers a diverse range 
of services in addition to routine dental work. 
According to Graham, many people are turning 
to the teeth-straightening product Invisaline. 

“Think of it as orthodontics without looking 
like you're in 7th grade again,” he says. 

The clinic also offers free polishes for brides 
and grooms during the week of their wedding. 


D Continued on page 128 
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“We want а sparkling smile іп those wedding 
pictures. In a practice with a motto ‘Dentistry for 
the Joyful’, it doesn’t get much more joyful than 
a bride or groom approaching their Big Day,” he 
says. 

Graham is also an adjunct professor at the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota School of Dentistry, which 
helps him keep Fiant Dental up to date on the 
latest scientific research in the field. As a state-of- 
the-art clinic with over 40 years of collective dental 
experience between himself and Dr. Anna Seime, 
who joined the clinic in 2015, patients can expect 
an experience that matches the joyful mood: the 
clinic has previously been recognized as “Best 
Dentist” by Mpls/St. Paul Magazine and “Best 
Dental Office” by Minnesota Women’s Press. In 
addition, Graham himself received the accolade of 
“Top Dentist” from Mpls/St. Paul Magazine. 

He says the clinic is happily accepting new pa- 
tients. Business hours are from 7 a.m. until 7 p.m. ll 


Fiant Dental 

3225 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis 
612-827-7400 
www.fiantdental.com 
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HOME 


THE HEALTH 15 


It’s an enterprise where its practitioners 
work tirelessly to put themselves out of busi- 
ness. The enterprise is providing shelter for 
those touched by HIV. 

“Inadequate housing is a tremendous bar- 
rier to achieving good health—especially when 
dealing with a chronic illness,” notes Chuck 
Peterson, Executive Director of Clare Housing. 


“For a person living with HIV, housing is tied to 
health in powerful and inextricable ways. Peo- 
ple who are homeless or unstably housed have 
HIV infection rates as much as sixteen times 
higher than people who have a stable place to 
live.” 

According to its website (www.clarehous- 
ing.org), Clare Housing “provides a continuum 


130 | LAVENDER | JUNE 6-19, 2019 


of affordable and supportive housing options 
that create healing communities and optimize 
the health of people living with HIV/AIDS.” 
This optimization begins by shifting some 
popular paradigms. Peterson continues, “Clare 
Housing believes housing is a human right and 
is the foundation of one’s life.” Today, Clare 
Housing is the largest licensed provider of 


— ee Continued on page 132 
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FamilyTree 
5:4 651-645-0478 
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Wishing Everyone 


29 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Call me when you 


need legal help. 


Practice areas: Real Estate, Contracts, 
Litigation, Estate Planning, 
Probate and more.... 


e HELTZER 


LAW OFFICE, LLC 
6 West 5th Street, #300H 
St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-330-8508 
WWW.HELTZERLAW.COM 


Helps 


We offer mental, chemical, and sexual health ser- F 
vices for LGBTIA+ people, people living with HIV, 
and folks from communities that historically and 
currently face barriers to behavioral health support. 


or more information about our 
approach, services and payment, 
visit JustUsHealth.org/clinic 


For appointments, call 612-373-9160 or US 
email clinic@justushealth.org 
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Head, hands, heart. 
This is healthcare. 


Helping others find natural 


healing solutions is a 
blend of art and science. 


Join us at DISCOVERY DAY 
on JULY 20 to learn how you can use 
your head, hands, and heart through 
acupuncture, Chinese medicine, 
Chiropractic or massage therapy to 
provide person-centered care. 


Register today at: 
NWHEALTH.EDU / LAVENDER 


NORTHWESTERN Ф HEALTH SCIENCES 
UNIVERSITY 


Bloomington, MN | PH: 952-885-5409 
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supportive affordable housing for 
people living with HIV in Minneso- 
ta... but they’re not the only orga- 
nization engaged in such laudable 
work. Another is Hope House. 

As affirmed by its website 
(hopehousescv.org), Hope House 
is “an Adult Foster Care Organiza- 
tion that provides services to per- 
sons living with HIV who other- 
wise could not live independently.” 

But to Hope House’s Executive 
Director, the work isn’t just a job. 
“It was a calling,” Bill Tiedemann 
testifies. “And it still is a calling.” 

That calling came into Tiede- 
mann’s life in the darkest form 
possible. “What got me into the 
work was losing so many friends, 
plus losing my partner Tom,” Bill 
Tiedemann remembers. “I needed 
to do something about a disease 
that was impacting my friends and 
community.” 

One would hope that the 
dangers presented by HIV and 
homelessness would stop there (if 
not sooner), but one more demo- 
graphic has proven to be lamenta- 
bly at risk—the most vulnerable 
demographic of all. 

According to its website (www. 
oneheartland.org), One Heart 
land is determined to “improve 
the lives of children, youth and 
families facing significant health 
challenges or social isolation.” All 
of these good vibrations manifest 
as a kids’ summer camp that pro- 
motes the values of education, rec- 
reation, diversity, partnership, and 
responsiveness. Other s’mores- 
free programs provide year-round 
support. 

Helping children who are deal- 
ing with such obstacles can be gut 
wrenching, but Executive Direc- 
tor Patrick Kindler accepts this 
travail as an occupational hazard. 
"Does this work take an emotional 
toll?” he muses. “If it didn't, then 
it would be time for a new job. 
Unfortunately, we can't help ev- 
eryone and turning away camp- 
ers because of lack of funding is 
never easy and is probably the 
hardest part of our jobs. We have 
seen huge increases in participant 


registration the past few years and 
our donations haven't kept up with 
those increases." 

A surprising amount of effort 
is dispensed educating the general 
public. Then re-educating it. Then 
re-re-educating it. Observes Kindler, 
“Less people have an understanding 
of the current state of HIV. Many 
people see headlines from stories 
about HIV/AIDS but don’t read the 
story and allow the headline to form 
their opinion about HIV.” 

Bill Tiedemann’s practice runs 
parallel to this. “I experience speak- 
ing about HIV with others who may 
not share my views easier, but it still 
has weight in the conversation,” 
he reports. “I guess I mean that it 
is awkward still. It is getting better, 
but I must say that we are still strug- 
gling with some of the same myths 
and misconceptions from the early 
Nineties. Every once in a while 
I hear someone speak that HIV 
is cured, and I must correct that 
person. I also hear people discuss 
about risk factors and have misun- 
derstanding about how one con- 
tracts HIV. It’s surprising to me.” 

“Truly this has been a remark- 
able journey both personally and 
professionally,” Tiedemann con- 
cludes. “We have made amazing 
strides in the treatment of HIV. 
What keeps me in the sector, we 
still have more work to do to end 
the epidemic. All of us who work 
in the sector contribute to ending 
HIV this is a collective journey 
with others who have also been 
personally impacted by HIV.” E 


Clare Housing 

929 Central Ave. NE 
Minneapolis, MN 
612-236-9515 
www.clarehousing.org 


Hope House 
451 N. Everett St. 
Stillwater, MN 
651-351-0907 
hopehousescv.org 


One Heartland 

2101 Hennepin Ave. S, Suite %200 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-888-216-2028 
www.oneheartland.org 
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2019 


GARAGE DOORS AND 
SHOWROOM FLOORS 


Jewelry By Johan has come a long way from its garage days. 


If you look at the products sold by Jewel- 
ry By Johan, one word would come to mind: 
glamour. Which is why you might be slightly 5 ۱ 2720 у оошо үш! sery Жа 
shocked to discover that the “jewelry reimag- 5 CAD апа casting, to create а сот- 
ined” company originated in a garage. In 2008, 5 ра Sie tie Г шо 
Johan and his son-in-law Кеуіп sold handmade 
wood rings on Etsy, which they produced in 
their own garage. Fast forward more than a 
decade, and Jewelry By Johan is operating out 
of a 10,000-square-foot building in Oakdale, 
Minnesota with a staff of 33 jewelry designers, 
production members, and customer service 
representatives. 

"[We make] nearly anything imaginable 
using our materials or yours...unless it's a 
biohazard. We've been approached to make a 
kidney stone engagement ring, and that was 
a no-go! We have a good selection of in-stock 
jewelry at our design center, but most items 
are made-to-order right on-site. We specialize 
in engagement rings and wedding bands, but 
we also create necklaces, earrings, gauges, 
bracelets, watches, cufflinks, and much more," 
says Johan's daughter and Jewelry By Johan 
manager, Leanne Kolodziej. 

Despite common belief, Kolodziej says the 
customized jewelry making process is actu- 
ally not all that complicated. "Basically, tell us 
what you want and it's likely we can do it. If you 
don't know exactly what you want, we'll help 
you figure it out. We can customize any item 
you see in our design center or on our website 
(e.g. change the metal type, gemstone, inlay 
material, etc.). We can also handcraft an item 
you have found at a different jeweler exactly 
the same (many times for a lower cost), or with 
changes that better suit your style," she says. 


“Continued on page 136 
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Cupcakes * Cakes % SWEET TREATS 


WEDDINGS and EVE 


е Indoor ceremony 
and reception space 
for up to 300 guests 


е Spacious grounds 
е Handcrafted tables 


e Rugged timber- 
framed deck 


LEN LL m. ША 
Call Mitchell at 715-308-4434 
www.barnatcoppercreek.com 
Gay-owned and operated 


Trisha Falvey, M.A., LMFT 
www.glbtmarriagecoach.com 


Handmade in Minnesota with unique materials, 
including authentic meteorite! Schedule a free, 
in-person consultation today to start 


d Gn designing your dream rings! 
СП, 651.321.9267 
www.jewelrybyjohan.com 


JEWELRY RE- ОП 
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And they offer full-service, custom design services, including CAD 
and casting, to create a completely one-of-a-kind item. For all three op- 
tions, Kolodziej says she strongly suggests starting the process by mak- 
ing an appointment for a free, in-person design consultation with one of 
their design experts. Bring in your drawings, photos, or simply tell them 
the ideas you have, and she says they will help you bring them to reality. 

“We offer customers so many unique, natural materials that very few 
other jewelers do, specifically meteorite, fossilized dinosaur bone, natu- 
rally shed deer antler and 100+ hardwoods, including whiskey barrel oak 
wood and many exotic species. Jewelry by Johan can also craft memorial 
jewelry using the cremains ofa lost loved one (pet or human),” she says. 
“We work in nearly every metal, both alternative and precious. Best of 
all, we allow our customers to supply their own sentimental materials 
(e.g. guitar strings) and gemstones (e.g. diamond from grandma’s en- 
gagement ring) for incorporation into their items.” 

Kolodziej says they help any couple find the perfect piece to match 
their unique love. They have worked with many local GLBT couples to 
create custom engagement rings, wedding bands, coordinating promise 
rings, and more. Earlier this year, she says they partnered with The Wed- 
ding Guys for the Cupid’s Couple Giveaway and donated custom wood 
wedding bands to their winners, Liz and Ang. 

“For ANY couple looking for the perfect piece of jewelry for a special 
occasion or everyday wear, we strongly suggest identifying what styles, 
materials and gemstones you love AND, more importantly, what you 
hate (or can’t wear due to an allergy or other reason),” Kolodziej says. 
“Because we offer so much flexibility with materials and the design op- 


Jewelry by Johan is a customized jewelry store operating out of Oakdale. Photo 
courtesy of Jewelry by Johan 

tions, knowing this can significantly expedite the design process for both 
the couple and our design experts.” 

Also, Kolodziej says to always plan ahead because their made-to- 
order jewelry typically has a turn-around of 4 to 6 weeks, depending on 
materials and design complexity. 

Perfect for Pride: check out Jewelry By Johan’s rainbow wood ring. 

For more information, visit jewelrybyjohan.com. li 


Jewelry by Johan 

553 Hayward Ave. N., #200 
Oakdale, MN 
651-321-9267 
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CLEAN SAFE ABUNDANT 
WATER FOOD ENERGY 


HEALTHY 
ENVIRONMENTS 


Ecolab is the global leader in water, hygiene and energy technologies and services that protect people and 
vital resources. We touch what is fundamental to quality of life, and in all things we do what's right, what's fair, 


what's honest. 


We're proud to be a place where our 49,000 associates worldwide are valued and empowered to bring their 


whole selves to work, each and every day. 


To learn more, visit www.ecolab.com. 


Pride 


An Ecolab Employee Resource Group 
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2019 | for LGBTQ Equality 
100% CORPORATE EQUALITY INDEX 


ECOLAB 


Everywhere It Matters. 


Starts With Your Private Lurcat Dining Space 
That Overlooks Downtown Loring Park 


NOW BOOKING FOR 2019/2020 


CAFE 


AMERICAN CUISINE 


612.486.5500 1624 Harmon РІ, Minneapolis 


email: lurcat@damico.com web: lurcatminneapolis.com 


Est. 1950 


9-4111 • 333 S. Seventh St. #220 
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һегу Lane hosts weddings апа 
events and brought in DAmico 
Catering, a long-time ally to 
the GLBT community. Photo by 
a.m.photography 


FIND WEDDED BLISS 


AT ASHERY LANE FARM 


Within an hour of the Twin Cities rests an 
idyllic farm perfect for couples looking to say 
"[ do" against a “country luxury” backdrop. 
Located on Tacoma Road just off Highway 7, 
privately owned Ashery Lane Farm opened its 
doors as a venue with a soft opening in Novem- 
ber 2018. 

The owners built a barn on the property 
for the purpose of hosting weddings and 
events and brought in D’Amico Catering, a 
long-time ally to the GLBT community, as ex- 
clusive caterers to coordinate events in the 
space. The brand new pull barn features all 
the luxurious style that modern couples are 


sure to love, from expansive chandeliers to a 
stone fireplace. 

“The attention to detail of that space is what 
I love about it,” says Rachel Bruzek, D’Amico 
Catering’s design and culinary manager. “It’s 
not so high-end that people would be afraid to 
go there, because it still has a very comfortable 
feel to it. [It’s for] any couple that wants to have 
a barn experience with a little touch of luxury 
and you don’t have to spend a lot of money on 
décor in that space.” 

The big day can be customized to your lik- 
ing, even including dogs in outdoor ceremo- 
nies. Twelve-hour bookings from noon to mid- 
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night provide plenty of time to capture photos, 
say “I do”, and dance the night away. (Note: city 
ordinance requires music to end by 11 p.m. and 
all vendors out by midnight.) 

The space is available to host any and all 
wedding events, from rehearsal dinner to the 
ceremony and reception, along with any kind 
of social gathering you can think of, including 
corporate events. 

“Harvest Hall has great cocktail reception 
space,” Bruzek says. “If you wanted to move 
from space to space and then into the Grand 
Barn, that works really well. You can have any 
kind of a backdrop!” 


ee Continued on page 140 
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WEDDINGS 


With space for 300, plus free and ample parking on-site, Ashery Lane 
Farm makes things easy for wedding guests. But being a D’Amico prop- 
erty means it’s easy for the couple too: food, beverages, table linens, nap- 
kins, china, flatware, glassware, table numbers... it’s all included! And 
with suites in both the Grand Barn and Harvest Hall (which overlooks 
the ceremony location), couples don’t need to worry about getting ready 
off-site and rushing to Ashery Lane for photos. 

Named for the owner’s children, Ashton and Avery, the farm is lo- 
cated on a working orchard for a truly unique atmosphere. “If you think 
about May and how beautiful apple blossoms would be out on those 
trees, I mean it’s just a fairy tale,” Bruzek says. “In the fall, they sell the 
apples. So, it’s not like people are coming out to pick apples, but if it's in 
the season and you want that experience, certainly we can set that up.” 

The 20-acre orchard, located on some of Minnesota’s finest soils 
formed by glaciers 10,000 years ago, is home to 12,000 apple trees. With 
close proximity to the University of Minnesota’s Horticulture research 
center, the farm shares identical climate and growing conditions, allow- 
ing them to produce many of the university-developed apple varieties, 
including SweeTango and Honeycrisp. 

Apples aren’t the only produce from the university grown on the 
property. Ashery Lane Farm’s vineyards consist of two important vari- 
eties introduced by the University of Minnesota: Frontenac and Itasca. 
The vineyard is planted on an old dairy pasture, providing fertile soils for 
the grapes that are sold to Minnesota wineries close by. 

What originated as a family-operated apple orchard and vineyard has 
found its calling as a premier event venue. Couples will find that city 


Ashery Lane Farm is located in Mayer, ММ, within an hour of the Twin Cities. Photo 
by a.m.photography 


meets country at Ashery Lane Farm—it’s a stone’s throw away from the 
Twin Cities, but feels like a private enclave of countryside elegance. ll 


Ashery Lane Farm 

Guests: 300 seated 

Starting at $3,000 (with additional food and beverage minimum] 
Available for: Ceremony, Reception, Rehearsal Dinner 
612-238-4444 

5460 Tacoma Ave. 

Mayer, MN 

www.asherylanefarm.com 
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Memoirs are a True Treasure 


Cavitt Productions specializes 
in personal biographies 
and business histories, organizing 
lifetimes into page-tuming novels, 
captivating photo books and exciting videos. 


Let us hetp you Mhare the gift of a lifetime. 
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With over 5,200 sq ft., East Town Ballroom at the Courtyard Minneapolis offers 
endless options for any couple to host the wedding of their dreams! With space 
for both indoor or outdoor ceremonies and receptions, we aim to have you 
expect the unexpected. 


info@EastlownBallroom.com 


612.638.4670 
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TO THE MINI APPLE 


Ore Lindenfeld discusses living life as a gay man and 
an observant Jew, and how religion and sexuality 
can beautifully complement one another. 


indenfeld, right, is 
Israeli-born attorney 
nd Minneapolis trans- 
plant from California. 
Photo by Ore Lindenfeld 


Some of you might remember Ore Lindenfeld from last year’s Pride 
issue of Lavender. His partner (Zaylore “Zee” Stout) was last year’s cover 
star, after all. Born and raised in Israel, Ore spent much of his twenties in 
California, where he studied civil engineering, business administration, 
and eventually went to law school, from which he graduated in 2013. 
Shortly thereafter he met Zee. 

It is not a stretch of the imagination to consider Ore and Zee a law- 
yer-y dream-team power couple now, but it took them a while to take 
the plunge to even meet in real life. The two met online “before apps 
were a thing” and although they chatted a lot, it took two years for 
them to meet in person. Both lived in California, but Zee was in Los 
Angeles, and Ore was studying law in Orange County. Depending on 
traffic, that can be anywhere between a fifty-minute (ouch) or two-hour 
(double ouch) drive. 

“The only reason (Zee) would come down to Orange County was to 
visit his bestie,” Ore laughs, “Zee couldn’t make the time to meet me, 
because he was too busy with his friends.” However, once Ore graduated 
from law school and moved to LA, he convinced Zee to meet up. “We 
have been together since then,” Ore says. Not too long after they started 
dating, Zee convinced Ore to take a chance on a Minnesotan adventure 
and the two have been living in Minneapolis ever since. 


c-— mae | Continued on page 140 
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815 South Marion Road 
Sioux Falls, SD 57106 
605.271.5450 


Hours: Tues, Wed, Fri 10 to 6, 
Thur 10 to 7, Sat 10 to 4, 
Closed Sun & Mon 


brushycreekgifts.com 
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At All Bill's Gun Shop and Range Locations! 


BIG RANGE 
AMMO SALE 


10% off speed loaders, 
a uplula, magazines, and all other 
ammo related products 
-not including firearms - 


‚ For every $100 spent on ammo 
you will get a free firearm 
rental card good through 

August 31st 


a - not valid with other promotions - 


Our Largest 
Ammo 
Blowout Ever! 


LOVE 15 CELEBRATED W 
AT WINDOWS ON MINNESOTA 95 


612 333 4545 | 710 Marquette Avenue | themarquettehotel.com 
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. Lindenfeld 


Ore is an observant Jew, but his religion 
doesn't exclusively guide his moral compass. 
His relationship with Judaism is essentially to 
follow the spirit of the faith rather than follow- 
ing its rules to the letter. 

"[ grew up in a more secular home," Ore 
explains, “Му mom was an elementary school 
teacher, so she made sure that we knew all 
the traditions and celebrated all the holidays, 
which we still do, but nothing more than that. 
As a free-thinking adult, I understand that the 
purpose of religion was, and sometimes still is, 
to guide us to be better people, to care for one 
another and the world that we live in." 

Despite a more secular upbringing, it still 
took Ore time to come to terms with his sexual 
orientation. ^My inner conflicts before accept- 
ing myself were not religious (ly) based", he ex- 
plains. Scriptures were mostly considered his- 
torical, and their interpretation was deferred 
to rabbis. Even then, *people have the choice 
of whether to follow [the rabbinical authority] 
and how much." This flexibility of rules meant 
that Ore never felt judged by his religious com- 
munity, but was also not readily provided with 
tools to discover his sexual identity. 

"[ knew I was 'different' at a very young 
age, but I was too young to understand it... 
since information was still not readily avail- 
able, I was confused about homosexuality as 
a whole. I refused to accept myself, because 
I thought that being gay was a transition pe- 
riod... to becoming a woman, and I did not 
want to become one." Luckily, Ore eventually 


found a community that was able to give him 
the tools to realize exactly who and what he 
was—and wasn’t. 

There are multiple denominations within 
Judaism, and each of those denominations 
uniquely interprets the rules and laws of the 
tradition. Ore explains, “The Ultra-Orthodox 
and Orthodox won't hear about (homosexuali- 
ty). In their eyes, it is a sin. Some conservatives 
and Traditionalists are accepting of the com- 
munity, while Reform and the non-religious/ 
cultural/secular are open. There are multiple 
(GLBT-friendly) synagogues.” It is possible to 
find an accepting religious community if you 
know where to look. Ore goes on, smiling, “іп 
Judaism, we don't believe in Hell, so I figure 
that even if (the way) I lead my life is a sin, at 
least I am not going to a Hell." 

Ultimately, Ore is an idealist. He wants 
nothing more than mutual respect between re- 
ligious and GLBT communities. 

“It is impossible to change the minds of 
those who blindly follow a religious dogma,” 
he says, “What we can do, is make it clear, that 
so long as we respect their rights to lead their 
lives, so must they respect our rights. They do 
not need to understand us, but they must ac- 
cept that we are who we are.” 

And until that happens, Ore hopes that 
GLBT folx everywhere can be ready to “wel- 
come those who have been rejected by their 
communities for being gay and let them know 
that they can have a new home and a new fam- 
ily with us if they want to." lI 


689 WINNETKA AVE. N. * GOLDEN VALLEY, MN 55427 
763.593.1777 • TOLL FREE: 888.893.7950 • INFO@BWFLORAL.COM 
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A bird's eye view-of an assembly 
at First Unitarian. Photo by Joe. 


4 


Szurszewski Photography © 


UNITARIAN WI 


“It’s like a sing-along, a TED talk, a poetry 
reading, and a concert,” Jim Foti, assistant 
minister at First Unitarian grins. “And a meal. 
There’s always a lunch afterwards.” Jim is 
describing a typical assembly at First Unitar- 
ian in Loring Park. “We give people the good 
parts of religion without asking you to believe 
anything,” explains Senior Minister, David 
Breeden. And it sounds pretty good: snacks, 
music, and something interesting to think 
about. 

The Unitarian church has a long history 
of supporting the GLBT community. From 
current work with groups like JustUs and his- 
torical involvement in the first Pride parade in 
1972 and work with the Invisibles in the ’60s 
and ’70s, GLBT rights have long been a prior- 
ity to the Unitarian church. Jim estimated that 
about half of the weddings he performs at First 
Unitarian are gay weddings. Before same-sex 
marriage was legalized, the church regularly 
performed commitment ceremonies, a tradi- 
tion that stretches into the 1980s. There are 
GLBT people represented in the clergy, staff, 
and run of the mill church members at First 
Unitarian. Bathrooms are gender neutral, the 
church is intentional about not dividing groups 
by gender, and the church recently made pro- 
noun pins for people to make preferred pro- 
nouns easily accessible. Kids with flower crowns in the Spring at First Unitarian. Photo by Joe Szurszewski Photography 


— mem Continued on page 149 
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гә 
South 
Twin Cities 


Embracing. Loving. Empowering. 


7950 First Avenue South, Bloomington, MN 55420 


www.unitysouth. org 


We,were 
BTQ+ 
friendly, 
before 


anyone 


ШЕ. асдюьиы 
Come and enjoy, meet 
friends and make a 
difference! 


Summer Worship 
9:00 & 10:30 a.m. 


Our Summer Music 
Series will be hosted by 
Temple Israel. 


Plymouth Congregational Church, 
1900 Nicollet Ave., Minneapolis 


www.plymouth.org 612-871-7400 


BUILDING A 
NEW CHURCH 


EN — 
RECONCILING UNITED METHODISTS 


Inclusive and working to build a new church 


that is open to all people. 
Visit our website http://www.mnrcumc.org or follow us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/MNReconcilingCongregations/ 


Alkane 
Welcome _ 
and we 2 
теап 
ДІНІ ssl Г 


HENNEPIN AVENUE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
511 GROVELAND AVE | MPLS 


Facebook @ HennepinAvenueUMC | HAUMC.ORG 


Congregation 
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OUR DOORS ARE OPEN 
FOR ALL TO ENTER 


Adath Jeshurun Congregation 
10500 Hillside Lane W. е Minnetonka 
(952) 545-2424 
www.adathjeshurun.org 


Beth El Synagogue 
5225 Barry St. W. е St. Louis Park 
(952) 873-7300 
www.bethelsynagogue.org 


Beth Jacob Congregation 
1179 Victoria Curve • Mendota Heights 
(651) 452-2226 
www.beth-jacob.org 


Bet Shalom Congregation 
13615 Orchard Rd. * Minnetonka 
(952) 933-8525 
www.betshalom.org 


Mayim Rabim Congregation 
4401 York Ave. S. * Minneapolis 
(612) 247-5490 


www.mayimrabim.org 


Mount Zion Temple 
1300 Summit Ave. * St. Paul 
(651) 698-3881 


www.mzion.org 


Shir Tikvah Congregation 
1360 West Minnehaha Pkwy. е“ Minneapolis 
(612) 822-1440 
www.shirtikvah.net 


Temple Israel 
2324 Emerson Ave. S. * Minneapolis 
(612) 377-8680 


www.templeisrael.com 


Temple of Aaron 
616 S. Mississippi River Rd. * St. Paul 
(651) 698-8874 


www.templeofaaron.org 
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Where келті are encouraged and skeptics are expected. 
A sanctuary for all people. 
Sunday Worship 8am & 10:30am 


ourcathedral.org 


519 Oak Grove St. Mpls, MN 55403 
Corner of 15th & Hennepin, across from Loring Park & the Walker. 
facebook.com/SaintMarksEpiscopalCathedral • instagram.com/stmarksmpls 


Outside of its own walls, First Unitarian 
works hard in its community. “We’ve worked 
alongside Planned Parenthood since the begin- 
ning”, says David. He went on to describe sev- 
eral other programs at the church, which sup- 
port causes like racial justice, homelessness, 
gun safety, prison ministry, and more. 

Jim would probably encourage all of us to 
visit First Unitarian regardless of the political 
climate, but especially in “trying times” like 
these, when our country is “fighting homopho- 
bia, totalitarianism, racism, transphobia, and 
authoritarianism”, seeing “smiling faces” ev- 
ery Sunday makes a difference. “The work is 
ours to do,” Foti says, “there’s not going to be 
a miracle,” but joining forces with like-minded 
people is empowering and creates change. 

Despite not following a religious creed, 
there are ceremonies and traditions in the 
Unitarian church. When babies are dedicated 
at First Unitarian they are assigned “guide par- 
ents” rather than “god parents” and are gifted 
with a thornless rose. Graduating high school 
students receive a rose with thorns in acknowl- 
edgement that the community cannot always 


SPIRITUALITY 


protect its members from the trials and tribula- 
tions of the real world. 

The Unitarian Church provides educational 
resources and allows its members (both chil- 
dren and adults) to make their own decisions 
about their beliefs. And if members just want to 
attend for the social hours and the sing-a-longs, 
that is okay, too. 

Allison Wyeth, the church’s director of re- 
ligious education, told me that there is a joke 
that “Unitarians are atheists with children.” Al- 
though the stereotype certainly does not apply 
to every Unitarian, there is a nugget of truth to 
the joke. Finding a safe place for kids to learn 
and grow in community is invaluable. Allison 
aggregates the curriculum for kids ranging 
from preschool to high school. “It’s all age ap- 
propriate,” Allison explains. The content rang- 
es from comparative religions to racial justice 
to human sexuality and more. Through it all, 
the young people of the church are encouraged 
to engage in self-discovery and learn about the 
world around them respectfully and with open- 
hearted curiosity. 

There are many learning and social oppor- 


tunities for adults, too. Book clubs, the afore- 
mentioned social-cause oriented groups, a knit- 
ting circle, a series of tai-chi classes, and more 
are all available through First Unitarian. 

If you want to “demystify” the First Unitar- 
ian experience before checking it out in person, 
Jim suggests streaming a talk or two on their 
website (firstunitarian.org/category/podcasts), 
but most of the community would agree that you 
will not get the true experience until you attend 
an assembly. The community, the music, the 
food, the friendly faces, and that breathtaking 
sculpture garden view are something that you 
can only experience if you show up on a Sunday. 

So if you do not already have a community 
to hold you up in your times of personal strug- 
gle, to give you the tools and the opportunity 
to fight for good during these difficult political 
times, and to offer you a weekly sing-a-long, 
First Unitarian might be exactly what you’re 
looking for. В 


First Unitarian Society 
900 Mount Curve Ave. 
Minneapolis 
612-377-6608 


КТ? 
c d 


First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 


An Open & Affirming, 
Welcoming Community of 
Faith in the Heart of the 
Twin Cities: Come to a 
place where you can 
explore, be curious, and 
ask questions. 


Visit us in the purple zone 
at Twin Cities Pride! 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


Diverse 
properties. 


THANK YOU FOR 20% YEARS OF SUPPORT! 


COLDUGLL 
BANKER û 


MALINDA 
BURNET _L AU NGRT 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 149 


Internationally awarded for excellence and scientific 
(All awards authenticated by the 290 of MN) 


in PETS 


We asked our Twin Cities rainbow com- 
munity to send us photos of their furry 
friends to show their Pride in their pets! 
Here are nine of the adorable entrants! 


CAT DOG Я OC JD5 


Cancer is the leading cause of death in dogs 
and now the second leading cause of death 
in cats. Many of the chemical drugs used by 
veterinarians and chemical drugs found in 
pet foods are linked to cancer and 
suppressing the immune system increasing 
the risk of cancer. Evolution Organic - Non 
GMO Pet Food and Supplement compound 
applications for disease can actually reduce 
the risk of cancer and boost the immune 
system at the same time. Why not try a 
more cost-effective perspective with no 
cancer links and no chemical drug 
suppression of the immune system? 
Bruiser b Reece (Always ask for and and read all the risks 
associated with the drugs being sold by 
your vet). 


Evolution Diet and our nutrient technology is sold 
all over the US and Canada every day. 
MN Family owned - U.S. Made Evolution Diet is also sold 
in Europe, Asia, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Japan. 


Basil 
Owners - Heidi and Jayne 


Odessa 
Owners - Sarah 6 Bri 


INCREASES CHANCES OF A DOG 
AND/OR CAT LIVING AN EXTRA 5 YEARS!* 


(*Not a study finding) 


GO VEGAN: TOGETHER WE ARE MAKING 
A BETTER WORLD FOR ALL WHO LIVE! 


ma Mia 
Momm — - 


EVOLUTION DIET PET FOOD & 
NATIONAL HEALTH CONSULTING SERVICE 


A qualtted supplement compound technology practice working In thousands Брзо one re 
botanical, seed extracts, mineral compounds applications for disease. Not a medically qualified veterinary practice that 
pipet erica, A practice authorized by the State of MN. 


2590 Off 


any Evolution Dry Kibble Foods 


for Local Pick Up & Free 
Assessments and Consultations 
for Sick Dogs & Cats. 


Kaiden 
Owners - Tim & Brent 
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Grooming Salon 
SPECIALIZING IN FULL SERVICE 
&{CAT/|GROOMING: 
: $10/Nail|Trims) 
Haircuts * Bathing * Nail Trimming 

““ Nail Dremeling 

М) Cat Поп Cuts * De-Shedding 
Exoctic Pet Grooming 
We specialize in aggressive 
animals 


3457 Bloomington Ave. S. 1574 154th Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 Andover, MN 55304 


(612) 208-0666 (763) 413-3470 


Grooming 
Treats ° Toys ° Gifts 
Linden Hills 


4280 Sheridan Ave S 
Minneapolis, MN 55410 


612-353-4045 


l- www.copilotdogoutfitters.com 


Natural Free 
Nutrition Easy Home Monthly 
Resource Delivery 


IS YOUR PETS FOOD FRESH? 


Pet Wants delivers high-quality nutrition in 
every bowl. We are committed to 
improving the life of your pet. Pet Wants 
has a nutrition expert оп staff to Find 
the best natural chews, treats, and Food 
to Fit your pet's individual needs. 


PET WANTS MSP SOUTHERN METRO 


651-955-6260 
www.-PetVWantsMSPSouthernMetro.com 


10% OFF FIRST ORDER 
COUPON CODE: LAVIO 


Broadway-Robbinsdale 
Animal Hospital, Ltd 


Quality Medicine 
Surgery and Dentistry 
for 41 years 


612.522.4587 


2727 W. Broadway 
Minneapolis 


“ Second Chance 


A nonprofit 501(c)(3) all volunteer dog and cat rescue organization 


DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS” 
BEST DOG DAYCARE 
& BOARDING! 


Si g Es. oa 


` IRISH WOLFHOUND OR CHIHUAHUA 
ШЕ ACCEPT ALL BREEDS - 
AT DOWNTOWN DOGS 5 


WE'RE LOCATED АТ 


821 2ND AVE N 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55405 
xt ox £e € X ча”. 
зс Б т RS aR OREN ут 
EVERY NICHT. 
NOW OFFERING ШШ 
GROOMING SERVICES! 


WWW.DTDOGS.COM 


FACEBOOK.COM/DOWNTOWN-DOGS-DOG-DAYCARE-AND-BOARDING 


Your local neighborhood veterinary clinic since 1973! 


EAST LAKE 


ANIMAL CLINIC 
(612) 729 2374 
Fax (612) 729 6534 
www.eastlakeanimalclinic.com 
eastlakeanimalclinic@gmail.com 
A Mon - Fri 7:30 - 6 & Sat 8 - Noon 
4104 East Lake Street Minneapolis, MN 55406 


ТЕЗ”) 


L 


ж, 


1538 Hwy 96 E - White Bear Lake 


AWARD WINNING VETERINARY CLINICS WITH A GENTLE TOUCH 


MINNEHAHA , ag PetDoctors 
/ " AM ANIMAL CLINIC 


4809 Chicago Ave S 4 95° ۴ 25 East Franklin Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 55417 ч. E Minneapolis, MN 55404 


(612) 825-4427 Т.2353 А (612) 607-0044 


MinnehahaAnimalHospital.com "I m -  PetDoctorsAnimalClinic.com 


Wellness Plans, Acupuncture and Laser, 
Complete Medical, Dental and Surgical Care. 


651-530-2681 


@allstarpetsmn for Facebook 
www.allstarpetsmn.com 


chsTSlde 


POOD co- pr 


W ion Cleanings 


% ی ي‎ ф° DD ID 9) DJ 


WWW.PETYARDPICKUP.COM 


612) 788-8390 | PETYAE : ICKUP COM 


1 


TER < 


MASERATI 
MINNEAPOLIS 


Service fit for a Benz. 


mention of this ad.* 


Mercedes-Benz vehicles are among 
the most advanced in the world. 
Keep yours running like new with 
the help of Mercedes-Benz 

of St. Paul. 


Call 651-321-5313 to schedule 
your appointment today. 


A $219 Value. 
Restrictions apply. 


BEYOND HAPPY" | mbstpaul.com 


BEYOND HAPPY" | morriesluxuryauto.com 


2019 Maserati Ghibli 


— A Bold Statement, 
legantly Delivered. 


Graceful and assertive, 
the Maserati Ghibli offers 
something very different 
in a world of gray, 
business-like conformity. 


Mercedes-Benz 
of St. Paul 


PRIDE 


2019 


HISTORY 
е By George Holdgrafer € 


FREE BEFORE STONEWALL 


Each year, our Twin Cities Pride Celebration is a dual commemora- 
tion of two monumental events: locally, the founding of FREE (Fight Re- 
pression of Erotic Expression), Minnesota’s first gay organization; and 
nationally, the Stonewall Riot, the pivotal event that catalyzed gay libera- 
tion in the United States and worldwide. 

In the United States, the decade of the 1960s was a hotbed of political 
and social change: the antiwar movement protesting the Vietnam War; 
the black civil rights movement; the women’s movement; and the Ameri- 
can Indian movement. It was indeed a most exciting time. 


COME HOME 
TO 
STONEWALL 
GARDENS 
TODAY 


stonewall gardens 


ASSISTED LIVING FOR LGBT SENIORS & FRIENDS 
stonewallgardens.com 


2150 N. Palm Canyon Drive Palm Springs, CA 92262 
760-548-0970 
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For the gay community in the 1960s, pre-Harvey Milk San Francisco 
was a beehive of activity. In 1961, Jose Sarria was the first openly gay 
person in the nation to seek elected political office; in 1965, he estab- 
lished the still-flourishing International Court System, of which the local 
Imperial Court of Minnesota (ICOM) is a chapter. In 1967, the Society 
of Individual Rights (SIR) was organized. In 1968, Reverend Troy Perry 
established Metropolitan Community Church (MCC), which eventually 
grew into an international body that includes our local All God’s Children 
MCC. 


Continued on page 156 


OUR 
TIME 


OUR 
COMMUNITY 


Serenity 
Acupuncture LLC 


AWELLNESS CENTER 


= 612-068-5904 


WWW.SERENITYT€M.COM 
WELCOME TO WELLNESS 


RCFE #336426505 


Enjoying Community washburn-mcreavy.com 
4 Book clubs Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services 
e Dining out 
e Potlucks 
* Movies 


€ 
2 
2 
ж 
z 
ж 
= 
= 
z 
= 
2 
= 


E i 


e Games/Dominoes 
* Local history tours & travel opportunities through 
our affiliation with PRIME TIMERS Worldwide 


o And much more! 


Mention Code TWOEV to waive one time initiation fees 
of $10 for individuals and $15 for couples. 


612-467-9309 


infoeprimetimersmsp.com Fo ra F R E E P | апп i n 9 9 u i d e 
www.primetimersww.org/ptmsp/ p | ease са | | 6 1 2 а 3 77.7 8 41 


Join our Team of Caregivers 


Right at Home is seeking compassionate, caring and 
reliable people who are interested in working together to 
accomplish our mission: Improving the Quality of Life for 


Those We Serve. 
Michael Lee We provide flexible, rewarding, part-time employment for 
Funeral Director caring people that want to help seniors live at home. 

SE Arnold Visit our Website to Apply. 
Funeral Director 

2012 Business of the Year 
Jason Schuck 
Directors Assistant 


a Бу David Lee Funeral Home 


& Cremation Services 


952-473-5577 
www.davidleefuneralhome.com 
1220 East Wayzata Boulevard 

Wayzata, Minnesota 55391 


| 
Paul 


Where Service is Tradition. وي‎ 


No matter how you frame it, Right People. Right Services. Right Approach. Right Mission 
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HISTORY 


In Minnesota, by early 1969, the gay community consisted of what 
some have called the four B’s, our only gathering places, mainly in Min- 
neapolis: bars like the 19 Bar (dating from 1952) and the Gay 90’s (the 
Happy Hour part dating from 1957), both still in operation; bookstores, 
like sex purveyor Ferris Alexander’s adult establishments; bathhouses, 
like the Hennepin Baths; and bushes, like Bare Ass Beach on the east 
bank of the Mississippi River in Minneapolis. 

In the spring of 1969, two courageous young gay activists, Koreen 
Phelps, 20, and Stephen Ihrig, 21, envisioned a brighter future for our 
local community. Not knowing how to make it happen, they contacted 
Leo Laurence of SIR in San Francisco, who became their mentor. On 
May 18, 1969, the two visionaries, under the auspices of an organiza- 
tion called FREE University, began by teaching a class called “The 
Homosexual and Society” at the Coffee House Extempore in the West 
Bank area of Minneapolis near the University of Minnesota. That’s the 
real birthday of the gay movement in Minnesota. We’re marking its 
50th anniversary this year. 

An article by S. Jane Albert that appeared on June 20, 1969, in The 
Minnesota Daily, the U of M newspaper, was headlined “Free U starts 
‘homosexual revolution.” That headline says it all. This article is the first 
published account of gay liberation in Minnesota, at its very birth. 

Albert aptly began her article this way: “First there was Black Power. 
Then Red Power. And now, through the efforts of two former University 
students, pink power has come to Minneapolis. Gay Power, as it is prop- 
erly termed, is a homosexual movement that seeks to change the laws, 
attitudes and prejudices of uptight, upright heterosexual America.” 

Couldn’t be put better today! 


By midsummer, the FREE University class developed into an actual 
organization—our first—christened Fight Repression of Erotic Expres- 
sion (FREE)—such a marvelous acronym! It’s the forerunner of all past 
and present successors in Minnesota. 

Meanwhile, six weeks after Phelps and Ihrig's class started meeting, 
New York finally caught up to San Francisco and the Twin Cities. The 
Stonewall Riot in New York City began on June 28, 1969, as a protest 
against the latest in a series of police raids on the Stonewall Inn, a gay bar. 

Ironically, although San Francisco had been the preeminent center of 
gay activism for years, the Stonewall Riot in New York City soon became 
the catalyst for gay liberation everywhere. This event has been celebrat- 
ed ever since as the beginning of it all. The first Gay Pride Celebration 
on June 28, 1970, in New York City, exactly a year after Stonewall, spread 
to similar Pride observances in other cities, including Minneapolis-St. 
Paulin 1972. 

Minnesota can be enormously proud that our own gay liberation 
movement, influenced at first by San Francisco and not New York, got 
under way six weeks before Stonewall. Unfortunately, a common mis- 
conception has it the other way around: that Stonewall sired FREE. But 
we know better, don't we? 


POSTSCRIPT 

What became of the founders of FREE? Phelps continued to be a 
gay and women's activist locally until her death at age 58 in 2007. Ihrig 
moved to New York in the 1970s, but I unfortunately lost contact with 
him years ago, so I am unsure of his fate. Our local community certainly 
owes much gratitude to these two farsighted pioneers. ll 
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HAPPY PRIDE! 


pizzaluce.com 


-VERY DAY 


|: ATE PRIDE 


LOCAL CRAFT BEERS е GREAT COCKTAILS е FABULOUS WINE LIST 
COZY BOOTHS • PRIVATE DINING ROOM ° LARGE PATIO 
DELICIOUS COMFORT FOOD 


LOCATED AT EXCELSIOR & GRAND 
3801 GRAND WAY • ST. LOUIS PARK • 952.224.9494 е MCCOYSMN.COM 


2019 


A FASHION 
FOR FAMILI 


Тһе three of us are sitting in the driveway of the home Christopher 
Straub designed for his family several years ago. A small family of ducks 
(yes, they provide the family with fresh eggs) scuttles around the back- 
yard and an occasional car passes by in the sleepy young neighborhood 
that Christopher and his husband Ronnie have made their home. Their 
two kids, biological brothers who the couple adopted in 2016, try to set- 
tle on an activity while we chat: bouncing between chalk, bikes, tablets, 
and begging to go over to play with the neighbors. 

You might recognize Christopher from Project Runway's sixth sea- 
son, an experience that he will be the first to tell you completely changed 
his life. Before being on the show he admits that he couldn't “get in front 
of thirty people" to speak, and now half of his work is on television as a 
host for EVINE's Fashion Takeover. Because of his time on Project Run- 


CHILDREN & FAMILY - 
е Ву Holly Peterson * 
е Photos by Holly Peterson % 


Christopher Straub, upper left, and his husband Ronnie are parents to two adopted 
sons. 


way he has been able to work entirely for himself, which he recognizes 
as the luxury that it is. Project Runway took him on a different path than 
he imagined, but it is a path he loves. 

Christopher also writes and illustrates children's books. His most re- 
cent is a baby-friendly book called Animal ABCs. His previous titles star 
cute animal characters (including a Yeti) who tackle important topics 
like self-discovery, bullying, and being nice—even if the people around 
you are not. 

Christopher's husband Ronnie has been at his side for over a decade. 
Тһе two met (at Pride!) about five years before Project Runway and de- 
spite the chaos of the show (“I think during that five weeks we had one 
five-minute phone call," Ronnie recounts) the two have a strong partner- 
ship. Recently, Ronnie has switched his career to a local government job 
so he can spend less time traveling for work and more time near home 
enjoying the early years of his sons' lives. 

Having kids was something that Christopher knew he wanted ear- 
ly on. Raising a family "felt like part of being a human" for him. As a 
GLBT couple, the two *were prepared to fight tooth and nail" at the 
start of their adoption process, but the future fathers quickly realized 
that there was no fight at hand. Most of the literature regarding adop- 
tion assumed that applicants were infertile straight couples, but aside 
from that, Ronnie and Christopher never felt like they were judged 
or at a disadvantage as a same-sex couple seeking to adopt children. 
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WEAR YOUR 
MN PRIDE 


EVERYTHING.COM 


FAMILY 


DNA NOT REQUIRED 


ж 
A (4) International, Infant & Foster Care Adoption 
| chiss.org 
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Classic Southern Comfort Food В 
Happy Hour Daily 3-6PM ® 
dixiesongrand.com 


ін Ё EQUAL EQUALS LOVE 


I O MPLS 


SOUTHERN STYL 


E fa 
Å 4 
% 


UNIQUE 
OPTIONS, 
1 LOCATION 


t | The Twin Cities А 
| Most Culinary ШЕШ 

M RAND AVF 

" sT. ALBANS 
Traditional Japanese Comfort Food BI CE HT: D V] a < 


For Over 35 Years • sajiya.com St. Paul MN 55105 i 


50% of the profits on 
these items go to the 


PFUND 
FOUNDATION 


PFUNDFOUNDATION.ORG 


SAJFYA Diverse Corner 
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5О YOU THINK YOU CAN DRAG? 
(4#SYTYCD) Talent Contest , PRIDE Edition 
Karaoke in the Happy Hour 


$2000 SATS Awarded to 1%-4* Place 


Contestant Registration 9pm 
Evening Gown/ Q&A e Creative Swim Wear e Talent 


Shuga 
Cain 


Rupaul. 


A \ 
Season ll АҢ 
in THE ANNEX 


Mercedes $ TINA GEE 


es Diamond Returning to the 
4 Lafemme Stage 
dv 
GOGO Dancers 
Male & Female 
Ladies of Lafemm 

®/GayNineties @@®@Gay90s 
408 S. Hennepin Ave. Mpls, MN 55401 | Gay90s.com | 612.333.7755 


Karaoke in 
Happy Hour Bar 


L| M ILL I miL 
WU CLINS МЛ үү 


7% M A CE 
12) 


I^ d 1L 2а! 
А UND WW € ху 


JUPE: "72:375 


Special Guests All weekend in Lafemme Lounge! 
Pride Bottle Service 
LARGEST LGBTQ INCLUSIVE NIGHTCLUB IN THE MIDWEST 
Drag Show + 3 Dance Floors + Game Room + Karaoke Bar + GoGo Dancers 


f/GayNineties — & *GGay?0s 
408 5. Hennepin Ave. Mpls, MN 55401 | Gay90s.com | 612.333.7755 
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CHILDREN & FAMILY 


e 


Christopher and Ronnie adopted their sons in 2016. 


Тһе two knew that they wanted to adopt a foster kid. The support 
from the state with health care, etc. is incredible, and knowing that 
"there are kids here who need a family" made them feel like they were 
helping their community. (Although both are quick to say that they did 
not adopt because they wanted to be seen as “noble”.) Before they could 
adopt, Christopher and Ronnie had to get their home up to code, a pro- 
cess they were happy to complete, knowing that they were creating a 
safe place for their future children, but sometimes felt a little ridiculous 
considering that a “teenager could just get pregnant and have a kid." 

Once their home was up to code, they were surprised by how quick- 
ly the process went. “We got our kids so quick. Some of our [straight] 
friends from three years ago are still waiting." Both dads have leaned 
into the fun of parenthood. Ronnie loves taking the kids to ValleyFair, 
kids events, and on family vacations where he plays right alongside 
them. Christopher loves seeing both boys become "little versions of 
[him and Ronnie]". Whether the boys are building like Ronnie or mak- 
ing art like Christopher, the sense of pride in being able to inspire and 
teach their kids is palpable. Michael is already making and selling his 
own art (dinosaur pins) with his dad's help. Christopher and Ronnie are 
putting all of the profits from the pins into a college fund for Michael. 

Christopher will have a booth at Pride where he will be selling not 
only his own work, but Michael's as well. Get a book, get a pin (one of 
them glows in the dark! Most of them sparkle!), and spend a few mo- 
ments of your Pride meeting Christopher. 

If you don't have time at Pride this year you should still check out 
Christopher's work at www.christopherstraub.com. His work (and Mi- 
chael’s!) is well worth supporting. li 
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While other roofers may come апа go, Garlock-French 
endures. We have been providing skilled roofing solutions 
with friendly, reliable service for over 87 years a 
(that's 609 dog-years). And, we guarantee our work. Lighting Showroom 


We've been up on roofs longer, and it shows. 
Minneapolis | North Loop 
Roofing, Chimneys, Sheet Metal and more 
ye Fans | Accessories 
ALY Call us at | і ; Layout & Design Services 
612-722-7129 Һ ) ? i 

2301 East 25th St., Mpls. „л TS Free Parking 

Garlock-French.com à; e 
MN License ЯВС001423 


SINCE 1952 


pahlsshowrooms.com 


| 


ji 
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МАШ» GoETZ 


ORLEBAR BROWN MARTINPATRICK 3 STUDIO 


Interior design, fine home furnishing, and beautiful men’s apparel. 
Experience for yourself the classic and contemporary brought artfully together. 


MARTINPATRICKZ 


MARTINPATRICK3.COM 
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WE ARE HERE TO 
SUPPORT THE GLBT 
COMMUNITY! 

WE WANT YOU TO LIVE 
YOUR BEST LIFE 
EVERY DAY! 


HORMONES 


ad. 7.7 


Ne pem === m 
Medical Specialists Acou stic Way е 
^i Cs 
ч HEALTH AND we = = 
MITREBOX 
FRAMING & GIFTS (952) 225-5400 
MEDICALSPECIALISTSMN.COM 
Love it? Frame it! Mitrebox supports LGBTQ Equality! WWW.ACOUSTICWAVECLINICMN.COM 
213 Washington Avenue М., Mpls, MN 55401. Free Parking 6550 YORK AVE. S., SUITE 303 
EDINA, MN 55435 


(612) 676-0696» mitreboxframing.com 


FREE DELIVERY - PLENTY OF FREE PARKING 


FREE BEER TASTING 
EVERY TUE 4-8PM 


FREE WINE TASTING 
FRI 4-8PM SAT 3-7PM 


MPLS MINN 


NORTH LOOP 


WINE&SPIRITS "7 


SALE! 50%ОҒҒ 


Hand-made glass products, 
vaporizers, CBD and accessories 


NORTHLOOPWINE.COM : 612-338-5393 | 


218 WASHINGTON AVENUE NORTH MINNEAPOLIS MINN 55401 
www.clownglass.com кі (©) 
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Second Lives, 
Second Chances: A 
Surgeon's Stories of 
Transformation 


Donald R. Laub, 
M.D. 

ECW Press 
$24.95 = 


Laub, now 83, 

has written a memoir 

embodying the energy and maverick 
personality that fueled his many activi- 
ties over the decades. Embracing a very 
broad mission to help others achieve vi- 
able lives, young Laub was drawn to re- 
constructive surgery, desiring to use his 
operative and teaching skills to disadvan- 
taged countries. Blessed with a sense of 
humor and healthy ego, with “Transfor- 
mation” as his watchword, Laub founded 
Interplast (now ReSurge International), 
providing cleft palate, burn, and other 
reconstructive surgeries to thousands 
of children and adults—literal new lives 
and second chances. In 1968 he became 
a pioneer in “gender affirmation” surgery 
for trans men and women, inventing new 
techniques and breakthrough proce- 
dures, admitting here how much he had 
to learn within this new area of expertise. 


Second 
Lives, 
Second 
Chances 


Donald R. 
Laub, mo 


BOOKS 
e By Е.В. Boatner % 


Living Well at 
Others’ Expense: 
The Hidden Costs of 
Western Prosperity 


Stephan Lessnich 
Polity Press 
$25 


We live in a world | Жа 
of inequality, asserts = 8 
Lessnich, those in de- 
veloped countries, the global North, liv- 
ing well, but at the expense of those in 
the global South. Focusing blame solely 
on the super-rich, that tiny one percent, 
ignores the reality that a large segment 
of any wealthy country’s population en- 
joys a prosperous lifestyle, maintained 
at the expense of “others” toiling within 
the boundaries of their disadvantaged 
countries. Infusions of wealth require 
“exteriorization”, sources whose labor 
produces goods, fuel, food, at a cost of 
deforestation, habitat loss, unsafe fac- 
tory conditions. Externalization fuels 
the machinery, keeping the prosperous 
prosperous, while demanding their tacit 
complicity to keep those global inequi- 
ties in place and producing. But what will 
happen when, inevitably, the “exterior” 
sources are drained dry? 


Buying Gay: 
How Physique 
Entrepreneurs 
Sparked a 
Movement 


David K. Johnson 
Columbia University 
Press 

$31.98 


DAVID К. JOHNSON 


The coming together of the gay com- 
munity was happening before the precipi- 
tating event of the Stonewall Riots. Here 
David K. Johnson (The Lavender Scare, 
2006) here examines “the Physique Era,” 
1951-1967, showing how American entre- 
preneurship, through the creators of the 
bodybuilding magazines built their pub- 
lications into a communications network 
connecting isolated rural gays with urban 
dwellers, creating a broad, gay market. 
Various services involved photography, 
including developing and printing, di- 
rectories of gay bars and venues, greet- 
ing cards, books and pen-pals networks. 
From small beginnings grew connectiv- 
ity, a desire for visibility, viability, and 
social justice, creating the existence of a 
group large and cohesive enough to take 
Stonewall on through to a time of greater 
freedom and equality, including the right 
to marry—to fully exist. 


We Are Everywhere: 
Protest, Power, and 
Pride in the History 
of Queer Liberation 


Matthew Riemer 
and Leighton Brown 
Ten Speed Press 
$40 


Timed to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall 
Riots, this splendid, large (9x12”) 368- 
page volume traces queer activism back 
into late nineteenth-century Europe on 
through to the present, revealing how 
an acknowledgement and understanding 
of queer past has flowered into the 21st 
century and surges on into a brighter 
future. Authors Matthew Riemer and 
Leighton Brown are the creators and 
curators of Instagram’s @lgbt_history 
and so have ready at their fingertips hun- 
dreds of photographs from over seventy 
archives, branching out into all aspects of 
GLBT lives and history. The dedication 
indicates their broad scope: “Ancestors, 
Founders, Radicals, Outlaws, Warriors, 
People With AIDS, Victims, And to all 
those whose stories are waiting to be 
told.” The photos entice, you dip into the 


text...and you’re immersed. Ё 


next => 
chapter 


38 S Snelling Ave, St Paul MN 
www.nextchapterbooksellers.com| 651/225-8989 


Charged with a Crime? 


Your troubles might not be 
as bad as you think. 


ГІ explain the law & all your options in plain, simple language. 
—Kelli Gaborsky 


| Free consultation: 612-275-0169 y 
*DWI/DUI *Domestic Assault ‘Drugs Gaborsky Laweom 


eTheft «Probation Violation «Other Crimes 
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4 _ 
TOWN MINNEAPOLIS 
)M ^ 612-200-8666 -- 
EMUBLE.COM Re 


3038 Hennepin Ave. S. * Minneapolis 
(612) 822-4611 “ www.magersandquinn.com 


WARNING: 
This show contains Seniors бопе Wild: 


ТІЛЕ ДІСІН PNO BLOOMINGTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS PRESENT, 


Tickets: www.aliveandkickinmn.org, 952-563-8575 
or in person at the box office. 


June 7th - Opening Night including a Champagne GALA after Party 
with Special Guests Jennifer Grimm and Joe Cruz 
$40 (no discounts) 


Other shows: $34 adult Groups: $26 each for 10+ 
$30 seniors/students $24 each for 20+ 


Audis Description Performance . June 13. 2019 
ASL interpreted Performance. June 15. 2019 


find your next ** ч 
apartment. ° 


гате. 


cele 
always: > 


steven 


scott steven-scott.com 


your definitive guide to apartments in the metro 


MAGUS 


BOOKS AND HERBS 


Looking for a safe place with sacred stuff and өтіп! "m Visit 
Magus Books in NE Mpls! 

We hold ongoing free events, including a monthlu Gau Men's 
discussion group, as well as bi-weekly ТОЛ support 
meetings, and meditation times, as well as author events and 
classes on the sacred and spiritual. Sometimes we have grab bags 
and random prizes just for coming in! 


PRODUCTS OFFERED 


Books • Candles « Crystals • Divination Tools • Gifts 
Grimoires • Herbs • Incense „ and so much more! 


+ ИІ ш sooo THE PAGAN comun SINCE оо 


WE MOVED! (61239-7669 


1848 Central Ave NE 


Check out or new home! Minneapolis, MN 55414 
www.MagusBooks.com 


We support 
the health care 
needs of the 
adult and pediatric 
LGBTQ community. 


Personalized primary care available at our 
Adult and Pediatric Gender & Sexual Health Clinics 
612-873-2474. 


ar 
Hennepin 
Healthcare 


Level 1 Adult and Pediatric Trauma Center 
A leader in research and innovation, an essential teaching 
hospital and primary and specialty care clinic system. 
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HAPPY PRIDE 
FROM YOUR 
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MINNESOTA 
CHAPTER 


Gay Loan Officer (SI 


EQUAL HOUSE rj 


LENDER 
Жжжж Star Service 
on Facebook, Zillow, 
Yelp, & Google 


Appraisal fee waived 
when you mention this ad 


Tyler Mulcahey 
Senior Loan Officer | NMLS 1243885 


(507) 837-9775 | tyler.r 
www.TyTheMo 


G CARDINAL 62 TYLER MULCAHEY 


financial.com 


Theo Lorenz 

(they/them) е 
EXIT REALTY METRO 

ө nerdy queer Realtor 

• already loves your pets 

* passionate about your search 

* backed by an award-winning team 


* will help you paint (no, really) 


ONLINE 
TODAY! 


www.gaybÜstates.com 


STATES 


KORBY 


HOME TEAM 


Tracy Le Capitaine 
Licensed Realtor® 
612-656-9087 
www.korbyhometeam.com MMES 


Real Estate is Our Passion = 


KELLERWILLIAMS. 
INTEGRITY REALTY 


Each office is independently owned and operated 


the PLOURDE team 
| BUY - SELL - INVEST | 


SHANNON AND JENNIFER PLOURDE 
612-298-4625 
infoetheplourdeteam.com 


LTY 


kw KELLERWILLIAMS. REA 
INTEGRITY LAKES » 


Each Office Independently Owned and Operated 


RE/MAX 


ADVANTAGE PLUS 


pem Ku \Ppy 


Mortgage Consultant 4 Б 
FARMERS 
RIDE 


Free appraisal when 
you mention this ad!* 
-------- PROTECTING — ———— 


ANGIE SHERER TEAM e] 10| 3 О enicies You 
612-644-9948 j Natalie Lyon, Agency Owner 
ANGIES HERER.COM -%/ LGBTQ Owned Agency 
[PieaderOne a f. 1229 Tyler ST NE, Suite 254 Minneapolis, MN 55413 


MLS# 12007 


Office: 612-208-0276 • Email: nlyon@farmersagent.com 


*Appraisal valued up to $500 - valid until 12/31/2019 


Anita C. Hill 


Michael McGee 


Passion for Excellence! 
REALTOR® 


612-669-1922 
www.msp-properties.com 


BANKER G о 
BURNET Ra ~” 


Coldwell Banker Burnet is owned and operated by NRT, LLC 


651-707-6408 
AnitaC.Hill@CBBurnet.com 
www.HomesForSaleSaintPaulMN.com 


Linda Alter 
Your Agent for Change 


Dean Schlaak 
612-388-1024 


deanschlaak@edinarealty.com 
deanschlaak.edinarealty.com 


Licensed in MN and Wi 


Edina Realty. >к 


(=! RESULTS % 


> , NoPlaceLikeHome $ 


ALTER HOME TEAM 


Linda Alter, Realtor 
Keller Williams Integrity Realty 
897 Saint Paul Ave, j у 
St. Paul MN 55116 | Ace 
65 1-248-6060 cell/text iy “Working/hard/forjour clients while serving the ] Шуда Ы eLikeHome@Results.net 
www.alterhometeam.com : = 
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HOME & GARDEN 
e By Mike Marcotte ¢ 


DON’T LOSE YOUR COOL THIS SUMMER 


Owens Companies offers three tips you should take to make sure your air conditioner doesn’t break down. 


Walking into a house or a business without 
properly working air conditioning is simply 
uncomfortable. If you have a home with an AC 
unit, there are some simple things you can do 
to ensure air flows at the temperature you want 
all summer long. 

The advice is from John Owens, President 
and CEO of Owens Companies, a Bloomington- 
based company started by John’s dad, Bob, back 
in 1957. Bob was a pioneer in the industry, and 
much of what he did is now the standard today. 

John started with the company in 1978, 
working nearly every single job. He has a pas- 
sion and knowledge for HVAC systems. Owens 
offers up these tips: 

Tip one: check your air filter and make sure 
to replace it. 

So how often should it be replaced? “It 
depends on the filter and the environment,” 
Owens tells Lavender. “High quality may only 
be twice a year. Others monthly, at least in the 
summer months.” 

A good time to replace is when you can see 
a film of dirt built up or if the filter material is 
beginning to bow in the direction of your unit. 
That’s a sign that the airflow is being restricted. 

Tip two: clean the condensing unit outside. 

Let’s start with the basics: what’s a con- 
densing unit? Do not be too nervous, it is just a 
fancy term. “It is the part of the air conditioning 
system that sits outside,” Owens says. 

And you don’t need fancy equipment to 
clean a condensing unit. “One can just take a 
garden hose and spray it down. If you see a lot 
of ‘crud’ coming out, you know it needed it.” 

The third tip: do a complete tune-up and not 
one of those $59 versions you see advertised in 
commercials. 

“A professional technician can check refrig- 
erant levels and performance. Not only will this 
ensure better comfort, it can have an impact on 
energy costs,” Owens says. 

And Owens says to be weary of those inex- 
pensive tuneup deals. “It is a published fact that 
contractors use the cheap tune-up to get in the 
home and find a repair on average of $300 or a 
much needed replacement on average of $4,000- 
9,000.” They look for ways to make more money. 


Owens Companies CEO John 
Owens. Photo by Matt Weber 


John Owens’ tips come with decades of ex- 
perience. For over 60 years, Owens Companies 
has made it their mission to help existing build- 
ing run better. 

Upgrades in technology have immensely 
changed how Owens Companies operates. “We 
have been in the energy management business 
for over 45 years. This means installing com- 
puterized automation systems which today can 
be accessed from an iPhone. We can access 
buildings remotely and change a temp or open 
a damper to resolve an issue without having to 
send a technician to the building,” Owens says. 

A vast majority of Owens Companies’ focus 
is on commercial properties, but they do offer 
complete tuneups of residential air conditioning 
units. They also offer 24/7 emergency services. 
You can connect with them by calling 952-854- 
3800 or going to www.owenscompanies.com. Е 


Owens Companies offers complete tuneups of residen- 
tial air conditioning units. Photo courtesy of Owens 
Companies 


168 | LAVENDER | JUNE 6-19, 2019 


proud. 


SH=LT=R 


ARCHITECTURE 


be 


[| 


AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING 


Auc à ; FEN uyy 
ҮЛҮ LE WINN AN 
SINCE 
1957 
E E 


247 7 EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 169 


HOME & GARDEN 
e By Shane Lueck % 


House Lift has been offering home remodeling in the Twin Cities for over 20 years. Photo courtesy of Randy Korn 


THE LIFT THAT 


KEEPS ON GIVING 


When it comes to home renovation, you want a contractor that you 
can trust. Sarah Gaskill and Dominica DiPiazza turned to their neigh- 
bors for a recommendation when they began thinking about making 
changes in their own home—and three projects later, they’re still sing- 
ing House Lift’s praises. 

Their South Minneapolis home fits the description of House Lift’s 
specialty. Located in South Minneapolis, House Lift works on a lot of 
homes in the area, which tend to be older homes. 

“We really understand older houses, which are more prevalent in the 


Twin Cities market,” House Lift's owner and president Randy Korn says. 
“(With older homes) it’s more than just cosmetic. There’s almost always 
an issue with insulation in about 80 percent of the houses we go into. We're 
opening up walls and things and we end up having to tear everything down 
and do it correctly so it becomes more livable, more efficient." 

Korn's team has learned to plan for the unexpected while working 
with older homes in the area. Updating wiring, plumbing, and bringing 
everything up to modern codes and standards presents a challenge that 
they're willing to take on. 
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CUSTOM CABINETRY : ADDITIONS & ООВМЕН5. KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 
WHOLE HOUSE RENOVATION · PORCHES & SUN-ROOMS · FINISHED BASEMENTS 


“We do everything from small, ma- 
terial jobs up to whole house remodels 
and new builds,” Korn says. “We pride 
ourselves on our communication. When 
someone contacts us, one of our sales 
and design consultants will go out and 
take a look at the project they want us 
to do. He'll offer suggestions, we'll talk 
about a budget, and then we'll work on 
designs and meet up with them again to 
refine things." 

When it comes to the design of a 
project, Korn is happy to have home- 
owners as involved as they'd like to be. 
^We have a very definite process and it 
always involves keeping the homeown- 
er aware of what's going on, usually in- 
cluding weekly meetings," he says. ^We 
have some clients that are very hands- 
off and just want to be notified if there 
are any issues. Other homeowners 
want to be involved every day, so we go 
at their pace." 

House Lift's communication is one 
thing that Gaskill loves about Korn's 


HOME & GARDEN 


team. "They keep you informed," she 
says. "They keep you informed and give 
you updates on what's been completed 
and what they're going to do next." 

Larger remodels come with twists 
and turns, but House Lift works to 
make sure projects are completed time- 
ly and tries to minimize the disruption 
to the homeowner's lives—especially 
for larger projects that last a few weeks. 

During Gaskill's kitchen renovation, 
the House Lift team moved the refrig- 
erator into the dining room and closed 
off the kitchen area for safety. “They 
made sure that we were secure in our 
home during this time," she says, com- 
mending the team on their attention 
to detail, right down to putting down 
plastic to protect the rest of the house 
from dust and debris. "They cleaned 
up at the end of the day and kept me 
informed, of their comings and goings 
during the day." 

Beyond taking care of their home, 
Gaskill appreciates House Lifts person- 


This was Sarah Gaskill and Dominica DiPiazza's bathroom before 
renovation. Photo courtesy of Randy Korn 
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Hirshfield’s 


Paints - Wallcoverings - Window Fashions 


30 locations throughout the Twin Cities and Minnesota 
find your neighborhood store at hirshfields.com 
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able team. “Being a lesbian couple, all of the 
workers in our house were very respectful,” she 
says. “The thing that I’m most impressed with 
is they’re focused on the customer and stand by 
their work.” 

Gaskill tells a story of blowing a fuse af- 
ter their kitchen renovation. Unable to fig- 
ure out where the power had gone out, they 
called their point of contact at House Lift who 
returned their phone call despite being on a 
hunting trip. “That’s the kind of service you 
get,” she says. 

That level of service is part of the reason 
House Lift has been working on Twin Cit- 
ies homes for almost 30 years. "We've done 
just about everything you can do and we've 
dealt with so many different issues—things 
that you would never expect to see,” Korn 
says. “Things are just not made the way they 
used to be, and remodeling is a very inex- 
act science. Things will come up and that’s 
where you find out if you are working with a 
good company. That’s why I say experience 
counts.” 

For more on services provided by House Lift 
in the Twin Cities area, visit houseliftinc.com. Е 
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And this is their bathroom after House Lift worked their magic. Photo courtesy of Randy Korn 


"612-721-4080 


Boilers * Furnace * A/C 


Water Heaters* Toilet’ Faucets 
Serving the entire Twin Cities Area. Emergency Service Available. 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured. LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 
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CELEBRATE OUR PRIDE 


For the past 12 years and beyond, 
Metro Transit is proud to support 
the LGBTQ+ community. 


To support accessibility, safety and inclusion within our system, here are some 
resources that Metro Transit provides: 


TAP: Learn about how the Transit Assistance Program offers reduced fares 
metrotransit.org/tap 


Text for Safety: Learn about how to report unwanted interactions discreetly 
metrotransit.org/textforsafety 


Drive Change: Learn about our anti-harassment initiative 
metrotransit.org/drivechange 


For more information, contact 
Metro Transit at 612-373-3333 Metro 
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OUR RIDES 
e By Randy Stern e 
e Photos by Randy Stern % 


RIDING ALONG WITH METRO TRANSIT 


Every week, Metro Transits buses and 
trains welcome over 264,000 riders on average. 
That comes out to 57.3 million riders a year. 

It serves as the core of our transportation 
system here in the Twin Cities. Workers in 
Minneapolis, St. Paul, and across the metro- 
politan area take Metro Transit as a convenient 
and inexpensive solution for their commuting 
needs. Metro Transit riders also use the sys- 
tem to shop, visit friends, get to the airport or 
Union Depot, attend a sports event, or go out to 
the bars and clubs at night. 

'The entire system is stretched out over 907 
square miles, serving 90 cities in seven coun- 
ties in Minnesota alone. To reach the riders, 
the system is run on 127 bus routes, two light 
rail lines, a commuter rail service to Big Lake. 
'That entails operating 909 buses, 91 light rail 
trains, six Northstar locomotives with 18 pas- 
senger rail cars. 

'The system is constantly improving. You 
may have seen the construction on Interstate 
35W just south of downtown to create a new 
bus rapid transit corridor with new stations 
along the way. You may have already noticed 
construction underneath the East Ramp at 
Mall of America for a new multimodal transit 
hub. And, you also may have noticed that Met- 
ro Transit has asked its riders to start texting 
to see if something is wrong safety-wise along 
the system. 

Itis a modern system that works for a met- 
ropolitan area that is big enough to encourage 
ridership for everyone accessing their buses 
and trains. 

Our GLBT community is also represented 
among the faces at Metro Transit. They drive 
the buses and trains, work on them at the ga- 
rages across the system, answer your calls to 
help get you where you want to go, and plan on 
the future of transit in our community. While 
they work for us, a substantial number of GLBT 
people make up the 57.3 million riders yearly 
on the system. 

One such face at Metro Transit is Jessica 
Kern, a Garage Relief Instructor and driver out 
ofthe Heywood Garage near downtown Minne- 
apolis. Over the course of her 11 years at Met- 
ro Transit, Kern has been involved with more 
than just the operations of the transit agency. 


She had been driving the Metro Transit bus 
during the Twin Cities Pride parade, as well 
sit on committees that are creating a culture of 
equality and inclusion of all the agency's em- 
ployees, as well as the riders. 

It was not easy for Kern at the beginning of 
her career. “Being a transgender female," Kern 
explains, “I had someone accuse me of going 
into the wrong bathroom, week one. Manag- 
ers worked with me to help me get through 
probation, and then we've been working the 
last three years... on getting awareness out." 
From within, Kern explains that she and a few 
other people from across the GLBT spectrum 
and allies held a panel at Metro Transit to talk 
about their place in the agency and start con- 
versations on how to improve relations with all 
employees. For this year—the 50th anniver- 
sary of the Stonewall Riots—Kern's committee 
is setting up a GLBT history display for Metro 
Transit. 

A more recent hire, Bryan Folstad, spent 
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the last four years as a Bus Operator for Metro 
Transit and found his experience with the agen- 
cy as “mostly positive.” Folstad explains that in 
his experience that “everyone that knows me at 
Metro transit knows that I am out as gay, have 
a boyfriend, go to the pride events, etc. When 
I first started at Metro Transit there weren't 
really any events focused around [GLBT] his- 
tory, issues or people but recently some em- 
ployees have put together events that do focus 
on these issues." 

In regards to serving the GLBT community, 
Kern explains that Metro Transit has offered 
free passes to Twin Cities Pride. And, you may 
have seen them at Loring Park, as well. For 
Kern, it is all about engaging with the com- 
munity—especially on the parade route. “I love 
driving the bus," explained Kern, “participating 
in it. I always loved the crowds... it's just amaz- 
ing to see the crowds and the support from 
that. We tend to have a good group of people 
walking and handing out things, and during the 
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Stop in our showroom to see the full line 
up of Mercedes-Benz models. 
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The all-new A-Class with natural voice 
recognition takes the field and changes 
the game forever. 


As shown 2019 A-Class Sedan starting at 
$32,500 plus $995 transportation charge. 


Like no other. “СТЕР | ج ا‎ 


There’s a reason that four generations 
of customers have come to us - апа 
come back to us: Perfection. 


Sears Imported Autos proudly 
supports the LGBTQ community. 


13500 Wayzata Blvd. 


Minnetonka, MN 55305 
Imported Autos 


Ph: 952-546-5301 


Mercedes-Benz 
Vans. Born to Run. SPRINT LF METRIS 


FUR 

LEATHER 

SHEARLING 
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An Advocate for the 


GLBT Community | 
Since 1999... See You At Pride! 2 : 4: КІВМІСК 
65 1 -483-5246 1 | 224 NORTH FIRST STREET 


MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55401 
6020 HODGSON ROAD, LINO LAKES 612-332-4321 
WWW.BOBSAUTORANCH.COM 


www.RibnickOuterwear.com 


Sole to Mind System Workshop 


Find the mind clarity you аге seeking,for your future, define the sole pathway you need 
to forge ahead, and rediscover the purpose that calls you to do something extraordinary 
with your life. 


If you are ready to reignite the alignment between your sole, mind, and your life 
experiences - this workshop is for you! 


Register Today to take advantage of our 
Lavender readers discount through July 1st 
$50 off your workshop registration fee! 


What to expect? 


Define your unique personal, professional, and virtual SOLE brand alignment, and then learn how 
the to usethe Mind Muscle system to harness the mind's connection to the systems of the body 
expressed through Mindful Moments in Movement to maximize life experience. 


What are the workshop outcomes? 


* Overcome areas of identity frustration by creating clarity and alignment in who you are 
* Create specific goals and action plans for your future aligned with who you want to be 
* Alter unconscious thinking created through your senses into positive thoughts 

* Modify your relationship with yourself, others, experiences, and food 

* Shift your perception of stress 


Next steps? 
Register Now. 
soletomindsystem.com | 800-318-5659 
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OUR RIDES 


Bryan Folstad 


parade, I love making a noise. If you’ve been to 
Pride, I love honking the horn and trying to 
jazz it up and I would stop sometimes along the 
parade route and just hammer on the brakes, 
making the air noises there and hammering on 
the horn.” 

Another way Metro Transit engages with 
our community is through a GLBT hiring event 
that occurs once or twice during the year. 

The big question regarding our public 
transit system is how we do continue to use it 
knowing that we can be safe riding it? Metro 
Transit introduced a few new programs de- 
signed to ensure safety and security while 
riding the system. There is a text program to 
report problems on the buses and light rail 
trains. Texts are sent to a specialist at Metro 
Transit’s Control Center and are fed to either 
the Transit Police and/or supervisors moni- 
toring the line for an appropriate response. 
According to Drew Kerr, a transit communica- 
tion specialist for the Metropolitan Council, the 
Transit Control Center current receives “40 to 
60 texts” through this system. 

However, the overarching program that 
all of us should be aware of is called Drive 
Change. This is a campaign to ensure that rid- 
ing Metro Transit is not only a great alternative 
to driving, but it is a welcoming way to ensure 
your safety and security towards an enjoyable 
ride. According to the Metro Transit website, 
the program has five goals to accomplish: less- 
en harassment through respect, kindness and 
inclusivity, educate everyone on how champi- 
oning these behaviors can stop harassment, 
educate observers on what to do when harass- 
ment happens, create a model that other tran- 
sit agencies can follow, and use measurables to 
show how we can sustain a respectful, inclusive 


-—-e — (Continued on page 180 


WE BUILD MUSICAL ` 
RELATIONSHIPS 


WE DO THINGS DIFFERENTLY HERE 


2165 S MAIN STREET. | 
' RIVER E 
71. m15:426-077 
)  BRICKHOUSEMUSIC. сом” 
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Citizens for a Loring 
Park Community 


Welcome to the neighborhood. 


Wishing E Ee 
e Jj OIN'US mv OUR INCLUSIVE; Mustear aT «ТЕ HEATRICAL - 


Ema Do Tun HINGS DIFFERENTLY HERE. 


| Just 25 MN ast OF Sr. PAULO 


www.loringpark.org 


Filled with love, hope and excitement, this day 
is yours and you deserve an experience that 
reflects your love with memories that last a 
lifetime. Our staff is dedicated to creating an 
occasion that honors the love you share. 


Breathtaking ceremony and reception site 
surrounded by views of the city. 


Complimentary up-lighting package when 
you mention Lavender. Located in the Loring 
Park neighborhood. 


1313 Nicollet Mall MILLENNIUM 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55403 M AED 
+1 612.332.6000 

minneapolis.us@millenniumhotels.com 


MINNEAPOLIS 
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Ойда», 226. Private Collector's Contemporary 


UPSCALE ESTATE SALES 


Furniture and Fine Art & Glass Sale 


June 20 & 21, 2019 
9 am- 4 pm. 


Vadnais Heights 
то сасыса = — 


612-554-5768 


Exclusive sale features furniture by Hooker, 
Bernhardt and Knoll. 
Bill Mack sculpture. Artwork by Brian Wilson; 
Dan Mackin; 
Art Glass by David Wight; 
Kalib Nichols and many more. 
See www.estatesales.net for photos and address. 
Chrisalin Estate & Moving Sales, LLC 


PRIDE. 


TWIN CITIES 
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OUR RIDES 


Jessica Kern 


and harassment-free transportation system. 

If you have been in downtown Minneapolis 
or St. Paul—or, have been following them on 
social media—Metro Transit has been promot- 
ing this program through the tag line of “Re- 
spect, Kindness, and Inclusivity.” In all, this 
program is multifaceted involving [a] change 
from within the agency, as well as on the bus 
and rail networks. The driver of this change is 
for everyone—Metro Transit employees and 
its ridership—to take an active role in ensuring 
a safe, secure, and enjoyable ride throughout 
the transit network. 

Yet, there had been some push back from 
within our community. There are those who 
point out some service issues, such as sched- 
ules not being met, and socioeconomic stigmas 
about riding public transit. However, “[d]espite 
the negativity,” explains Folstad, “there are 
some positives. I know some GLBT who ride 
all the time who have recommended Metro 
Transit to get around instead of driving be- 
cause it’s easier, cheaper and less stressful to 
get around the city.” Moreover, the entire Twin 
Cities and suburbs. 

Our community counts as among the aver- 
age of 264,000 riders who ride Metro Transit 
weekly. Drivers, Transit Police, and other em- 
ployees of the agency may not know that you 
are GLBT when you step onto one of their ve- 
hicles. Yet, we want a safe ride to work, school, 
appointments, shopping—and back home. 
Metro Transit is listening. They are working 
to ensure you ride safely—and that their em- 
ployees are safe from harm within and outside 
of the agency. Ё 


any of our 
services І 
with coupon 1 


HOME SERVICE 


Electric - Heating and Cooling —— @:—— 
Home Entertainment - Security QUALITY CUT 


. 952.927.7194 
StaffordHomeService.com 


FloydTotalSecurity.com 


The ultimate in 
worry-free living since 1945. 


Floyd Residential Security: 
An ecosystem of smart devices, sensors, video & 


advanced automation. Monitored locally 24/7/365. : 
ы Let’s start 


“Sowing it Back Together!” 


Even converting a small portion of your 
landscape can help save pollinators and 


Е FL YD website to discover how other wildlife. With everyone doing their 
Mee you can help. part, we CAN make a difference! 


Visit our retail stores or 


HEADQUARTERED TOTAL SECURITY™ 763-631-9458 www.prairieresto.com 
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EVERYDAY DRAMA 
e By Jennifer Parello ¢ 


EULOGY FOR A GOOD BOY 


He wasn’t the type of heroic and selfless dog 
you'd see іп a Disney movie. He was a coward—ex- 
cept if you were a hamster. Then he was brave. 

He killed two hamsters, not by attacking them 
but by barking at them. They died of heart attacks— 
one right after another. He seemed pleased with him- 
self as we bundled up their little bodies and buried 
them in the backyard. 

He was jealous and passive-aggressive. When һе 
was 5, we introduced a French bulldog puppy into 
our home. He retaliated by lifting his leg on every 
piece of furniture in the house. 

We were never able to break him of this vindic- 
tive peeing habit. So he had to wear a diaper when he 
was inside. A diaper! He’d scrunch his shoulders in 
humiliation each time he’d hear me release the Vel- 
cro in preparation for wrapping it around him. 

At the dog park, where our two other dogs would 
happily romp with their pals, he would stay firmly af- 
fixed to my side, nervously barking at any creature 
that got near us. Other dogs weren’t threatened by 
his bark. They just ignored him in the way kids don’t 


bother with the weird kid at the playground. 

His barking and indiscriminate peeing caused a 
good deal of tension between my spouse and me, es- 
pecially in the early years of our relationship. 

His anxiety and his breed—he was a miniature 
schnauzer—caused him to bark constantly and pierc- 
ingly. We had to install dense window shutters so he 
couldn’t see outside. Witnessing a leaf falling off a 
tree would set off a fit of hysteria. We finally had to 
outfit him with a bark collar—one that squirted him 
with citronella each time he barked. So it always 
smelled like mosquito season in our house. 

He hated anything that took my attention from 
him. When I was on my laptop, he’d slap down the 
screen and shove his head under my hand for en- 
forced cuddling. Га often type with one hand and pet 
him with the other. It was the only way to get work 
done. 

He loved his sister and littermate, Livia, who 
was comforting and maternal with him. His re- 
lationship with the Frenchie interloper, Nettie, 
was... umm... complicated. He would alternatively 


hump her and then fight with her so viciously that 
Га have to pull them apart. 

Most mornings, though, he'd wrap himself 
around her and give her a thorough tongue bath. 
She'd relax and submit to his attentions, like a lady 
on a spa day. 

When I got him 10 years ago, I named him Fredo, 
after the dimwitted character in The Godfather. Like 
that character he was sweet, anxious, and needy. 
Also like Fredo Corleone, he could never quite find 
his place in the world. 

But unlike the fictional Fredo, he would never 
betray me. He was my little man, sticking firmly by 
my side through the torrent of middle age. He was 
not sloppy or promiscuous with his affections. He 
loved whoever I loved—my spouse, my step-kids, 
my friends. But strangers could go straight to hell 
as far as he was concerned. He was an unrepentant 
momma's boy. 

Itook him to the vet yesterday for what I suspect- 
ed was a urinary tract infection. (Of course it would 
be pee that was the harbinger of doom.) It was much, 
much worse, the grim-faced vet said. It was time to 
say goodbye. 

I held him for an hour before I was ready to let 
him leave. 

No, he never would have been chosen as the he- 
roic star of a Disney movie. But he was my leading 
man for the past decade. And I loved the little weirdo 
with all my heart. Ё 
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20% OFF DURING 
PRIDE WEEKEND 
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RUNNING.. 


RUN WITH PRIDE 


UPTOWN 
2327 Hennepin Ave. Mpls ° 612.513.5758 


WWW.FITISTRUNNING.COM 


A THAI TASTE EXPERIENCE 


3001 Hennepin Ave. S., | 


Minneapolis 


Located in Calhoun Square | 
Patio Open 
Sun - Weds.: 11 a.m. - 10 p.m. 


Thurs: 11 a.m. - 11 p.m. 
Fri. - Sat.: 11 a.m. - midnight 


John Medeiros, Attorney 


Immigration and Nationality LAw 


* Concentration in U.S. immigration law 


• Experience working with employers, physicians and 
other healthcare workers, artists, designers, technology 
workers, teachers, engineers, and other professionals 


* Employment-based immigration, including H-IBs, 
L-ls, O-ls, and PERM/Labor certification applications 

• Marriage-based immigration, including same-sex 
marriages 


Mental Illnesses 


You are not alone. 


«"NAMI-GEBTOAI Connection Group - a free 
support group specifically for: you. 
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aw Firm 
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National Alliance on Mental Illness 


MINNESOTA 


e Fact sheets оп GLBTOAI mental health ISSUES Phone: 1-651-645-2948 


e Education, support and hope for you: and your 
loved ones living with mental illnesses ~ = 


Toll Free: 1-888 "626-4435 


WWW. naminin. org 


ENDS JUNE 30TH 
$108 +x 


From chaos to oasis we see things differently. 

To us overgrown and underused portions of your lawn are 
opportunities waiting to be realized. Become the house on the block 
that everyone wants to be. 

Let Dirty Boys help you. 


Stone walls 
Container Gardens 


Patios Lawn Maintenance * Upkeep 
Firepits * Fireplaces Garden Beds 


Walkways 


wy Perfectly 


нана 
V Planters 
Join our Perfectly Arranged Planters Program 
and every season we'll deliver a new, artistically 
designed planter right to your front door. 


www.PerfectlyArrangedPlanters.com 
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PRACTICE 


I know it’s Pride Month and a time to cel- 
ebrate being GLBT. By all means, go out and 
feel good about being queer. You've certainly 
earned it! 

However, I'm not in the mood to celebrate 
and I suspect most transgender Americans 
similarly aren't feeling too festive. Yes, what fol- 
lows is a bit of Debbie Downer; that's just how 
itis for my community now, day in and day out. 

First, a bit of history. 

In September 1935, at Adolf Hitler's urging, 
the German Reichstag passed what became 
known as the “Nuremberg Laws"—the first of 
a series of state-sanctioned measures to distin- 
guish Germans of Jewish ancestry from "pure" 
Germans. One of those measures was to pro- 
hibit marriage between Jews and non-Jews; the 
same law prohibited sexual intercourse between 
such parties (heterosexual sex, that is; same-sex 
relations were illegal regardless of ancestry). 

Another measure set forth the requirements 
for German citizenship, including voting rights 
based on a person's percentage of Jewish ances- 
try. From that flowed wholesale discrimination 
against Jews in employment, education, and 
the military. Of course, we know what eventu- 
ally happened to Jewish people in Germany and 
then later, in greater Europe and Russia. 

Iraise this because as I see it, certain sec- 
tors of our government have undertaken the 
American equivalent of the Nuremberg Laws 
vis-à-vis transgender humans. Please let me lay 
out some of the particulars: 

° In February 2017, existing Depart- 
ment of Education guidance letters that had 


SKIRTING THE ISSUES 
e By Ellen Krug % 


been protecting transgender students relative to 
bathroom and locker room usage were voided. 
The move put trans students at the mercy of 
state and local school authorities, many of which 
have since banned trans students from using 
facilities that correspond with their gender iden- 
tity. This has resulted in increased bullying and 
violence against trans-identifying students. 

° The ban of 15,000 transgender ser- 
vice members from the military, which went 
into full effect earlier this year, effectively 
forced trans service members into a Hobson’s 
choice of living as their authentic selves or for- 
feiting years of military service, including mili- 
tary benefits. 

° In October of 2017, the Department 
of Justice reversed its position on whether fed- 
eral law prohibits employment discrimination 
against transgender persons; up until then, the 
DOJ had prosecuted lawsuits against employ- 
ers engaging in trans-related discrimination. 
A year later, the DOJ told the U.S. Supreme 
Court that employers are free to discriminate 
against transgender employees. 

° Іп Мау 2018, the U.S. Bureau of Pris- 
ons rolled back a policy that required federal 
correction facilities to house transgender of- 
fenders according to their gender identity; the 
newly-announced policy reverted to housing 
according to birth gender, thereby exposing 
transgender persons in federal confinement to 
exponentially greater violence. 

° In late April this year, the Depart- 
ment of Human Services announced plans to 
eliminate protections for trans persons under 
the Affordable Care Act. This means that medi- 
cal providers would be free to discriminate 
against transgender patients. It also could 
mean that insurers would have the right to de- 
clare being transgender a “pre-existing condi- 
tion” and a basis for outright denying us access 


to health insurance, even if we can afford it. 

This is just some of what our government 
is doing to transgender persons. It doesn’t en- 
compass how individual states are further mar- 
ginalizing my community through bathroom 
bills, ID requirements and other measures. 

For those who may feel some comfort be- 
cause they aren't transgender, its my view 
that the government is effectively practicing 
Nuremberg-style policies on the transgender 
community; after all, we're an easy mark. Once 
the government nails the template for wholesale 
legal erasure, it's not much of a stretch to see 
the reach expanding—to same-sex marriage, or 
to persons who aren't Christian, or to women 
who want to make their own personal medical/ 
health decisions, or to those born outside the 
United States but granted U.S. citizenship. 

I know, some of you are now labeling me 
an alarmist and perhaps even a kook. However, 
I'm sure that way back in the early 1930s, so- 
cial commentators also scoffed when the Ger- 
man leadership first began to target the Jews. 
As reported in an April 30th Newsweek piece, a 
new book by Tom Phillips, HUMANS: A Brief 
History of How We F*cked It All Up, recounts 
that, “Hitler was actually an incompetent, lazy 
egomaniac and his government was an abso- 
lute clown show.” 

Yet, that very same clown show became 
exceedingly efficient at exterminating whole 
groups of humans—by the end, more than six 
million humans who were “Other.” 

So, as Pride Month 2019 unfolds, I won’t be 
thinking of celebrating, but just of surviving. 

I refuse to be a victim. E 


Ellen (Ellie) Krug is the author of Getting to Ellen: A 
Memoir about Love, Honesty and Gender Change 
(2013). She speaks and trains on diversity and inclusion 
topics; visit www.elliekrug.com where you can also sign 
up for her e-newsletter, The Ripple. She welcomes your 
comments at ellenkrugwriter(agmail.com. 
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taking a long July 
4th weekend, we're 
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SUPPER И CLUB 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising @ lavendermagazine.com. 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Quorum 

Your GLBTA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner for 
a diverse business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 


Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 
Medicine, chiropractic, massage therapy, 
and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 

Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 

(952) 885-5409 

www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


GENDER CARE 


University of Minnesota Health 
Comprehensive Gender Care 
Compassionate, coordinated care 
from a multi-disciplinary team. Providing 
gender affirmation surgeries. 

University of Minnesota Health Clinics and 
Surgery Center 

909 Fulton St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 676-4227 
www.mhealth.org/gendercare 


GOVERNMENT 

City of Saint Paul 

Department of Human Rights & Equal 
Economic Opportunity 

Your civil rights are protected! The City of 
Saint Paul champions justice and equity 
for all. 

15 W Kellogg Blvd, Suite 280 

Saint Paul, MN 55102 

651-266-8966 

www.stpaul.gov/hreeo 
hrightscomplaints@ci.stpaul.mn.us 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.dliveness.org 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Clinic 555, St. Paul 
Whether it’s a fling or a serious thing - get 


tested. Sexual health clinic. Downtown St. 


Paul. Offering PrEP. 
555 Cedar $t., Fl. 1 
St. Paul, MN 

651) 266-1255 
clinic555.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


JustUs Health 

LGBTQ-friendly counseling and referral; 
HIV prevention and support; public 
education, research and advocacy. 
#HelpHelps 

2577 Territorial Road W. 

Saint Paul, MN 55114 

(800) 243-7321 Minnesota AIDSLine 
(612) 341-2060 General info 
www.JustUsHealth.mn 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 
www.reddoorservices.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 

KFAI Radio - 90.3 FM (MPLS) 106.7 
FM (STP) 

Home of "Fresh Fruit", the longest running 
weekly Queer radio show in the country, 
celebrating 40 years! Listen on air or 
online. 

Bailey Building - 1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 

(612) 341-3144 

www.KFAl.org 


Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio K (KUOM) is the award-winning 
student-run radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 
26 historic sites and museums part of your 
vacation plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children’s Theatre Company 
Children’s Theatre Company creates 
theatre that educates, challenges and 
inspires. Values: Imagination, Excellence, 
Respect, Inclusion. 

2400 3rd Ave. 5. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-0400 
www.childrenstheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

win Cities' best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty: breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

(612) 333-6669 

mnopera.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing 
Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse audiences. 
345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


POLITICAL 


Stonewall DFL Democrats 

LGBTQ outreach arm of the Minnesota 
Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party, working 
to elect LGBTQ leaders and allies. 

255 E. Plato Blvd., St. Paul, MN 55107 
(651) 293-1200 

mnstonewalldfl.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, board members. Contact us 
today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Central Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Exploring the promise of God for all. 
You are welcome. No exceptions. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-4416 

www.centralmpls.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Avenue UMC! Vibrant Worship. 
Authentic Community. Bold Outreach. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 

www.haumc.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, 
One Church. Find us on Facebook and 
Twitter. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 
you are on your faith journey, St Mark's 
welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 

www.ourcathedral.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


Lutheran Social Services of 
Minnesota 

Making a difference in communities 
across Minnesota. Helping Minnesota 
students and seniors with personalized 
services that promote independent, 
healthy & abundant lives. 

(651) 310-9440 

www.Issmn.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
league 

Now in its 41st season, join hundreds of 
LGBTA softball players participating in 
the TCGSL. 

PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 55458 

www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! Visit this 
Historic Rivertown. Shop / Dine / Cruise / 
Art Galleries / Nightlife. 

P.O. Box 2025 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
infoGDiscoversftillwater.com 

(651) 351-1717 
www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Discover St. Louis Park 

Close to Minneapolis, far from ordinary. 
Exceptional dining, attractions, shopping, 
hotels and event space. 

660 Hwy 100 S., Suite 501 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

952) 426-4047 
www.DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. Vibrant 
arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels and B&Bs. 
Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 
www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Saint Paul 

75 W. Kellogg Blvd., Ste. 502 
Saint Paul, MN 55102 

651) 265-4900 
www.visitsaintpaul.com 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive 
impact on our greater community. 
Volunteering for social & environmental 
causes. 

(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


100 


International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features daily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and live 
ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 

www.wolf.org 


Minnesota Zoo 

Our mission is to connect people, animals 
and the natural world to save wildlife. 
13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley, MN 55124 

mnzoo.org 


THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING HOME SERVICES PSYCHOTHERAPY 
ya Свз) uf í PSYCHOTHERAPY SERVICES 
m 651-488-4808 Ү for LGBTQI Individuals & Couples 


FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


ATTORNEYS 


JEAN M. GUSTAFSON - Estate Law: Probate & 
Trust, Guardianship & Conservatorship, Child Pro- 
tection, Mental Health Law. Licensed: Minnesota, 
South Dakota, Utah. MN Lavender Bar Associa- 
tion Greater Minnesota Fellowship Recipient, 2017. 
(218) 454-2039, GusLaw.net. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


Full Time & Part Time 
Stations Available. 
Your schedule, our service, your price, 
our support. 
Upscale salon, prime location is seeking 
licensed, experienced hair stylists with 


clientele to join our team of 
Independent Contractor Salon & 
Spa Professionals. 


Side by Side stations 

available. Á 
YOUR FIRST MONTH'S n 
RENTAL IS FREE. ( 


Salon Intrigue, 
Calhoun 
Commons 
Shopping 
Center. 


sim: (612) 229- yt 


imhompenyancgnállcom.— 
GUN SHOPS 


Manthly Memberships 


EX LZ 5 Star Rated Ranges 
coin Shop, Ниве Retail Selection 
“& Range Training Classes 
_ WWWBILLSGSCOM | SEE YOU AT THE RANGE! 
HOME SERVICES 


HOUSE CLEANING 
\ „PROBABLY WON'T 

“KILL YOU BUT WHY 

dum THE CHANCE?! 


Whole House Deep Clean 
ONLY 
$199. 
SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. 


Local & woman owned. 
Member of LGBTQ community 


Call Today! 612-669-1606 
WWwW.SPARKLEMN.COM 


LYNN THOELE 
Owner & Chief Sparkle Officer 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 

www.goodstuffmoving.com 


| MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSE! 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing • Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 
and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


SPECIALIZING IN: 
* Auto + Home > Life 
* Relocations to the 

Twin Cities area 


State Farm Insurance 
Office: (612) 781-3454 


Cell: (612) 267-7696 
www.johnarens.net 
john@arensagency.com 


EAGLE SAGE 
ADVISORS 


Terri Whitesong 
507.645.5010 


EagleSageAdvisors.com 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Couples Counseling 


marylouisegooch.com 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 


Call 612-436-4698 


Fran Bieganek 


REAL ESTATE 


612 827 5847 


christopherfriend@edinarealty.com 
www.christopherfriend.edinarealty.com з = 
D" 


ж С 


Lie Wel. mest sel \ 


GOLF COURSE 
9750 COUNTY RD. 24 
WATERTOWN, MN 55388 _ 


2) 955-3600 ; 


EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE 
ІЗ 


Contact Peter at 
(612) 875-6747 
== www:fiatluxwindowcleaning.com 
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MINNESOTA STATE FAIR- 


AUG. 22 - LABOR DAY, SEPT. 2 


BRANBISTAND 


Concert Series sponsored by S lee p ( number. 


HOOTIE & THE BLOWFISH: GROUP THERAPY TOUR with special guest Barenaked Ladies 
WHY DON'T WE - LOGIC - LIONEL RICHIE 
TRACE ADKINS & CLINT BLACK with special guest Terri Clark: HITS. HATS. HISTORY. TOUR 
TOMMY JAMES AND THE SHONDELLS and HAPPY TOGETHER TOUR 2019 
“WEIRD AL" YANKOVIC STRINGS ATTACHED TOUR 
DARYL HALL & JOHN OATES with special guest G. Love & Special Sauce 


The Current's Music On-A-Stick featuring 
BRANDI CARLILE with special guests Mavis Staples and Savannah Conley 


11 TOP - 50TH ANNIVERSARY TOUR with special guest Cheap Trick 


Tickets available at etix.com or 800-514-3849 * Nightly Fireworks Spectacular sponsored by 


MUSIC == Flavov | 
900 SHOWS ШЕШЕП 


Belinda Carlisle | Dessa | Herman’s Hermits Starring Peter Noone | Lonestar 
One Night of Queen Performed by Gary Mullen & The Works | Tony! Toni! Toné! 
Aby Wolf | Early Eyes | First Avenue Goes To The Fair | Jaedyn James & The Hunger 
Nooky Jones | Pert Near Sandstone | Free Fallin - A Tribute to Tom Petty | iLLism 
Kat Perkins | Malamanya | MFELLAZ | Westside Band | And More! 


Ө o Adi 
Schells біш Lon 


A 


ө 
See full lineup at mnstatefair.org Е 
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Zidovudine was the first antiviral drug shown to be effective against AIDS, becoming a common treatment іп the 
late 1980s and early 1990s. [1] 


The GLBT community in the United States 
experienced a massive sea change in the two 
decades following the critical explosion of rebel- 
lion staged at the Stonewall Inn. Queer people 
became more open and confident in fighting the 
establishment for their rights. Openly gay peo- 
ple began running for—and attaining—public 
office. Government-sanctioned discrimination 
became openly challenged in the public sphere. 


Freddie Mercury. Photo by Carl Lender, CC 
BY-SA 3.0 
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Yet, for every major accomplishment, a seri- 
ous obstacle was to follow: The religious right 
began to vocally and persistently campaign 
against the growing acceptance of homosexual- 
ity. Gay rights luminaries such as Harvey Milk 
became victims of deadly violence. Most ter- 
rifying of all, the advent of HIV/AIDS not only 
shocked the GLBT community into a state of 
fear and panic, but also made them the target of 


November 24, 1991 


Rock star Freddie Mercury dies 


of AIDS-related complications. 


unfair and painful misinformation campaigns by 
those who sought to exclusively link AIDS to the 
queer community. 

Vigilance among the queer community by 
the late 1980s was at an alltime high, and for 
some, it seemed like that would never change. 

“In the lesbian circles I had in the mid-to-late 
80s, there was always a low level of fear and vigi- 
lance," said St. Paul attorney Rebecca Heltzer. 
"Stories of trans folk being beat up by the police; 
having the police walk through gay and lesbian 
bars was always unnerving; (and the) fear of los- 
ing your job and being harassed." 

Being a queer person of color was doubly 
difficult, whether it involved being victimized or 
simply being rendered invisible. 

“Frankly, little has changed from the “805-906 
to now, from that perspective," said Minneapolis 
DJ Jamez L. Smith. “Ғог me I do remember, liv- 
ing in Seattle, noticing just in the gay newspapers 
and the various rags and flyers for clubs. It was 
always this big white man featured on this, that, 
(or the) other thing. And I actually wrote a letter 
to the newspaper, basically saying, 'Hey, there 
are black people out here too, there are Asians, 
there are women.’ And I'm talking 1988, 1989. 
And well into the 90s this was still going on, and 
it's still happening today.” 

The idea of achieving the milestone of same- 
sex marriage in the early 1990s seemed like a 
pipe dream, and considering the relative lack of 
mainstream safety and advocacy for the GLBT 
community at the time, it also seemed impracti- 
cal. 

“(GLBT people) needed not to be harassed, 
and not to be beaten up,” said Lisa Vecoli, former 
curator of the Tretter Collection at the University 
of Minnesota. “They needed physical safety and 


The World Health 
Organization declassifies 
homosexuality as a 
mental disorder. 


Reality TV star Pedro Zamora, an openly дау тап living with AIDS, was celebrated 


for his public advocacy for AIDS awareness. [3] 


they needed housing and they needed a job. And 
in some sense, the marriage is higher up the pyr- 
amid, and so people weren't organizing around 
that issue because they had more important 
more critical needs.” 

By the time the 1990s rolled around, HIV/ 
AIDS was still taking its toll on the world at large, 
but it became readily apparent that the virus 
didn’t discriminate by sexual orientation, despite 
initial misconceptions in the 1980s. While queer 
icons like Freddie Mercury and Anthony Per- 


Lea DeLaria. Photo by BigStock/Kathclick 
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kins died in the first half of the 1990s from AIDS 
complications, self-identified heterosexuals such 
as author Isaac Asimov, rapper Eazy-E and ten- 
nis star Arthur Ashe all died from AIDS-related 
illnesses. 

“The community was getting a lot of support 
from the medical community at large because 
they were terrified too,” said Lavender co-found- 
er George Holdgrafer. “There were a number of 
different organizations (such as) The Aliveness 
Program, which is still going. But it wasn’t until 


The Ryan White CARE Act, named after an Indiana teenager who was diagnosed 
with AIDS in 1984, provided federal aid to HIV-positive people and their families. [4] 


the numbers started mushrooming that the com- 
munity at large, the straight community, started 
finding ways to be supportive.” 

Around this time, the medical community 
was making strides in developing drugs to com- 
bat the progression of the disease, and the fed- 
eral government enacted the Ryan White CARE 
Act, which attained funding for low-income and 
underinsured people living with HIV. 

“The most powerful aspect of my experience 
working at the Tretter Collection is that I am 


November 30, 1993 


March 1993 


“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” becomes federal 
law, precluding GLBT military service 
members from disclosing their sexual 
orientation under threat of discharge. 


Lea DeLaria becomes the first openly 
gay comedian to perform on a late 
night talk show with her appearance 


on The Arsenio Hall Show. 


In 1993, President Bill Clinton announced a new policy on queer people serving in the military, better known as Don't Ask, Don't Tell. Under this revamped policy, openly gay 


soldiers would not be allowed to serve. Clinton is seen here making the announcement from the White House. [5] 


gaining access to these stories that I know as a 
queer person are part of my historical memory 
and the space that I hold in this present day," 
said Eliza Edwards, a staff member at the Tret- 
ter Collection. “Often, a lot of young people don't 
have access to (these stories) because of the 
AIDS crisis, because so many of the people who 
could have served as our elders are now dead. 
And to construct that framework around myself 
as a young person is a lifelong project that's just 
so difficult, because we have so little access to 


1993 


those stories and people who have been in those 
spaces and can tell those stories back to us." 
Тһе increased visibility of the AIDS epidemic 
and the toll it took on the gay community entered 
the mainstream in the 1990s as well, in the form 
of stage and screen dramatizations. In 1991, 
playwright Tony Kushner debuted the Angels 
in America duology, honestly examining homo- 
sexuality and AIDS in contemporary American 
culture. Іп 1993, director Jonathan Demme's 
Oscar-winning drama Philadelphia became the 


December 31, 1993 


——— 


first major motion picture to acknowledge AIDS, 
regarding its gay subject with respect, dignity, 
and compassion. In the third season of the MTV 
reality show The Real World, cast member Pedro 
Zamora—an openly gay man living with HIV— 
brought international attention to the issue, be- 
ing hailed for his AIDS activism on the show and 
in public before passing away in late 1994. 

Little by little, television, film, and literature 
allowed greater, less-stereotyped visibility for the 
GLBT community in the eyes of the heterosexu- 


Trans youth Brandon Teena is raped 


and murdered in Humboldt, Nebraska. 


December 22, 1993 
Philadelphia, an Oscar-winning 
drama starring Tom Hanks as a 
gay lawyer dying from AIDS, is 
released in theaters. 


April 1996 

The first Day of Silence is organized 
to raise awareness of bullying and 
harassment of GLBT students. 


1993 1996 
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Since 1996, students across the globe have been holding the annual Day of Silence to bring awareness to 


homophobia in schools. [6] 


al community, but there was still a lot of room for 
improvement. 

“More visibility helped a lot of people con- 
textualize what being LGBTQA means, but the 
amount of representation was really limited back 
then,” said Minneapolis filmmaker Pete Groy- 
nom. “We still have far to go in terms of the many 
different kinds of queer experiences that are rep- 
resented in mainstream media.” 

Various states and municipalities also be- 
gan to take charge in ending certain forms of 
discrimination towards queer people, such as 
for employment, services, and health benefits. 
In 1993, Minnesota’s Human Rights Act was 


September 21, 1996 


becomes legalized. 
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amended to ban discrimination on the basis of 
sexual orientation or gender identity for hous- 
ing, employment, and other rights. The previous 
year, Vermont and California updated legislation 
to add sexual orientation in their respective anti- 
discrimination statutes. 

Despite a growing attempt to humanize the 
queer community in the eyes of the mainstream 
community, mistrust still remained. In 1994, the 
Clinton administration officially enacted “Don’t 
Ask, Don't Tell", a revamped Department of De- 
fense policy that barred harassment against clos- 
eted GLBT people in the military, but banned 
openly queer people from serving. The rationale 


April 1997 
out as a lesbian; her character 


comes out of the closet. 


President Bill Clinton signs the Defense of 
Marriage Act, which denies federal benefits to 
gay couples on the chance that gay marriage 


Comedian Ellen DeGeneres comes 


on her ABC sitcom Ellen likewise 


for this policy was the assumption that openly 
gay, lesbian or bisexual troops would negatively 
affect overall troop morale and stymie military 
cohesion. This effectively forced GLBT troops to 
remain in the closet. 

"They hid and could do nothing more since, 
while the law said Don't Ask Don't Tell, most 
military officials would use any excuse to oust 
a known gay member of the military," said Mark 
Segal, founder of Philadelphia Gay News. 

То make matters worse, in 1996 Congress 
enacted the Defense of Marriage Act, deeming 
marriage as being between a man and a woman. 
'The act also denied federal marriage benefits to 
same-sex spouses on the chance that a state le- 
galized such unions. 

"The marriage issue, in my mind, became the 
focal point because it was used against us," said 
Vecoli. “Тһе Right saw that as an organizing tool 
and it was brutally effective for about a decade. 
They would go into states, they would put a con- 
stitutional amendment on the ballot. They would 
raise money from people out of fear they would 
have people go vote. And it was an organizing 
tool. Everywhere they had gone into a state, they 
had been effective in raising money and getting 
out voters and electing people and changing the 
constitution, so they were continuing to do it." 

Bully tactics such as these became par for the 
course not only in government and organized re- 
ligion, but also in schools and the public in gen- 
eral. The bullying of queer youth became a major 
issue, or at least finally became a major issue in 
the public eye. In July 1996, a federal appeals 
court ruled in favor of gay student Jamie Naboz- 
ny, who alleged that school officials in Ashland, 
Wisconsin willingly failed to intervene in anti-gay 
abuse. The case was the first to find that public 
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Ellen DeGeneres. Photo by BigStock/Kathclick 
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Openly gay college student Matthew Shepard was 
brutally attacked and left for dead in this rural area 
in Laramie, Wyoming in October 1998. Shepard 
died from his wounds days later. [7] 
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Comedian Ellen DeGeneres came out of the closet in April 1997, becoming an instant icon іп the gay rights 


movement. [8] 


schools can be held accountable for failing to halt 
homophobic abuse in a school setting. 

Many middle and high schools saw the for- 
mation of gay-straight alliance groups, and in 
1996, the first Day of Silence was organized to 
bring about awareness of the bullying and ha- 
rassment of queer students in American public 
schools. 


HATRED 

On the night of Oct. 6, 1998 in Laramie, 
Wyoming, 21-year-old college student Matthew 
Shepard was approached by two men, who of 
fered him a ride home. Taking Shepard to a 


October 6, 1998 


Gay college student Matthew 


Shepard is brutally beaten 


remote area, the two men then robbed and beat 
Shepard within an inch of his life, tying him to a 
fence and leaving him to die. 

After his assailants left, a comatose Shepard 
was later discovered by a cyclist who mistook 
him for a scarecrow. 

Shepard died in a Colorado hospital six days 
after his assault. 

The brutal assault became a major media 
story nationwide, especially after it was revealed 
that Shepard was openly gay and that his attack- 
ers, both convicted and given life sentences, 
seemingly killed him because of his sexual orien- 
tation. Their infamous, failed “gay panic defense” 


December 5, 1998 
The Bisexual Pride flag is 
publicly unveiled. 


The Transgender 
Pride Flag is created 
by Monica Helms. 


1999 


by homophobes in Laramie, 
Wyoming, dying six days later. 
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cemented the obvious nature of what this atroc- 
ity was: a hate crime. 

“Tt is troubling that there is so much hate in 
people that can be manifested in those heinous 
crimes,” said Heltzer. *(It's) also troubling that 
*mainstream' culture is not equally horrified by 
such crimes." 

'The murder of Shepard, much like the 1993 
rape and murder of transgender man Brandon 
Теепа and many other incidents, was a tragic 
dose of reality for members of the public largely 
or entirely unaware of the abuse and mistreat- 
ment the GLBT community faced on a daily ba- 
sis. 

“Part of our invisibility is that hate crimes are 
not reported or not covered,” said Segal. “That is 
why it has been my life's work to end that invis- 
ibility by any means. Hate crimes are not new. 
While we only know the more recent accounts, 
there are numerous attacks that most of us are 
not aware of.” 

“The Upstairs Bar in New Orleans (was) 
fire bombed,” Segal continued. “The numerous 
(Metropolitan Community Church) pastors who 
have been attacked and killed. Then there’s the 
torture of aversion therapy, more recently called 
conversion therapy, which is literally torture of 
LGBT youth.” 

At the time, federal and Wyoming state law 
did not include sexual orientation in their exist- 
ing hate crime legislation. Over the next few 
years, local and federal attempts to include 
GLBT people in hate crime laws became a seri- 
ous endeavor. Several attempts were made in the 
United States Congress to extend federal hate 
crime legislation, with the Matthew Shepard Act 
introduced in 2007. It wasn’t until October 2009 
when the legislation—fully known as the Mat- 


Transgender Flag. BigStock/sevenozz 
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QUEER EYE 


The original cast of Queer Eye for the Straight Guy became a worldwide phenomenon when the reality series premiered in 2003. [9] 


thew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes 
Prevention Act—was finally signed into law by 
President Obama. 


A QUEER EYE FOR THE 
NEW MILLENNIUM 


Although the turn of the century came and 
went without the feared calamity of Y2K, change 
in the 21st century certainly seemed inevitable 
nonetheless. One of the biggest changes that 
seemed to last for good was a paradigm shift in 
visibility for queer people. Although depictions of 
GLBT life were present in popular media before, 


July 1, 2000 
Vermont becomes the 
first American state to 


unions. 


June 26, 2003 


sodomy laws. 


legally recognize same-sex 


The landmark U.S. Supreme 
Court case Lawrence v. 
Texas overturns American 
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they were few and far between, and many depic- 
tions (especially of trans and nonbinary people) 
weren’t exactly flattering or even humanizing. 

The true shift began in the late 1990s, such 
as when comedian and sitcom star Ellen De- 
Generes came out as a lesbian, largely consid- 
ered a major watershed moment for gay rights 
in America. Similarly, the debut of the sitcom 
Will & Grace in 1998 brought gay life even fur- 
ther into the mainstream. 

By the early 2000s, a wave of popular media 
depicting GLBT people in a positive, humanistic 
light flooded the pop culture landscape: In 2003, 
the wildly popular reality series Queer Eye For 


July 15, 2003 


Queer Eye for the 


The Bravo reality series 


Straight Guy premieres. 


The Straight Guy debuted to critical and com- 
mercial acclaim. Premium cable programs such 
as The L Word and Queer As Folk offered mature, 
three-dimensional stories tailored for queer audi- 
ences. Even television series that weren’t primar- 
ily GLBT-themed—such as Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer, The Wire, and Six Feet Under—featured 
characters and storylines with fleshed-out queer 
themes. 

On the big screen, GLBT movies became in- 
creasingly prevalent in both mainstream and in- 
dependent releases, such as the Oscar-winning 
Brokeback Mountain, the rock musical Hedwig 
and the Angry Inch, the transgender road trip 


Gene Robinson. Photo by Donald 
Vish, CC BY-SA 2.0 


November 2, 2003 


Gene Robinson becomes the first openly gay 


person consecrated as a bishop in a major 


American Christian denomination. 
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California became the second state to legalize same-sex marriage in 2008. [10] 


film Transamerica, and the feature film adapta- 
tion of the popular Broadway musical Rent. 

While GLBT representation was making seri- 
ous inroads in the media, the tide was seriously 
beginning to turn in a legislative sense across 
the country. 

In 2000, the state of Vermont made history by 
becoming the first American state to legally rec- 
ognize same-sex unions, the first major volley in 
a 15-year fight for marriage equality in the Unit- 
ed States. That volley was outdone in 2004, when 
the state of Massachusetts became the first state 
to legalize same-sex marriage outright. It was an 


Image by BigStock/Vlatko2002 
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astonishing achievement thought unthinkable 
decades earlier, and over the following years, 
various other states followed suit. It helped that 
national public opinion of GLBT people and gay 
marriage was becoming increasingly popular, 
and the topic became a major hot-button political 
issue between proponents and opponents, espe- 
cially during the 2004 election season. 

“The community started organizing around 
marriage, not because that was our number one 
goal and aim, but because that's what we were 
being beaten over the head with,” said Vecoli. 

In spite of conservative and religious groups 


marriage. 


May 17, 2004 
Massachusetts becomes the first 
U.S. state to legalize same-sex 


attempting to frame the subject of same-sex mar- 
riage as an attack on traditional values, gay mar- 
riage was starting to become а reality in America. 
Around the same time, however, another major 
win for the GLBT rights movement emboldened 
the community with the landmark Lawrence v. 
Texas ruling, wherein the U.S. Supreme Court 
invalidated remaining sodomy laws in 14 states, 
making consensual same-sex activity legal in the 
entire country. 

“The best way to describe this... is to recall 
that in 1969, we put everything on the agenda: 
marriage equality, gays in the military, equality 


May 15, 2008 
California becomes the 

second U.S. state to legalize 
same-sex marriage. 
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Тһе passage of California's Proposition 8 amendment to Бап gay marriage in that state sparked protests across both the state and the nation. [11] 


under the law, funding of our community,” said 
Segal. “While we expected that all would some- 
day would happen, we never expected to see it 
in our lives.” 

The importance of the Lawrence v. Texas rul- 
ing could not be understated: no longer was sex- 
ual activity between consenting adults criminal- 
ized, regardless of their sexuality, and therefore 
recognized consensual sexual privacy as being 
legitimately protected by the 14th Amendment. 

There was still considerable pushback. Six 
months after same-sex marriage became legal in 
California, it was invalidated thanks to the con- 


federal law. 


November 4, 2008 


2008 


President Barack Obama signs the 
Matthew Shepard and James Byrd 
Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act into 


October 28, 2009 | | 


Same-sex marriage іп California 
is deemed illegal thanks to the 
Proposition 8 amendment. 


stitutional amendment known as Proposition 8. 
The same year, states like Arizona and Florida 
put similar amendments on election ballots, both 
of which passed. 

Despite setbacks like these, the resolve of 
the GLBT rights movement was never in doubt. 
Grassroots campaigns to legalize gay marriage, 
protect queer people from discrimination, allow 
same-sex couples to adopt, and strengthen hate 
crime legislation continued across America. 

While the gay marriage fight during the late 
2000s produced varying results, one major win 
for the queer community was the reversal of a 


mid-1990s policy that effectively banned gay, 
lesbian and bisexual troops from serving in the 
military openly. 

The rationale for Don't Ask, Don't Tell was 
becoming an increasing source of legal and 
moral scrutiny in the years leading up to 2010. A 
number of bills, such as the Military Readiness 
Enhancement Act, sought to undo DADT and 
let gay troops serve openly, but such efforts had 
ultimately failed. 

Near the end of the decade, President 
Obama expressly advocated for a full repeal of 
DADT, with the backing of top military officials 


Matthew Shepard Act Photo by Pete Souza 
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Тһе federal repeal of existing sodomy laws in America 
was not without its detractors in subsequent years. [12] 


including then-Defense Secretary Robert Gates. 
In the first half of 2010, Congress amended the 
Defense Authorization Act to end DADT, an ef 
fort that passed the House in May. 

That November, the Defense Department re- 
leased a report outlining a timeline for repealing 
БАРТ. The report found that there was minimal 
risk of disrupted military cohesion and morale 
due to the repeal. After over a month of legisla- 
tive and military discussion, the repeal of Don’t 
Ask, Don't Tell was made official on Dec. 22, 
2010. 

By the turn of the millennium, it was hard 
to imagine that within a decade, the GLBT com- 
munity would benefit from a tidal wave of equal 
rights milestones, from the implementation of 
gay marriage and the repeal of DADT, to the 
increased visibility and acceptance of queer iden- 
tity in pop culture. With a new decade around 
the corner, the GLBT community had a lot to 
celebrate. But there was still a lot more work to 
be done. ll 


IT GETS 
BETTER 


PROJECT 


President Barack Obama signed the Don't Ask, Don't 
Tell Repeal Act into law in December 2010. [13] 


On June 20, the third and final part of our three-part 
series on the history of Stonewall and the American 
GLBT rights movement will see the continued leaps 
and bounds made for marriage equality—especially 
right here in Minnesota—leading to federal legaliza- 
tion, the GLBT milestones achieved in the realms of 
pop culture, politics and sports, the increased visibility 
of transgender, genderqueer and non-binary people in 
the public sphere, and most importantly, what needs 
to be done to ensure full equality, acceptance, and 
safety of all people under the rainbow. 
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It Gets Better Project. Image by Savage Love, LLC 
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Dan Savage and Terry Miller found 


the It Gets Better Project in reaction 
to the suicides of bullied queer youth. 


